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PREFACE. 



Which is the best friend of a beDighted tra- 
veller who has lost his way, — the man who tells 
him he must go a long way back, though al- 
ready fatigued with his fruitless wanderings 
and turn into a different road, that will lead 
him to the place he is seeking, — or, the man 
who tells him to keep the path he is in, which 
he knows to be wrong, and will lead him far-* 
ther astray, perhaps to the edge of a precipice? 
will, taking such a traveller into your house 
and relieving his wants, do him much good, if 
you afterwards suffer him to go on in the dark, 
without putting him in the path, in which he 
ought to pursue his journey ? — or, suj^ose such 
a tntveller, weary and hungry, should knock 
at your door^ and insist upon being- refreshed 
and relieved at your expense, thougfa he previ- 
ously declared bis determination, in opposition 
to your earnest entreaties and remonstrances, 
to persevere in the wrong and dangerous path 
he had already pursued ; — ^and suppose also he 
should with clamour and menaces, assert his 
imaginary right to assistance, .merely, because 
you happened to be, in consequence of having 
broken the chains of prejudice, cukI shaken off 
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the obsolete notions of your ancestors, in more 
happy circumstances than himself', — how would 
you behave to him on the occasion ? — Would 
you not, without a moment's hesitation, explain 
to him that he was mistaken ; — that he could 
have no right to make such a demand ; — and 
you should certainly resist his unwarrantable 
claim? You might pity the obstinacy and per- 
verseness, that would keep hun wandering in 
darkness, and prevent his ever arriving at his 
journey's end ; — and would advise him well, and 
direct him properly ; but, whilst you possessed 
strength and power you would never suffer him 
to invade your property, and disturb your peace 
and happiness. — And, who would condemn 
your conduct? — or, could any one with propri- 
ety bring a charge of injustice, cruelty, and ill 
nature against you on that account?- — could it, 
with the least shew of reason be said, in such n 
case, that you were influenced by malevolent, 
vindictive feeling against such a pereon ? — as 
well might it be said, that Christ was influenced 
by vindictive feeling when he wrought no mi- 
racles, and healed no sick in Nazareth, because 
the wilfully blind fn that neighbourhood refused 
to believe in him, and only sneered at a carpen- 
ter's son pretending to introduce a doctrine a- 
inongst them, subversive of that, which their 
fathers had handed down to them. — Indeed^ 
with equal truth, we might charge the deity 
himself with injustice, for not continuing to 
shew favour to his chosen people, after they had 
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repeatedly abused his mercy and kindness^ and 
even niockied at his dispensations of severity 
and judgement; — "the whole head was sick 
" and the whole heart was faint : — from the 
*^ sole of the foot, even unto the head, there was 
^^ no soundness in it, but wounds and bruises, 
*^ and putrefying sores: therefore their country 
**was desolate, and their cities were burned 
** with fire," And, are Christians, it is asked, 
to act in this manner towards those, whose re- 
ligion has "no soundness in it, but is full of 
"putrefying sores?" — By no means — such a 
question, would not have been asked, if men 
bad considered the reason, why the Almighty 
has, through his prophets made the world ac- 
quainted with some of the transactions and se- 
crets of his moral government. — It was not, 
that man should usurp his throne and wield his 
sceptre, but that he should learn the wisdom of 
obedience tp his divine will, and avoid the reli* 
gious errors, and false worship of those nations, 
which brought on their destruction — God's 
government of the world is carried on, exactly 
as it was formerly, with the exception of a mi- 
raculous interference, to establish a knowledge 
of bis name, and a religion of truth, that should 
ultimately diffuse haimony and love, among "all 
"kindreds and nations and people." — War, 
famine, pestilence, and death are ministers of 
his word, and execute his commands now, in 
the same manner as they did, when "the head 
" of an ass was sold in Samaria for fourscore 
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^' prieces of silver^ aod a hundred and eighty 
^^ thousand Assyrians were slain by the angel of 
" God, under the walls of Jerusalem.'* — Many 
of the events that have marked the last forty 
years want neither prophets, nor inspiration to 
shew, that they originated in the counsels of the 
Almighty, and were execnted by agents com- 
missioned by him.— There is no occasion for 
us, therefore, to draw the sword against those 
who violate the laws of his righteous govern- 
ment, and enlist under the rebel standard of 
idolatry, and boldly fight against him. — But, 
although this is not our business, yet, as sub- 
jects of his government, we have duties to dis- 
charge of a reproving, as well as of an encoo- 
raging character, towards one another; — and^ 
i£ they are discharged according to the direc- 
tions and example of his great messenger, the 
universal delivei-er, can we be charged with 
blame ? — Hb was severe in his remarks upon 
the conduct of the apostate elders, of Israel — 
He turned from bis countrymen, who believed 
not in him, shewed them no favours, and con* 
sidcred them not of his kingdom ;-**-whilst, he 
relieved all who came unto him, preached to all 
who would listen to him, and publicly declared 
all to be his "brothers and sisters,** who acknow- 
ledged his doctrine to be from heaven, and 
obeyed it. — Amongst the objects of his divine 
mission, were the condemnation of Jewish er- 
rors in religion, and (he destruction of heathen 
altars. — His followers may in all respects safely 






imitate bis example ; — ^by the same means, with 
the same feeling, and with the same views they 
may, and ought to exert themselves in exposing 
all religious errors — ^in rooting out idolatry — 
and particularly in destroying the apostacy of 
the church of Rome ; — for, until both the furi. 
ous apocalyptical beasts are destroyed, neither 
truth, nor peace will flourish in Europe ; or, 
in any other quarter of the Globe where their 
terrible power prevails. — The following peti- 
tion, with the remarks upon it, I cniisider *' a 
mite,** it was my duty to ** cast into the trea- 
sury,** for the purpose of promoting this great 
and desirable object. — Against the individuals 
themselves, who hold the Catholic faith, I have 
no uncharitable feeling; but, with other Chris- 
tians, lament exceedingly that they should not 
see their errors ; or, that they should continue 
in them for no other reason, than, because their 
fathers did the same : — a reason which an E« 
gyptian would offer tor prostrating himself be- 
fore a Crocodile, and his neighbour for wor- 
shipping in a mosque. — The religious absur- 
dities of the fSathers, ought not to be perpe^ 
tuated by their children; — an affectionate 
regard for their memory should rather induce 
them, first to renounce, and then to observe a 
becoming silence upon opinions, that did no 
credit, either to their knowledge or their judg- 
ment. — If the virtues of our ancestors cannot 
benefit, or make us respected, unless our con- 
duct resembles theirs, — certainly their mistakes 
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in religion, and the intolerant spirit that 
accompanied thern, can shed no lustre upon us 
ill any situation, or under any circumstances. — 
it the light of divine knowledge^ now rendered 
more clear than ever by the means of general 
education, does not improve U9« it will make 
our responsibility greater than before ; — and^ 
if t])e gospel does not make us better servants 
of God, and better meujbers of society than we 
were, before we were acquainted with it, will 
not knowledge aggravati^ our. conduct, and 
make us liable to heavier punishment? — It is 
not only the Catbolic religion in one particular 
spot that I proscribe; — but in every country, 
where it is preached and established, there, I 
am justified by scripture in saying, it ought to 
be rooted out, and there I am persuaded the 
gospel preached with honesty, aiid in its native 
simplicity, and accompanied by tlie spirit it 
breathes, will ultimately produce that glorious 
e^ct. — For, although every system of religious 
error and false worship is inimical to the pro- 
pagation of the truth, yet none is so injurious 
to it, as the doctrine of the Papacy. — Like Ju- 
das, it betrays under the mask of friendship— 
it pretends to be exclusively of Christ, yet gives 
no proof that it has ever beep with him. — ^For 
gold, it pardons sin: — for gold, it gives you 
heaven. — In both cases, it smiles, deceives, and 
ruins. — ^l^he Jews still reject Christianity — ^and 
infidels laugh at it : — both therefore are open e- 
enemies, and put us upon our guard. — ^But 
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against an insidnons enemy— 'a,«fainst one who 
profosscs a sincere friendship for yo'j, and yet in 
the end designs to ruin you, hovv can you defend 
yourself? — ^If then Christ wras justly severe upon 
the holloiv apostacy of his time, and scrupu- 
lously avoided all communion with it, we only 
act under his authority, and follow his example, 
when we condemn the Roman apostacy, and 
the •* mystery of iniquity" belonging to it, and 
turn our backs updn it. — Severity and reproof, 
in some cases^ produce better effects, than ten- 
derness and affection ; — neither do they dero- 
gate from the christian character, any more 
than they did from that ot Christ. — ^We may 
relieve the prodigal in distress, and shew com< 
passion to the man whose evil courses have r^;- 
duced him to penury; — but, the bad habits^ 
that brought him into such a state, we are 
bound to reprove, and are justified in avoiding 
the contagion of vice. — In the hour of necessity 
and suffering. Christians forget all the religious 
erroi*s of their fellow creatures, whether at 
home or abroad ; — ^at all other seasons, they 
must not forget them. — The "man of sin" must 
be destroyed, and make way for Christ, and for 
a religion of justice and truth — of sincerity, not 
of pretence — of the heart, not of the face — 
" whose praise may not be of men, but will 
" certainly be of God." — 



PETITION, &c. 



To the Right Honorable the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament assembled. 



The Petition of 

Most humbly sbeweth 

That trom attentively 
reading the sacred writings, your petitioner, is 
impressed with the firm belief, that (1) the spi- 
ritual interest of '^ all kindreds and tongues and 
nations" in that part of the world, which for- 
merly constituted the (2) Western Roman Em- 
pire, has been materially injured for nearly 
thirteen centuries by the great apostacy foretold 
by. the prophets of God, the character and 
marks of which aie distinctly to be seen, and 
traced in the Papal hierarchy. — ^The history of 
the vices and corruptions of the Papacy, in the 
plenitude of its power, together with its present 
tottering and declining state, clearly demon- 
strate that, what St. John and St. Paul have 
recorded by inspiration, concerning the rise, the 
power, the errors, the fall of this great aposta- 
cy, is applicable alone to the false system of 
religion prevailing in the church of Rome: — 
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Your petitioner therefore conceives from the 
(3) condemning language of scripture against 
this apostacy^ that it is extremely dangerous 
for (4) Christians to advocate its cause^ or in 
afiy matiac^, dirfectly or indirectljr, to attempt to 
support, or shew marks of favour to persons^ 
who . choose to persist in error, and to prefer 
the darkness, that arose out of the (5) edicts of 
Justinian, and the decrees of the early Roman 
Pontiffs, to the light that emanates from the 
gospel of Christ, and the revealed will of God. — 
Under the Theocracy, particular care was used 
to preserve the Jews from too close an inter- 
course and friendship, with the people of the 
idolatrous nations that surroundeil them — (6) 
Ahab ruined his family by disobeying the in- 
junctions of the deity on this head, and by uni- 
ting with those^ who first seduced him into false 
worship, and then destroyed the upright ser- 
vants ot Jehovah,^al though, he well knew that 
a preceding prince, far celebrated for his wis- 
dom, liad his kingdom divided, and one part of 
it given to jiis servant, beciause he mixed too 
niuch with, and suffered himself to be seduced 
into the ert-brs of those who worshipped ima- 
ges, instead of God. — Idolatry and errors in 
religion, must be still (7) more hateful to the 
Almighty at this time, on account of the great 
knowledge the world enjoys, under the Chris- 
tian dispensation — (8) The meek and humble 
founder of it, never flattered or shewed any fa- 
vour to his countrymen, whether rulei'S, or 



priests, or people, who ponisted in their relig^i- 
ous errors, and scornfully refused to listen t<) 
the plain and blessing truths he taught: — his 
rebuking language to them was, (9)^' serpents, 
" vipers, hypocrites "- — In a question, where his 
divine religion is concerned, can a higher au-* 
thority be referred to, than the author ot it? — 
(TO) Can a more pertect example be followed, 
than that ot Christ ? — Your petitioner^ there- 
fore, being persuaded that to endeavour to sup- 
port and uphold an apostacy, (11) sentenced to 
'* perdition** by inspiration, is daringly to raise 
the arm, and (12) to '* fight against God,** and 
consequently to endanger the safety of the 
crown of these realms, and the blessings and 
happiness the people of them enjoy, most ear- 
nestly and humbly prays your Lordships to 
avert the impending danger, by not suffering" 
the Bill before your Lordships in favour of the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland, to pass into a Law. 
And, your petitioner, as in dury bound, will 
^ver pray. — 

May 13th, 1825. 



NOTES, &c. 



NOTES, &c. 



(1) — The spiritual interest 
of all kindreds and tongues 
and nations. 

" And they worshipped the beast, saying, 
"who is like unto the beast? — who is able to 
" make war with him. — And there was given 
" unto him a mouth speaking great things^ and 
" blasphemies; — ^and power was given unto him 
*^to continue forty and two months — ^And he 
"opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, 
" to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, 
"and them that dwell in heaven — ^And it was 
" given unto him to make war with the saints, 
" and to overcome them : — and power was gi- 
"ven bim over alLkindreds, and tongues, and 
"nations." — This is the language of St. John, 
and that of St. Paul upon the same subject is 
very much like it: — he says, " that man of sin 
"must^e revealed, who opposeth and exalteth 
" himsel f above all that is called God, or that ts 
" worshipped ; so that he, as God, sitteth in toe 
"temple of God, shewing himsett that he is 
"God; — whose coming is after the working of 
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^' Satan, with all power, and signs, and lying 
^'wonders, and with all deceivabieness of un- 
" righteousness in thein that perish ; — because 
" thev received not the love of the truth, that 
" they might be saved/* — Upon the passage just 
recited from the Revelation of St. John, it may 
be observed, that emblems, figures, and syn>- 
bols, generally convey a very clear and intelli- 
gible nEieaning — ^NavaU military, or commercial 
representations, in alto or basso relievo, on 
marble or stone, convev information in a direct 
and pleasing manner to the mind of the spec- 
tator. — EmbleniS and symbols on cwns and 
medals record the great achievements of illus- 
trious individuals, or important and splendid 
national events, whrcb only require examina- 
tion to be immediately understood. — ^The can-' 
vass also, faithfully embodies ideas, and rapidly 
fills the mind with a recollection of past occnr- 
rences, either of a melancholy and painful, or 
of a pleasing and agreeable kind. — ^l^'hese works 
of the labour and art of antiquity, are so far 
from being lightly valued, that they are held in 
universal estimation ; and whenever Greece, or 
Rome, or Egypt affords us a specimen of this 
sort, it is considered as a treasure, worthy the 
attention of the learned and curious. — Can a 
good reason be assigned, why the descriptive 
symbols of an apostle of Christ, should not also 
be thought worthy of our closest examination 
and regard? — Are they not likely to contain 
iniormalion of much higher value, of much 



11 



greater importance, than the figures and em- 
blems which perpetuate the actions of heroes or 
barbaroQS nations ? The figurative history of St. 
John, will reward all the labour and pains, we 
may take to understand it. — ^It is delightful to 
anticipate from it, the prosperous circumstances 
belonging to the church, the beginning of which 
is already visible; — it is deh'ghttul thus to have 
o:uiar proof, that the source from whence he 
derived bis knowledge was only in haeven, at 
the right hand ot God.— A great and powerful 
spotted beast, is an admirable symbol of a fierce 
spirited and intolerant religion. — ^The spots up- 
on it, will designate its various eriors and 
false doctrine : — the feet of a bear, may aptly 
represent the silent and sure manner, in which 
it Is able to steal imperceptibly upon its prey;— 
And the mouth of a lion, is a just emblem of the 
terrible power it posesses to crush its prey when 
seized. Place this beast of St. John, by the 
side ot the papal hierarchy, and say, whether 
they are not as like each other, as the figure, 
and the shadow which it casts. — ^The numerous 
false doctrines are the spots of the beast — the 
spies and emissaries of Rome, who : steal into 
the bouses of persons suspected of heresy, to 
destroy them, are well repi-esented by the soft 
•feet of the mischievous bear — and the horrible 
inquisition is well described by the powerful 
jaws of the savage lion. — -Has the studious and 
reflecting Christian, any more difficulty in un- 
derstanding, at the first glance, the meaning of 
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the figure St. John here draws, than the learned 
geometrician has in understanding the meaning 
of it, the moment be is shewn the diagram of 
the tenth proposition of the fourth book of Eu- 
clid. — 

St. Paul ;is less symbolic when speaking of 
the same false religion, and therefore the more 
easily to be understood: — indeed it is impos- 
sible to mistake his meaning — 

(2) — The western Roman em- 
pire — 

According to Gibbon, the provinces in Eu- 
rope, south of a line running along the Danube 
and the Rhine, and across the German Ocean 
to the wall of Antoninus in Scotland; — and 
bounded by another line, drawn south of Buda, 
by Durazzo across the Mediterranean to Africa, 
constitute the greatest part ot the western em- 
j>\re. — Here are to be found the ten kingdoms, 
;Which Sir Isaac Newton thinks, correspondied 
with the ten symbolical horns ot.the great apo- 
calyptreal beast. — History, with a correct pen, 
has drawn the character of the religion these 
kingdoms were compelled to embrace,* and gi^ 
yen an account of the oppression and sufferings 
Ahiy were obliged to endure, from the fonrtli to 
thewventeenthceintury, under the iron rods of 
^ecclesiastical and civil tyranny ; — and has thus 
aiSbrded the inquirer lull opportunity of judg- 
ing, wlietlier, or not^ the spiritual interest of 
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'^all kindreds and tongues and nations** in ikydt 
part of the world, has not been materially injuy 
red by the Papal hierarchy — ** Ignorance ali- 
"enates from the life of God** — Slavery de- 
grades human nature, and makes it " coiiiuiit 
" works of iniquity." 

St. Panftj words, "except there come a fal- 
"ling away first," can only apply to some 
church that had been previously christian. — 
They can neither refer to the Jewish chun h, nor 
to any system of Paganism. — ^A few of the lead- 
ing tenets of the church of Rome, compared 
with the doctrine of Christ and his apostles^ 
will set this question in a proper light. — 

THE GOSPEL. 



The author of the Chiisiian dispensation 
taught, " that the Lord our God is one Lord;" 
a doctrine so perfectly congenial with the creed 
of the Jews, that the discreet scribe, who was 
not far from the kingdom of God, echoed it 
back in the hearing of the assembled multitude, 
Hdth, '^ well master, thou hast said the truth — 
'^ there is one God, and there is none other but 
"her- 
on another occasion Christ says, *' thou shalt 
'^worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
*^ shalt thou serve ;" at the same time sternly 
rebuking the arch etremy, who was endeavour* 
log to seduce bim into a breach of the first 
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Isomtnandment^ with '^ get thee behind me Sa- 
"tan."— 



TFIE PAPACY. 



The church of Rome teaches that, " honor 
" and veneration are due to acgels and saints — 
*^ that these angels and saints offer up prayers 
"to God for lis; — that it is good and profitable, 
" therefore, to have recourse to their interces- 



" sion."- 






It has been well and correctly observed upon 
this doctrine of desiring the intercession of an* 
gels and saints, " that none of these beings 
" could possibly hear the requests of all those, 
" who, at the same moment, and in far distant 
places, might be begging their intercessit»n, 
unless they were possessed of the divine at- 
" tribute of omnipresence ; — and therefore this 
doctrine, if it does not directly sanction idola- 
try, is of an idolatrous character, contrary to 
the first and second commandments — contrary 
to the doctrine, which Christ uniformly taught, 
that our religious service was due only to God, 
and contained in this short sentence, " thou 
" shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
" only shalt thou serve." — 



THE GOSPEL. 



Christ teaches that " if men will enter into 
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"life, they mnst 1<eep the coramantlments of 
" God."— 



THE PAPACY. 



Rome teaches^ that '^ it is not breaking the^ 
"laws.of God to make images for the sake of 
** assisting religious services,^' — 

The words of the second commandment are, 
" thou sbalt not make to thyself any graven i- 
'' mage, nor the likeness ot any thing that i$ in 
" heaven above, or in the earth beneath — thou 
"shalt not bow down to them" — But, 'burning 
Mamps and wax candles before pictures and 
Mmages — and kneeling before them — and of- 
* iering up vows and petitions,' is certainly a 
breach of the second commandment, and is ve- 
ry much like worshipping them ; — and is an act 
of religion, neither performed by Christ, nor fen- 
joined by him; — If all this is not done in sign 
of worship, for a purpose very different from 
that, which is artfully pretended to be the ob- 
ject ot it, — ^and if men, really stand in need of 
any thing to remind tnem of their dependence 
upon the sovereign of the universe, and the 
adoration due to him, why do they not at once, 
turn their eyes to, and fix them upon the a8t<»* 
nishing works of his creation ? — ^Every thing we 
look at in nature, whether animate or inani*- 
mate, reminds us of the- omnipotent artificer. — 
The c0rn that clothes the fertile fieltls^^the 
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Winding streams wiiiob beautify the prospect 
and enricb the vallies — 'tlie mighty deep that 
separates the isles and continents, and abun • 
dantly yields its valuable stores for the use of 
man — the stately forests which grace the slo- 
ping hills — the lofty mountains that reach 
above the clouds — the sun^ that shines by day, 
the moon that rules by night, the thickly stud* 
ded firmament — the whole of this immense aad 
grand display of nature is constantly before our 
eyes, declaring the wonderful, inexhaustible 
power of God, ever bearing testimopy to his 
universal presence, and proclaiming that be is 
from everlasting to everlasting. — ^Amongst his 
rational creatures are there any to be found so 
grossly stupid, so shamefully lo^t to a sense of 
their own dignity, so unmindful of their high 
origin, and glorious destination, so blind ^.not 
to see, that the very least part of this august, 
and magnificent scenery, is much. better calcu- 
lated to raise their thoughts from earth to hea- 
ven, than an ill painted picture, a wretchedly, 
worked crucifix, or an insignificant doll ptwax. 



THE GOSPEL. 



Christ instituted t\^o sacraments. 



THE PAPACY. 



Rome has seven sacraments; — baptism^ 
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confirmation, the eucharist, penaace^ extreme- 
unction, orders, matrimony. — And whoever de- 
nies that the sacraments are not exactly sevens 
is anathematised according to the council of 
Trent, — 



THE GOSPEL. 



When Christ instituted the first s<icrament, 
he said, "this do in remembrance of me'' — ^Thus 
h^ made it commemorative of his death, and 
the great sacrifice he was making for the bene- 
fit of the world, — 



THE PAPACY. 



Rome teaches that in the sacrament of the 
Eucharist there is ^ truly, really, and substantia 
' ally the body and blood, together wUh the spul 

* and divinity ol our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
^ that there is a conversion, or change of the 

* whole substance of the bread into the body ot 
^ Christ, and of the whole substance of the wine 
' into his blood/ — 

The advocates of this doctrine hold, that 
every word respecting the institution of this 
sacrament, is to be taken in the strictest, and 
most literal sense; which leads to a singular, 
and extraordinary conclusion. — If Christ, when 
he took the bread and broke it, and gave it to 
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Ills disciples, as the evangelist St. Luke relat( s 
this circumstance, actually broke his own bo ly, 
and gave it to them — and when he gave them 
the cup, actually presented them with his own 
blood, — of what kind of an act had the great 
Messiah, the redeemer, the saviour of mankind 
been guilty at thai moment? — He, who in the 
" place called Gethsemane,** when exceedingly 
sorrowful, even unto death, offered up his pray- 
ers to heaven, and said, " O ! my father, if it be 
" possible^ let this cup pass from me ; — never- 
" theless, not as I will, but as thou wilt ;** — He, 
who was all meekness, and patience, and humi- 
lity, is represented by the Roman Catholics ac- 
cording to this, their doctrine^ as proudly aiKl 
ostentatiously, breaking his own body and shed- 
ding his own blood! — 

But the heinous vnckedness and impiety of 
this doctrine, does not stop here — ^For, after tb^ 
bread and wine are changed into the real body 
and blr)od of Christ, the Church of Rome as- 
serts, "that under either kind^ Christ is recei- 
ved whole and entire." — ^Thus^at the celebration 
of the sacrament of the Eucharist, the persona 
assembled to partake of the consecrated ele- 
ments, join in a religious ceremony, not only 
deeply tinctured with superstition and false- 
hood, but far exceeding in depravity and folly> 
the horror* causing rite of a barbarous people, 
who lived in the darkest age of antiquity, and 
which is thus recorded by the historian of Ha- 
licanui'^sus. — Ovoog ie fjXiKtuig c^t 'Tr^oKitTUi oAAo^ 



19 

7ifo<rfix,ovTig o$ 'TroofTBg (rvviXOovng Ovovtn py» zcu 
aXXet iroolSuTct afia aorto* I'^o'eofTig Si rot Koiay 
XATft;&i;gioirrai. Tavrta fXiv ret oXfimrara cr^i 
F»pftiaTAi*— The Massagetse following the ex- 
ample of thoir ancestors and the customs of their' 
nation, killed their venerable and ag^ed parents^ 
and, in what they esteemed a sacred religious 
rite, feasted upon them ; — the Roman Catholics, 
after they have caused the God of nature, their 
heavenly father, to be changed into bread and 
wine, by muttering a few words,— with pious 
rapture, eat him. — O! monstrous, horrible doc- 
trine ! — doctrine, only worthy to emanate from 
the diabolical head of the great apostacy ; — 
from him, who 'sits in the temple as God, open- 
' ing his mouth in impious falsehoods and 
'shocking blasphemies, and exalting himself 

* fur above the great Jehovah, the lofty one 

* that inhabiteth eternity, the Lord omnipotent^ 
' the only God/ — 



THE GOSPEL. 



It was one of the last injunctions of Christ to 
his disciples, that they should '' go and teach 
" all nations to observe the things which he had 
" commanded them :" — consequently, they were 
bound to endeavour to open the minds of their 
hearers, exactly as their Lord had opened theirs. 
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by bis clear and plain interpretation of the law 
of Moses, the writings of the prophets^ and the 
Psalms, that they might understand the scrip- 
tures and the word of life — ^The apostle St. 
Paul obeying this direction, makes use of the 
following energetic language upon the subject 
of teaching to edification. — "If the trumpet 
gives an uncertain sound, who shall prepare 
himself to the battle? — So likewise you, ex- 
cept ye utter by the tongue words easy to be 
understood, how shall it be known ^hat is 
spoken? — for, ye shall speak into the air: — 
^'therefore, if J know not the meaning, of the 
voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a 
barbarian ; — and he that speaketh shall be a 
barbarian unto me: — I speak with tongues 
^^ more than you all ; — yet in the Church I had 
rather speak five words with meaning, that 
by my voice I might teach others also, than 
^^ ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 
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THE PAPACY. 



Rome preaches to her congregations, what 
she calls the doctrine of the scnptures, id an 
unknown tongue; — for, whatever the laity, es- 
pecially the poorer sort, might have known of 
the Latin language fourteen or fifteen hundred 
years ago, it may safely be asserted^ that for the 
last nine or ten centuries, they have known lit- 
tle or nothing of it ; — and, Rome, unless she is 
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grossly misi^epresented, exerts all the mC^'^s in 
her power, at the present time, to prevent her 
people from enjoying the free use of the sacred 
writings in their vernacular tongue: — by theSe 
double means she tornierly shut the temple of 
God, and prevented those from entering it^ who 
anxiously desired to do so : — ^by the same means, 
she still shews her hostility to the truth, — and 
would still keep her membei*s in ignorance, aud 
prevent them from worshipping God : but, his 
omnipotent hand has reached her, on account 
of her " abominations;" — and like the once ma-. 
jestic oak, scathed by the lightening from hea- 
ven, she stands a shattered monument of God's 
" fiery indignation and wrath," ready to tall, at 
the next blow, "headlong into the abyss of fire 
" and brimstone" prepared at her feet, — ^Who, 
then, shall dare to stand up against God when 
he is angry? who shall dare to lift up an arm 
in support of that, upon which God is *' pour- 
*^ ing out his indignation", — and against which^ 
" he is blowing in the fire ol his wrath/' — 



THE GOSPEL. 



Christ taught, in his beautiful sermon on the 
mount, " that the poor in spirit are blessed ;" — 
.for, "theirs is the kingdom of heaven/' — On 
atiother occasion, in one of his finest, and most 
striking parables, he taught the doctrine^ that, 
after this life was ended, men would be placed 
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in realms of liappiness or misery, according to 
the nature ot their behaviour in this world; — 
giving us plainly to understand, that it would 
be impossible for any to pass from one .of those 
states to the other, — *^ The beggar died, and 
was carried by angels into Abraham's bosom, 
the rich man also died, and in hell he lift up 
«« his eyes ;" — ^to whom Abraham says, " between 
" us and you there is a great gulph fixed ; so 
that they, which would pass from hence to 
you cannot, neither can they pass to us, that 
^' would come from thence :" — and, that he 
might leave no doubt upon the minds of christ- 
ians, concerning this important article, he 
established the existence of only two abodes, 
for the reception of men beyond the grave, in 
strong and alarming terms: — "the hour is co- 
" ming, in the which all that are in their graves 
** shall hear his voice, and shall come forth, 
" they that have done good unto the resurrec- 
" tion of life; and they that have done evil un- 
** to the resurrection ot damnation.** — 



THE PAPACY. 



Rqme teaches the " doctiine of a purgatory, 
« or middle state; and that the souls of imper- 
« feet christians therein detained, are helped by^ 
"the prayers of the faithful;*— Faithful as' 
Abiaham, the friend of God, is represented to 
to have been, by the sacred historian, he 
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declares, i:i the parable, which describes him, as 
hsLViug Lazarus in his bosom, that it was eh- 
tirely out of his power, to be of the smallest 
service to the rich man, in his place of punish-' 
ment. — He could not even afford him, so mnch 
as a single drop of water, to cool the tip of his 
tongue.— How different is the power of the Ca- 
tholic priests I — ^They first, in opposition to eve- 
ry thing, ever taught by Christ or his apostles, 
and every thing mentioned in the bibl^ concern- 
ing the state of departed souls, embody the vi- 
sionary fancies of their supersritrous imagina- 
tions into a purgatory, then fill it with " the 
"souls of imperfect christians,** and afterwards 
help them put of this temporary prison house, 
by means of their prayers and supplications ; — 
not indeed, charitably and gratuitously offered, 
but, for gold. — ^The piide, and arrogance of 
Rome, are here remarkably conspicuous — A- 
braham whilst on eaith, commiserating the de- 
struction of the inhabitants of two populous 
cities, ventured to intercede with God for their 
preservation, but without success. — Christ in 
his benevolent regard, even for the wretches 
who were torturing him, offered up his prayers 
to his heavenly father, that " he would forgive 
them** — Nailed to the cross between two male- 
factors, in the moment of excruciating pain^ he 
prayed, and said, •* Father forgive them, for 
" they know not what they do.'* — Such an ex- 
traordinary appeal, under such awful circum- 
stances, was never before made to heaven ! — 
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And, how was it received? — ^In a few years 
from the lime of the crucifixion, Jerusalem was 
utterly destroyed, after its inhabitants, had ex- 
perienced unheard of calamities, and the people 
of Judea were dispersed over the whole face of 
the earth, where they still feel the effect of their 
iniquities, and the horrid imprecation before 
Pilate, " his blood be on us and on our chil- 
" dren/'- — Rome exalts hcrselt, far above Abra* 
ham, and far above Christ : — she forgives sins 
on earth, of the deepest die, — and successfully 
intercedes fur sinners beyond the grave, and 
sends them out of purgatory, up to heaven.—- 
The human mind runs wild in nothing so 
quickly, as in matters of religion. — ^It seems to 
have been so, from the beginning of the world. 
The moment, the plainly chalked out path of 
duty is quitted, and the laws and directions of 
God are fors )ken, articles of faith are multi- 
plied, the mf)St extravagant theories are set up — 
inconsistences are admired as beauties— unin- 
telligible mystery is delightful-rthe most stu- 
pid " old wives fables" are believed as matters 
of fact — and the most abominable and barefa- 
ced " lies, spoken in hypocrisy,*' are entertained 
as sacred and heavenly truths. — If this had not 
been the case, who would not have seen the 
gross absurdity of the doctrine of purgatory, 
and that there was no kind of necessity what- 
ever, for the Catholics to have been at the 
trouble of establishing it; — for, if the mutter- 
ing a few words over a piece of bread and a 
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little wine by a priest^ can actually change 
snch things into the real body and blood of 
him, '^ to whom the nations are as a drop of a 
"backet, by whom they are counted as the 
"small dust of the balance, and who taketh up 
" the isles as a vary little thing f' — ^if the Ca- 
tholic priests have the power to bring the eter- 
nal God from heaven, that their communicants 
may in this manner eat him ; — and if they can 
do this as often as they choose, surely they 
could have no diflScuity iu sending their people, 
when they died, directly to him, without giving 
them the pain of passing through purgatory, or 
themselves the trouble ot praying rhem out of 
it: — a God so obedient as to come at their 
command to be devoured, would never have 
dared to refuse admittance to any of their 
friends into his kingdom, on their recommen- 
dation, and with their passports. — It is right 
to paint the doctrine -ot Home in its real and 
true colours, however shocking and disgusting 
such a picture may be, that men of every rank 
and condition mav understand its nature, and 
being filled wiih horror at the blasphemy of it, 
toayfly from it, as they would Ivmu the jiiws 
of" the great dragon, that old s«rpcnt, culled 
"the devil, and satan, which deceiveth the 
"whole world." — I'pon the heads of the repre- 
sentative of the Papacy, according to St. John, 
was the name of blasphemy; — "and there was 
"given unto him a mouth speaking great 
" things and blasphemies — and Ir:. (opened it in 
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blasphemy against God, to b]a<4pheme his 
namei" — ^Three times in this passage does the 
apostle tell us, that the character ot the beast 
is to blaspheme. — and, is it possible that great- 
er blasphemies can be uttered against the ma- 
jesty ot heaven, than those which proceed out of 
the mouths of the Catholics, when they assert 
that the doctrineoftransubstantiatiou is agree- 
able to the word of God, and that they actually 
eat his flesh and drink his blood, in the sacra- 
ment of the Eucharist? — And, does that man, 
whether he sits amongst the princes, or 
stands amongst the lowest ranks ol the people, 
deserve to be called an intolerant pei^ecuior. 
because he abhprs the blasphemous religion ot 
Rome5 and boldly avows his determination 
never to part with his integrity, that his heart 
may not reproach him so long as he lives," by 
sanctioning any indulgences and favours to 
men who hold a doctrine repugnant to common 
sense, and hateful to God ?— Let infidels, half 
infidels, and practical atheists, loudly condemn 
the opposers of the claims of such people:—^ 
their abuse, is praise^ and honorable to the ad- 
vocates of truth, who have the commands c^f 
heaven to justify their conduct. — Which q{ 
the prophets, Irom Elijah to John, escaped ttte 
abuse and illtreatraent of such men?^" Blessed 
*' are ye, said Christ, when men shall hate you^ 
'* and when they shall separate you from their 
'' company, and shall reproach you, and cast oat 
" ytiiw I aiJic as evil, fur the son of man*s sake-^ 
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" rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy — for, 
'* behold your reward is great in heaven ; — for, 
'Mn like manner did their fathers onto the 
" prophets/' — 

The Jews were prohibited from a communion 
with idolatrous people, by these plain directions 
from God. — "Thou shait make no covenant 
"with them — neithei shalt thou make marriage 
'' with them ; — thy daughter, thou shalt not give 
^^ unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take 
"unjo thy son: — for they will turn away thy 
''son from following me, that they may serve 
^^ other Cvods; so will the anger of the Lord be 
'^ kindled against you, and destroy thee sud- 
"denly: — but thus shall ye deal with them; — 
^'ye shall destroy their altars, and break down 
"their images, and cut down their groves.**— 
If God*s displeasure against idolatry is not ex- 
actly the same now, as it wai^'when Moses 
published these laws against it, the second 
commandment is of less importance to the 
christian, than it was to the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion ; but, it was the uniform doctrine of Christy 
that all the commandments \^ere to be faithfully 
kept, if men wished to see life; consequently^ 
the laws of heaven, are still in full force against 
idolatry and the blasphemies that surround it; 
and to avoid its contagion, as well as prevent 
its spreading, what human vanity, win suggest 
better rules and better modes than those pre- 
scribed by infinite wisdom ? — Will running into 
the plague, be the means of destroying it ? — or. 



44 



Li 
t4 



28 



will the 1 n trod iictioti oft a person in the last 
slag«3 of it) into an assembly of men engaged in 
religious duties l>e the me«ins of curing him^ 
and preserving them from its destructive iufec- 
tion ? — When Christ sent his disciples to preach 
the glad tidings of salvation, to cast oat devils, 
and heal the s:(k, he said)"and whosoever shall 
not receive you, nor hear you, when yedepait 
thence, shake off the dost under your teet for a 
teslinmny against them," It was the advice of 
St. Paul to his Corinthian friends and conveits, 
" that they should not be unequally yoked to- 
*• get her with unbelievers; — for, what fellow- 
ship, says he, has righteousness, with unright*- 
eonsness, and what communion hath light 
"with darkness? — And what concord liath 
'^ Christ with Belial, or what part hath he that 
*" bclieveth with an infidel? — And what agrec- 
'• ment hath the temple of God with idols?*' — 
L'pon another occasion, when warm and ear- 
nest in his argument for the leading doctrine 
ot Christianity, the resurrection, he charged 
them not to be imposed upon, and deceived by 
the mistaken notions and errors of the enemies 
of Christ, and to recollect that foo great an in- 
tercourse, and familiarity with bad people, was 
very dangerous to good morals; — for, •*evil 
" comnmnications corrupt good manners." And 
Christ addresses the church in Pergamos, by his 
faithful servant John, in this manner, "1 have 
" a few things against thee, because thou hast 
*' thei'e them that hold the doctrine ot Balaam^ 



29 



^' wbo taii^t Baiak to cast a. stumbling l>lock 
" belore the children of Israel, to eat things 
^'sacrificed ante idols and to commit tarnica« 
"tion. — So bast thou also ibein, that hold the* 
'^ doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I 
'■ hate.'*-r-We have then the highest uiU hority 
for keeping the church of God separate^ and 
distinct from those who indulge in the sinful- 
ness of false worship and idolatry, and in the 
corrupt and vicious practices of the '^ man of 
" sin ;'* — and so long as we conscientiously act 
upon it — so long as we sincerely endeavour to 
lollow the laws and directions of the apostles — ' 
of Christ— and of God, concerning idolatrous 
people; — the scorn, the opposition, the ill treat- 
ment of men who know not what they do," 
ought never to give us a moment*s uneasiness: — 
their shafts of malice will recoil upon their own 
heads. 



THE GOSPEL. 



Christ taught, " love your enemies, forgive 
'Vyour brother his sins against you, not only 
" seven times, but seventy times seven >" — 



THE PAPACY. 



Rome anathematizes those who deny her 
doctrine — She has an inquisition always ready 
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fdi heietics. — She has an auto-da-fe for meo, 
who persevere in ticnying the possibility, of eat* 
ing* the God ot heaven and earth in the Euclia* 
rist, and who reject, with indignation and. ab- 
horrence, the other blasphenaies of the beast*- — 
In that '^act, the hei:!etic is burnt alive^ amidst 
" the transports of joy and satisfaction,** of the 
surrounding multitude of the faithful of the 
Koman Communion. — 



THE GOSPEL 



Christ tcinght, except " ye repent, ye shall HU 
" likewise perish ;" — and when he was charged 
with speaking blasphemies, because he said to 
a paralytic cripple, '' man, thy sins be forgiven 
^'rhee,'' he silenced his enemies by immediately 
performing a miracle to heal him ; hereby, con^ 
vincing them that forgiveness of sins, was quite 
as easy to him as working a miracle. — His 
behaviour was so remarkable on this occasion, 
and the power by which he acted, was so con* 
spicuons, ^^ that they were all amazed, and glo- 
" rifled God ; — and were filled with fear, sayings 
" we have seen strange things to day.** — 



THE PAPACY. 



The Romish church without any regard to, 
or mention of repentance, grants indulgences, 
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or a remission ot the punishment due to sin. — 
A popular worit, under the head of * indulgen 
•ces/ has this renaark. — "Pope Leo tlie tenth, 
^* in order to carry on the magnificent strn<rture 
'^ of St Peters at Rome, published indulgences; 
'-and a plenary remission to all such as should 
^^contribute money towards it. — Finding- the 
"project take, he granted to Albieii;, Elector of 
"Mentz, and Archbishop of Magdeburg, the 
" benefit of the indulgences of Saxony and the 
"neighbouring parts, and farmed out those 
"of other countries to the highest bidders; who, 
"tx> make the best of their bargain, procured 
." the abJiQSt preachers to cry up the value of the 
" warfei— The form of these indulgences was as 
" follows J''— ^May our Lord Jesus Christ have 
" mercy upoo thee, and absolve thee by the me- 
"rits .of hia most holy passion. — And I, by his 
'^ aQtl¥>rity, that of his. blessed apostles, Peter 
^^anci Pwl, and of the most holy Pope, graifted 
"and comimtted to me, in these parts, do ab* 
"solve thee, first from all ecclesiastical cenr 
"sures, in whatever manner they have been iu- 
"curred ; then from all thy sins, transgressions^ 
"epd excesses, how enormous soever they may 
"be, even Irom such as are reserved for the 
" cognizance of the ho)y see, and as far as the 
"keys of the holy church extend: — I remit to 
"you all punishment whiph you deserve in pur- 
" gatory on th< ir account :— apd I restore yoo 
"to the hply sacrament of the Church, to. t tie 
"unity of the faithful, and to that innocence 
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'^ and purity wliich you possessed at baptism ; 
so that when you die, the gates of punishment 
shall be shut^ and the gates of the paradise of 
delight shall be opened : — and if you shall 
not die at present, this grace shall remain in 
" full force when you are at the point of death. 
"In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
" and of the Holy Ghost.'' — 

If several other tenets of the Romish Church 
were placed by the side of the gospel, her fall- 
ing away from the pure doctrine ot Christ, 
would be equally manifest. — ^Her penance, ex- 
treme-unction, excommunication, cfelibacy, au- 
ricular confession, pious frauds, supremacy^ 
infallibility, are so many other leopard4ike- 
spots, which fix the apostacy upon hbh alone: — - 
and, as she either is, or pretends to be, blind to 
her own deformities, reformation from herself 
cannot be expected : — her spots will conliniie 
so long as she exists, and will only be washed 
out, in "the lake of fire and brimstone** prepa- 
ring for hen— 

Is there, then, as some men of the present 
enlightened age, are represented to have assert- 
ed, no difference in the various systems of reli* 
gion which abound in the world, that should 
make it an object with a State to prefer one to 
another? — Are they all, — can they all be equal- 
ly good ? — can a man of principle, of an enlar- 
ged and highly cultivated mind, with serious- 
ness and truth declare^ that he lias no particu- 
lar affection for one religion, more than for 
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nnothler? — Ad atheist miglit make such an 
avowal ; — ^because all religions^ and all religi- 
ons iservices, nltist in his opinion, be equally 
wrong and absurd ; — and, therefore, in his es- 
timation of equal value. — But, it is not to be 
credited, that any British Senator, either in the 
bouse of Commons, or in any other place, 
would stand up and say, that all religions were 
good — that he had no affection for one, more 
than for another; — ^in other words, th<at he bad 
the same regard for the religion, which inculca- 
ted the doctrine of transubstantiation, and cour 
signed to the flames those who denied the truth 
of such doctrine, as he entertained tor the reli- 
^on of him, who taught us to reverence and 
worship one God, to love our neighbour^, and 
'^to do unto ali men, as we would, that they 
''should do unto us." — Is there any difference, 
between the happiness and prosperity of En« 
gland and Spain ? — ^If there is, whence does 
that difference arise?— My ;inswer is, Irom /^ 
knowledge of tbe true religion of Chris*- .—from 
honouring the Creator^ from prac*'|ging\he vir- 
tues of benevolende And char; ^^^^ t,.^,„ ,.^n. 
sidering all men as bretb^^;,^ ^^^ particularly 
la the tKHir of afflict^^^^_S .„ ^,^^^ her inqui- 
Btton, her«act.,^ff^i,h,*' her false religion.— 
tlence, her ^^(^^^^.^^ ^er misery, her slavery — 
n eve'^y occasion of distress, whether public or 
'^^'^ate, the religion of Christ, prompts the peo- 
ple of England, to act the part ot the good 
{Samaritan — Like him, England knows no. 
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^distrnction between religious cominunio^i;, 
when objects of affliction present themselves to 
her notice: — ^in tbnit trying hour, she extends 
the hand of the most affectionate tenderuens 
and charity: to all; and the east and the west, 
and Cathoiic, Jew> Tark, and Infidel, alike ex^ 
perienee the effects of her sympathy and chris-' 
tian love. — But, iq. matters of religion, the cajse 
assumes a different shape — the errors, prejudi- 
ces, corruptions^ and false notions in religion 
of her nearest and dearest friends, are not sub- 
ject to the same laws "of m ighbourhood : — 
"parents, brethren, wives, children,** are all to 
be left, when their opinions and manners, mili- 
tate against the: truth, and the establishment of 
the righteous kingdom of Christ. — A stronger 
proof of the impropriety of assocjating with 
men, whose doctrine is not according to god- 
. lincss, and whose worship is idolatrous^ cannot 
be adduced, than this prescribed lavv or direc- 
tion of the head of our faith. — Indeed, the tender 
hearted good Samaritan seems to have recoU 
lected the opipionip of the Jews upon this sub- 
ject, and in consequecoe, completed his cha- 
racter for kindness and benevolence^ by , with - 
dratving, the moment^ he had placed the 
wonnded Jew in safety, npd given orders that 
every attention should be paid to him, and 
passed his word that he would beavv.the wh<rfe 
cxpence, on his return — He then, with a. feel- 
ing and delicacy of mind, worthy of the im^st 
enlightened Christian, departed, that his 
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presence might not occasion the unfortunate 
man any pain and uneasiness, and that he might 
not have to ofFer his thanks on his recovery, to a 
person ot a religious persuasion he abhorred — 
Men; who lay claim to the title of the real foU 
lowers of Christ, are not always possessed of the 
same gentle and courteous demeanour; — ^they 
are not always so considerate, so little ob- 
trusive, — so ready to observe the golden rule 
ot the religion they possess. — ^A few years ago, 
England, with ready affection, ^* poured oil and' 
^^wine'' into the bleeding wounds of her afflict*. 
ed neighbour. — ^The difference ot religious opin* 
ions, was entirely forgotten; — every protest 
ant pnlpit in this country, resounded with ex- 
hortations to charity and exertion in her cause: 
and every protestant heart, was warmed with 
compassion and sympathy, for the suffering of 
Catholic Ireland : — every , hand was stretched 
ont for her immediate reKef ; — and the deadly 
effects of famine and 'disease, quickly yielHed to 
the healing influence ot benevolence and love. — 
Relief being administered, England like the 
Samaritan, withdraws, first having promised 
further assisstance of atsifflilar kind, if necessa* 
ry ; — ^but, Ireland recovered from her tetnpo* 
rary affliction, follows her, and clamorously 
demands other favours, which she cannot grant, 
without endangering her own happiness, by a 
breach of duty and allegiance to the king of 
kings. — ^^She turns^ therefore, to Ireland, and in 
the latiguage of entreaty, and of sincerity, and 
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truths thus addresses her : — yoa ask of aie whet 
I dare not, what I cannot grant : — I, like you^ 
was once attached to Rocne — I embraced her 
false doctrine — 1 bowed the knee before her 
linages and pictuies; — ^and was, like you, 
wretched and miserable. — ^^^he iron yoke of ec- 
clesiastical tyranny pressed me down to the ye« 
ry earth, and drove me to a state of despera- 
tion.— rBy one mighty effort, I broke the papal 
chain, and set jnysi^lf at liberty, — -Then, first I 
knew what truth and happiness weie. — ^I ask 
you to follow my example — ^I entreat you to 
re-examine your religion, and to look into it 
with care and diligence, as I did, and to strip 
it of every false doctrine, till it becomes the re- 
ligion of truth — the religion of the gospel — the 
pure unadulterated religion of the messenger 
ot the most high.— Do you think my aucieot 
nobility, my rich and powerful families were not 
quite as jealous oi the religion ot their ances- 
tors, as any of your nobility and people can 
possibly be at the. present time? — or. do yoa 
think, they were not as competent to distin- 
guish between truth and error, as your nobility 
and leading men now are ? — ►Do you believe, 
they would have relinquished the doctrine of 
Rome5 bad they not been really convinced of 
its error ? — Why then, do you persist in that, 
which so many millions, of equal coDsequence, 
of equal ability, and of equal pride too,, have 
deliberately renounced for ever? — ^Are not 
Newton and Locke, writers, whose laleots are 
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eqaal to any of those, wiio have written, or still 
write in defenceof the Romish Church? — But 
if, notwithstanding all this, you are so violently 
attadhed to your ancient religion, that you are 
determined to contii^ue in it, — it vou from ti*e 
heart believe that yooi^^s alone, is the true 
cburoh of Christy and that.vou are bound to 
follow your divine master in all things — ^ttien, 
are you to imitate his hnmility-— then are yon 
to follow his example, and avoid giving imtie- 
cessary offence to the government under which 
you live, and under which you enjoy in tran- 
quillity and peace the religion of your choice.—- 
Need I remind you of the determination of 
Christ, to give no offence to the civil magistrate, 
under whom he lived? — Need I direct your at- 
tention to the following short narratives, as gi- 
ven by St. Matthew and St. John, or attempt 
to explain their meaning ? — ^* When Jesus and 
^*bis disciples were come to Capernaum, they 
^' that received tribute money came to Peter, 
'' and said^ doth not your master pay tribute? — 
^^hesaith, yes. — And when he was come into 
^the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, what 
^* tbinkest thou Simon ? — of whom do the kings 
" of the earth take custom Or tribute ? — of their 
" own children, or of strangers ? — Peter saith 
*^unto him, of strangers: — Jesus saith unto 
"him, then are the children free. — ^Notwith* 
^^ standing, lest we should offend them, go thoa 
^^ to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the 
"fish, that first cometh up; — and when thou 
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hast opened bis mouth, thou sbalt find a piece 
ot money ; — that take, and give unto them 

for roe, and thee/' -** When Jesus^ there* 

^' fore, perceived that they would come and take . 
^' him by force, to make him a king, be depart- 
''ed again into a mountain himself alone.** — ^If 
yon conscientiously think you have sufficient 
reason for not following my example in re- 
nouncing the papal doctrine and jurisdiction, 
have yon, can you have a. sufficient reason for 
not conscientiously imitating the example of. 
Christ? — 

" Religious liberty — Liberty of conscaence— - 
Interference in matters ot religion between a 
man and bis God,** are expressions very much 
used in discussions, relating to the claims (tf the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland.— Men. of learning' 
and authority, should use np >^iq>re8sion9 that 
are not clearly understood-— Liberty ol«m8ci- 
ence respecting trifling oeremonies and'uo^- 
sential forms^ is one thing — ^liberty of consci^ 
ence respecting God, and the worship due to 
him, on which '' life** depends^ is another.*-^The 
deity expects men to observe the laws be has 
given them — " thifii do and thou, shalt live"— 
Here is no alternativer— no cboice — ^The reli- 
gion of heaven, when known, must be obeyed^ 
or we shall not " see lile "'^r-Men, whoareonee 
acquainted with it, have no more liberty with 
respect to their obedience to the laws of God^ 
than they have with respect to dying at any 
time, and in any way they think proper. — ^Leff 
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^0 themselves, they would like the libe/ty of 
potting* off the hour of dissolution to a distant 
perioil, and then to shaice off the clothing* of 
.mortality without paiu and suffering: — and, if 
they possessed all the religioug liberty they 
pretend to be so fond of, they would still like 
to have it enlarged, that they might put oft the 
duty of obedience, till the affairs of the world 
had been attended to, till their inclinations had 
been gratified, and their families had been pro- 
vided for: — rand then, they Avould like the li- 
berty of worshipping God, and making their 
peace with him, in any way that suited them 
l)est; — ^whether that was according to the pur- 
gatory at Rome^ or the paradise at Mecca: — 
and if, under such circumstances, tliey should 
be told^ tliat this was shockingly trifling with 
the concerns of eternity, they would indignant- 
ly reply9 'that do man was justified in inter- 
'fering betweea their consciences and their 
'God** — ^Ntdther^ if what Clirist has said upon 
this subjects means any thing, and is of any 
weiglit, ^bave ' inen acquainted with the Bible, 
nmcb liberty in choosing the wayin which they 
• are to^diseharge the religious duties required of 
theai.— " Verily, verily I say unto you, he that 
'^leotereth not by the door into the sheepfold^ 
^ but dimbeth ap some other way, the same is 
^'a thief) and a robber. — ^Then said Jesus unto 
, *^ the'n^ again.> verily, verily, I say uiito yon, I 
'* am the door of the sheep ; — by me if any man 
' '* ei|t«r in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and 
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*' out and find pasture/' — ^This figa rati ve tan*'' 
guage is well understood — The doctrine ot 
Christ, is in exact harmony with the moral law, 
given by God to Moses, and is the only path to 
life — At Petei-sburgh, at Constantinople^ at 
Rome, men may talk as loud as they please about 
** religious liberty," and *' the liberty of con- 
^'science*' — When they are under the chains 
of ecclesiastical tyranny, then may they with 
great reason extol the beauty of religious liberty, 
which will suffer them to worship God, not in- 
deed in aiiy manner they think proper, but as 
he has prescribed ; — then, may they sit down 
by the waters of modern Babylon, and weep 
that they are compelled to sacrifice their con- 
sciences to the arbitrary will of others, or to 
be sacrificed in flames; — but, in the "Temple 
" of God,** thro wp open by Christ, and endowed, 
with glorious freedom by him, to talk of any 
other religious liberty — to say that every hu- 
man being is entitled to worship the deity ac- 
cording to the pure and genuine dictates of his 
conscience, that is, if they think proper under 
the representation ot an image or a painting, is 
contrary to, and not allowed by scriptare.-^ 
Conscience and ignorance, are occasionally con- 
founded together: — ^and therefore, the dictates 
of ignorance, may be mistaken for those of con- 
science.- — In the temple of God, where all is 
truth, it is our duty "to stand fast;*' — add 
whilst we invite all, without exception, to enter 
into it, and fredy to partake of all the bl^ssin^ 
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to it, we are not to be remiss and negligent, 
and permit an enemy to enter, and '* entangle 
" us again with the yoke ot bondage T — in that 
ease, our last state would be worse than our 
first, according to the opinion ot the fervent 
apostle St. Peter ; — " if, after men have escaped 
" the pollutions of the world through the know- 
'^ ledge ot the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
*Hbey are again entangled therein, and over- 
^ come, the latter end is worse with them, than 
** the beginning."— 

Let it also be remembered, that if the mem-* 
hers of the Roman Catholic communion, are 
honest and sincere in their profession ; — it they 
really believe the doctrine of their church to be 
the exclusive, and only true doctrine ot Christ, 
they are bound as his faithful followers, under 
all circumstances, and at all hazards, to ^^ be 
^'instant in season, and out of season,"' to pro- 
pagate the principles and tenets of their reli-« 
gion. — On the other hand, if they do not be- 
lieve all the articles of their church to be ac 
cording to the gospel — and if they do not 
beUeve, that the supreme head of their religion 
can work a miracle whenever he pleases, and 
yet pretend to believe this ; — then, their hypocri- 
sy is evident, and their iniquity in propagating, 
what they know to be a gross falsehood, de- 
serves the strongest reprobation, instead of sup* 
port and encouragement. — On either of these 
suppositions, it can never be deemed right, or 
sate for men who value the laws of God, and 

u 
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the gospel, to admit the Catholics into situar 
tions of power, in which if they are honest, they 
ought to exert their abilities to overturn the 
protestant faith ;-— and, if they are dishonest, 
and naere hypocrites, they are neither fit cora- 
paqious for the upright worshipper, nor proper 
persons to fill official posts in the state^ of tl^e 
highest importance. — 

No one can read the scriptures, without per- 
ceiving that a great deal of circumspection is 
recommended, even to those, who seem to stand 
most firmly on the rock of truth: — through 
want of attention, tlieir feet may slip, and they 
may fall ; — and through their neglect, that rock 
which can neither be destroyed by wind, nov 
waves, nor time itself, may be overgrotrn with 
noxious plants and weeds. — ^The seven churches 
of Asia fell, and have not yet recovered, from 
the slavery and the misery which followed 
that fall. — ^The denunciation, "I will come 
unto tbe« quiclj.ly, and remove thy candle- 
stick out of bis place/ oug^t to a^ake, and 
keep christians^ exceedingly vigilant in their 
spiritual concerns. — ^They ought to preserve 
tiiemselves from the fatal effects of apostacy, 
and from the insidious artifices of apostates -^ 
Tlie apostolical directions to them, are very 
plain. — "You must have no blasphemers 
'* amongst you of the synagogue of Satan — ^You 
" must not suffer amongst you, those who 
'* would throw stumbling blocks in your 
"way, by introducing dangerous doctrines 
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"concerning idols — ^The iniquities of the false 
"prophetess Jezebel n3ust have no place a- 
" mongst you-7— Indifference and inactivity ia , 
" the vineyard of God, are exceedingly offensive 
" to him, and therefore must be banished from 
" you ; — for, by these means, the things of reli- 
"gion are scarcely kept alive — ^All false teach - 
" ers and liars, must be driven from your society, 
" with becoming spirit and resolution, lest they 
" should rob you of your crown — Lukewarm- 
" ness, containing neither heat, nor cold, must 
•* have no existence in the church of God, lest 
*• he should arise in his anger, and destroy such 
'* half worshippers ; — that all the churches on 
** ( artb may know, that omnipotence searcheth 
<* the hearts and reins — ^that he overlooks not 
'* the conduct of a single individual — but, will 
f^ give unto all men according to their works," — 

(3) — Condemning language. — - 

To prove that this expression is justifiable, 
as well as to establish the fact that God has 
Sentenced tne apostacy of Rome to perdition; 
and also to shew people who have not consider- 
ed the nature of it, and what the almighty has 
spoken of it, some of the most striking passa- 
ges of the sacred writings shall now be quoted^ 
which describe its character, and the calamities 
awaiting it :— first premising, that it ought not 
to excite any wonder in us, that the deity who 
interferes iii the affairs of this world, much 
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more than many are disposed to allow, should 
have made some comiuuaications concerning it, 
to a few of his faithful sei'vants. — It was an 
evil of great magnitude that he was pointing 
out to them: — it was to continue many years — 
it was to afflict one of the finest quarters of the 
earth by its tyranny and oppression — it was to 
retard the progress of truth, and prevent the 
establishment of the pure doctrine of the gos- 
pel, and consequently, it would be a very great 
obstacle to the happiness of men. — 

One of the greatest prophets under the law, 
thus relates a divine communication made to 
him in the visions of the night, concerning this 
apostacy. — " I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit 
in the midst ot my body, and the visions of 
my head troubled me. — I came near unto one 
^^ ot them that stood bv, and asked him the 
^* truth of all this : so he told me, and made me 
" know the interpretation of the things. — These 
^^ great beasts wliich are four, are four kings, 
" which shall arise out of the earth ; — but the 
*^ Saints ot the most high shall take the king- 
^^ dom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even 
** for ever and ever — ^Then I would know the 
" truth of the fourth beasts which was di- 
" verse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, 
^^ whose teeth were ot iron, and his nails of 
brass, which devoured brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with his feet ; — and of 
" the ten horns that were in his head, and of 
^' the other which cauie up, and before whom 
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"tFiree fell, even of that horn that had eye;^, 
^' and a mouth, that spake very great things, 
'^ whose look was more stout thau his fellows. — 
'^ I beheld, and the same horn^ made war with 
" the Saints, and prevailed agaiast them ; — 
'^ until the ancient ot days came, and judge- 
" ment was given to the saints of the most 
"high; — and the time came that the saints 
"possessed the kingdom. — ^Thus he said,' the 
" fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon 
" earth, which shall be diverse from all ki ng- 
'' doms, and shall devour the whole earth, and 
" shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.— 
'' And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten 
"kings that shall arise: — and another shall 
" arise after them, and he shall be diverse from 
" the first, and he shall subdue three kings — 
" And he shall speak great words against the 
" most high, and shall wear out the saints of 
" the most high^ and think to change times and 
" laws : and they shall be given into h?.s hand, 
"until a time, and times, and the dividing of 
"time. — JBut the judgement shall sit^ and 
" they shall take away his dominion j to con-' 
^^sume and destroy it unto the end^^ 

St« John des£ribes the Papacy under similar 
symbols, and in language resembling that of 
Daniel. — -*' And I stood upon the sand ot the 
" sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea 
"having seven heads and ten hoins, and upon 
" his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the 
"name of blasphemy. — And there was given 
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" unto him a month speaking great things and 
** blasphemies ; — ^and power was given unto 
^^him to continue foity and two months. — ^And 
''he opened his mouth in blasphemy againist 
'^ God, to blaspheme his name, and bis taber- 
"nacle, and them that dwell in heaven. — And 
^ it was given unto him to ntoke war with the 
^* Saints, and to overcome them; — and power 
*^ was given him over all kiudned, and tongues, 
" and nations.** The apostlfii then mshes to fix 
the attention of his readers in a particular man- 
ner, upon the end o( this destructive monster, 
and says, *^ if any man have an ear let him 
*f hear : — he that leadelh into captivity^ 
" shall ffo into caplimty : — he that killeth 
^^whh the sword^ must be killed with the 
*' nvordr — 

With a little variation ot the symbols, he 
enters more cit large into the general iniquity 
pf the papacy, under the character ol tlife wo- 
man, thus described by the wise kingof Isfael~ 
^' Hei lips drop as an honey comb, and her 
"rnonth is smoother than oil — but her end is 
^* bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two edged 
'Vsword, her feet go down to death, her steps 
^* take hold on hell. — Bv her means, a man is 
*' brought to a piece ot bread. — For, can a man 
^* take fire in his hosom^ and his clothes not 
^'"be burned f-^^Cati one go upon hot coals, 
^^ and his feet not be burned ?"- — 

** And there came, one of the seven angels, 
^- ^hich bad the seven vials, and carried roe 
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**aTay in tite Spirit into the wiltlerncss; — ^and 
'* 1 s.i>v a woavin ^it upon a scarlet colatircd 
''beast, fuU of bames of blasphemy, having' 
** seven heads aud ten horns. — And the \romair 
*' was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, a:ntl 
" decked with gold and precious stones an I 
'^ pearls, baying a golden cup in her hand, full 
'^ of abominations aud filthioess of her {ornica' 
"tion: — and. upoa her forehead was a name 
"written, mystery, Babylon the great, tlie mo- 
" ther of harlots, and abomin;itions of the 
"earth. — ^And I sfstw the woman drunken with 
" the blood of the saints, and of the blood of 
" the martyrs pf Jesus ^ — and when i saw her, 
" I wonde^r^d with great admiration. And the 
"c^ngel .said Q^Qio «me, wherefore didst. thou 
"marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of ihe 
"iiroman, and Qi the beast that carrieth her,' 
"wMdi bftth'.tiiftseyen. beads and ten horns -^—' 
" TJbe bea^^t ftbajt. ithw sawest,. wais, and is not,; 
" iipd isj^all »sceji»d out of the bottomlei^s pit^ 
'^andgQ ititQ perdition ^-r-^nA here is the itiind 
" wbicH hs^tfi, wisdom i-rrThe sev^en head3 are 
'^sey^. mouutain$, on wMch the woman iAt- 
"tsth,— ^And there ^re aeyeu kings; aad five 
" a^*e fallen, and one is, and ibe other is not yet 
''qome;-— and when he eometh, bemastcou'- 
" ti^uj? a sbort 5pace.-r-And the beast that was, 
"and is not, even be is the eighth, and is of 
"the sjeven, aud goelh into perdili^n.-^r-Aod 
"after these, things, I saw another. angel eome 
"d9wafroa) lieaven, having great power .;rr- 
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aii'l the earth was iis^htened with his glory— 
and he cried mightily, with a strong voice, 
saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, 
and is become the habitation of devils, and 
" the hold of every loul spirit, and the cage of 
" every unclean and hateful bird. — For all na- 
" tious have drunk of the wine of the wrath of 
** her fornication, and the kings of the earth 
" have committed fornication with her, ahdthc 
" merchants of the earth, are waxed rfch 
"through the abundance of her delicacies. — 
" And I heard another voice from heaven ; 
" saying, come out of her^ my people^ thai 
" 1/^ be not partakers of her sins; — and that 
^' ye recewe not of her plagues. — ^For her sins 
** have reached unto heaven, and God hath re- 
** membered her iniquities. — Reward her, evfen 
" as she rewarded you ; and double unto her, 
** double, according to her works: — in the cup 
*• which she hath filled^ fill to her double. — ^How 
" much she hath glorified herself, and lived de- 
^' liciously, so much torment and sorrow give 
*^ her ; — for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, 
" and am no widow^ and shall see no sorrow. — 
" Therefore shall her plagues come in one 
^' day^ and death and mourning and fa* 
" mine : — and she shall be utterly burned 
" with fire ; for strong is the Lord that 
judgeth her. — ^The merchants, which were 
made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the 
<< fear of her torments^ weeping, and wailing, 
*^ and saying, alas^ alas, that great city, that 
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^^iras clothed in fine linen, and purple,' and 
*^ scarlet) and decked with gold and precious 
*^ stones, and pearls ! — For^ in one honr so great 
" riches is come to nought.-— Rejoice over her 
^^tbou heaven^ and ye holy apostles and pro- 
*^phets ;*-**for God hath avenged t/ou on her.-^ 
*'And a mighty angel took up a stone, like si 
*^ great niill-stoae, and cast it into the sea, say- 
** ing, thus with violence shail: the great cittf 
^^BabyUm he Hirown €lown, nud shall he 
^^ found 710 more at all, — ^And the beast was 
^'taken, and with him the false prophet, that 
'^wrought miracles before him, With which hd 

^^ deceived them that had received the mark of 

■ > 

^^tbe beast) and them that, worshipped his 
^- image. — These hoi h were cast alive into a 
** lake of fire burning, with brimstoner 

St. Paul upon the same subject, is no less 
zealous and denunciatory. — ^^' JLet no man de* 
^' ceive you by aoy. gleans;— for that diiy shall 
^' not come, except there come a falling away 
-^ first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 
*^son of perdition J who opposeth and exalteth 
'^ himself above all that is called God, or that 
^*is worshipped; so that he, as God sitteth in 
"the temple of God, shewing himself that he is 
" God.-— Remember ye not, that when I was 
^*yet with you- 1 told you these things? — And 
*^ now ye know what withholdeth, that he might 
"be revealed in his time — For tlie mystery of 
"iniquity doth already work; — only, lie who 
'^ now letteth will let, until tie he lakeu out of 
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.^^ihe way:— and tlicn shaH that wieted ofie te 
** revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with 
'^ Me spirit of his mouthy and shall destroy 
^^ with the brightness of his coming : even 
him, wboM coming i» after the working of 
SataD, witfa all power, and signs, and lying 
'^ wonders^ and with all deceivableness of un- 
rigbteocisness in them that perisrb ; — because 
they receive itot the lote of truth that they 
^^ might be saved > and for tbis^ eause, God 
'• shall send them strong delusion^ thai they 
" should believe a lie; — i/mt they all might 
^ be damned who believe nol the truth y but 
^ had pleasure in unrighieousnessr— 

What, but the '^ strongest delusion,** could 
ifnduce any people to believe in the God-eating 
doctrine of transubstantiation ? Is it possible 
to have stronger internal evidence than this 
passage affords ns^, that St. Paul intended every 
word of it for the Papacy, and fm those who 
were so blind as not to see the falsehood of its 
doctrine, or wicked enough to carry on the 
gross imposition, at the eertarnty of their own 
condemnation and punishment ?— -And can any 
one, who believes the scriptures, entertain a 
doubt, that God will destroy thi^ apostacy, and 
visibly shew his displeosure against those wbo, 
without pioper reflection, or from tear of the 
multitade that belong to it, foolishly support 
it? How did ttie Almighty treat the apostacy 
in ihe wilderness? — In what light did he view 
the coiuliKt of Aaron, who, with a pusillanimity 
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nawoitibjr a firieafc ok the most li%by yielded to 
the Irishes ot aa idnlatroos moltitade^ calling 
upon him to substitute a &lse worship for that^ 
which alooe was true ;— -and being frightened, 
gave thein an image to prostrate themselves be<^ 
fere, instead of peremptorily insisting upon their 
bowing down to the creator of heayeu and 
earthy and compelling them^ to acknowledge 
with one voice, that he only was God ?-r— '^Come,* 
^^ make to us a God, said they, that may go 
'^before us: — for as to that Moses, the man 
^^ that brought us out of the land of Egypt^ we 
^know not what is become of him.-7-Aaron 
''said to them; pull off the goldec pendants 
*' which are in the ears of your wivw, of your , 
'' sons, and of your daughters^ and bring them 
'' to me. — So all the people pulled off the gol^ . 
^den pendants that were in their ears, and 
'' brought them to Aaron, who received the gold 
'' of their hands, and fashioning it in a mould, 
'' made it a molten calf. — ^And they said ; this, . 
^'O Israel, is your God, who brought you put 

^ of the land of Egypt. ^Then spoke the Lord 

^ to Moses : — ^go, get thee down :-:-T-for thy peo- 
{de, which thou brougbtest out ot the land of 
*'£gypt, have corrupted themselves: — ^they 
^^ have turned aside quickly out of the way . 
'^ which X commanded them :— they h^ve made 
^^them a molten calf,, and have worshipped it, 
^^ and have saciificed thereunto. — ^And the Lord 
*^ said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and 
'* behold it is a stiff-necked people :— now, 
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^^Hthei-elore-fet mi; alone, that my wrath may 
^' wax hot against them, and that I may con*" 
^^ sume them. -^And with Aaron Ike Lord was 
^ so ttroikj that he wonid have destroyed him; 
'^ but Moses interceded Tor Aaron ; and he took 
^^ the calf which Aaron had made, ai»l bnrned 
^*ifr in the fire, and grotiqd it. to powder, and 
^strewed it upon the Water^ and mQude thechiU 
^* dren of Israel di4tik of it.-^-And Moses stood 
^ in the gate of the (^mp, and said, who is on 
** the Lord's side? — L^ him come nnto me;^-^ 
^/ and all the sons ot Levi gathered themselves 
^'unto him; and he said unto them, thus saitb 
^ the Lord God of Israel, pijt every man bis 
^ sword by bis side, and go in and out, fi-om 
^^ gate to gate, thronghout'the camp, and slay 
** every raig^n bis bi'otber, and every man his 
^* compafnioh, and every man his neighbour. — 
^' And t^ie d&ldreii of Levi did i^ccording to tlie 
^^ Word ot Mdses : dnd there fell ot the people 
^^that\day, about three tboui^nd men. — ^And 
^* the Lbi'd^said unto Moses, wbolsoever bath 
^^ si^'tied agaiust tne, him Mil I biot put of my 
" book.^— Thei^effbre, bow ^ go, lead the people 
^inito the placed of which I hdtve ^spoken untp 
*^ iiee:-^|)eliold my angel sbWl go before jtjbee:-^ 
^'iieyertheiiBss;^ in the d«y when I vi«t, J will 
'•Jrisit their sin Upon themiy-^o the Lordssent 
^'^i^f^^ikes ahiong 'ffii j^dple on afccoiint <>f the 
•• calf; Wblbli they hM m -A^ron make"-^ 
iElelationi^hlp, fHendship, neighbourhood, were 
not to be coQSi^dered, when the majesty \pf 
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heaven was insulteil, by the infroddction oi 
idolatry into his household : — ^the sword nnd 
the pestilence destroyed tfie enemies of God :— ^ 
and,' nothrng, but the humble entreaties and 
earnest solicitations ot Moses, could have pre« 
^rved Aaron himself from destruction, because 
be listened to the impious proposals of stupid, 
senseless^ in&tuated ignorance.— With the re* 
cord in our hands, of such fatal consequences 
prising out of indulging the vicious inclinations 
of idolatrous persons, we ought to be very can-* 
tiods how we make concessions to people in any 
respect of a similar character. — ^There is no oc- 
casion to open the gate of the vineyard, to the 
determined enemies of those, who are cultiva- 
ting it ;' — they will do all they can, to steal iq 
privately; or, they will come by night and 
climb over the wall, and plunder it, or sow 
tares in it, and do an irreparable injury to it, on- 
ly unless the owners of it keep a strict watch, 
and prevent their evil designs. — ^And surely, thi$ 
deserves not to be called the guard of intole- 
rance and persecution, but of caution and secu- 
rity.-^— If Aaron h Ad been properly circumspect, 
and had checked' the rising inclination in the 
minds of the people, for the false worship and 
the golden calves, they had seen so much of iq 
the land of their slavery, his character woulcji 
not have suffered — the displeasure of God would 
not have fallen upon him — and the lives of a 
great number of his countrymen would have 
been spared. — ^Allusion is not made to the 
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upostacy at the foot (il Horeb, as if idolaters 
weve now to be treated by os^iti the same inaa- 
ner, they were then treated by the commaod of 
God.— Mankind are not at present, nor have 
we any i^ason to suppose^ they will ever agaio 
be placed in similar circumstances. — ^The AU 
inij^hty was himself, as the prophet Samuel em- 
phatically styled him, the king ot Israel, at 
.that time; and reigning. in such a manner^ 
I hat all the people had daily proof of his super* 
intending power and goodness, in his miracu- 
lously preserving them from the hands of their 
enemies, and from the painful effects of drought 
and famine. — ^They had likewise been long ac- 
customed to a manifestation of his immediate 
presence, by the appearance ^^ of the pillar of 
^^ cloud at the door of the tabernacle*"; and 
knew that the commands which Moses issued, 
were dictated by their supreme governor and 
director. — If they had not been perfectly con- 
vinced of this, they would never have obeyed 
him ; especially, when his orders affected the 
lives of thousands of their nearest friends and 
relatives, — ^If they had discovered any thing 
like dishonest V in him ; — if thev had not been 
certain, that he could, with a pure heart and 
clean hands have said to them, '^ whose ox have 
" I taken ? — or whom have I defrauded ?^ — 
whom have I oppressed, or of whose hand 
have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes 
^'therewith?" — if they had suspected him of 
ambitious and tyrannical designs, they would 
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have conspired against, and slain Iiitn ^ for, iti 
the rebellions house of Israel, there were al- 
ways men as jealous, suspicious, and vindictivet 
as Korahy Dathan. and Abiram. — ^Tbe conT** 
mands of their king, were, therefore submitted 
to, on this occasion, without opposition : — they 
bad been guilty of a capital offence, and the 
punishment of it, was from God« — Kings, Prin*- 
ces, and magistrates, who profess to live accord- 
ing to the laws of Christ, are as much bound to 
observe bis plain precepts and injunctions 
against false Worship, and those who obstinate- 
ly, aud against their better knowledge persist 
in it, as Moses was to obey the commands, and 
execute the laws which he had received from 
heaven^ against idolaters and idolatry. — For, 
under whose authority did the christian law- 
giver issue his precepts ? — ^The same gracious 
and powerful being, that spoke by Moses, spoke 
also by Christ — ^Now, it is allowed by all, that 
Christ altered none of the moral laws of God: — 
and it would be an absurdity to suppose, that he 
abrogated the decrees of his Almighty father a* 
gainst the vices and corruptions of the false sys- 
tems of religion, he was sent to overthrow, and 
which, his doctrine went directly to destroy. — 
In teaching the people, to worship God in spirit 
and in truth, he virtuallv confirmed those de- 
crees ; and shewed them the danger of any 
other kind of religious, service; and in con- 
demning the apostacy of '^ the man of sin,** by 
the mouth of his beloved apostle, and in 
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cOmniclnding his followers to shUn and ^void 
it, or to "come out of it," if tbey had un* 
fortunately been sed.uced into it unawares, 
that they might not be partakers of the sins 
belonging to it, nor receive the plagues that 
Would fall upon it, he has testified his indigna* 
tion against, and abtiorrence of it, and taught 
lis how we ought to conduct ourselves toWiird9 
the infatuated members of it. — **There is no de« 
cree of heaven, — there is no language in the old 
testament against idolatry, stronger than the 
commands, and the words of Christ against the 
idolatrous apostacy of Rome, already in part . 
recited, and to be found in the writings of St« 
John. — ^Are then, Christiati Princes to pay aoy 
attention to these things, or, are they to dis- 
regard every thing said in the Scriptures upon 
this subject, and like the timid Aaron, to in* 
dulge the wishes ot idolaters, and favour a 
caus€y which God has condemned? — ^Are tbey 
to open their aims and leceive within them^ 
the friends and lovers of that apostacy ^ which 
tbey are ordered to use their utmost endeavours 
to destroy? No. — ^This would be rebellion 
against Christy the head of our religion : — and^ 
it would be a very high offence against God, 
" to go beyond bis word," and approve what be 
condemns, and " bless what he has cursed.'* — . 
^^ Living vntbout God/' and legislating with*- 
out any regard to him, are equally dangerous 
to an individual, and to a nation ; — and, there* 
tore, are e<5[ually to be deprecated. — ^Israd fell, 
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modarchies, raised by human wisdom, and snp«: 
ported by physical strength^ soon perished^ like 
the short lived beasts, under which, they were 
represented to the mind of the prophet, by the 
deity ; — ^leaving behind them, little more than 
the traces of bloodshed and slaughter, oppress, 
sion and tyranny, that generally followed their 
actions.-^If this was the case in the empireSt 
whose rulers knew nothing ot the Creator : — ^if 
their strength was changed into weakness, 
when their princes boasted ^' of the might of 
" their power, and the honor of their m^esty,** 
as if, '^ the most high ruled not in the kiugdofii 
*^ of men ; — and gave not dominion to whomso* 
" ever he thought proper ;** —men, who am ap* 
pointed to carry on the affairs of a great nation^ 
professing the principles of Christianity, ought 
to be careful, how they enact laws, which are 
not in union with those of God. — It is an easy 
thing to ridicule the idea, that God interferes 
in the affairs of the world ;-*— it is not a difficult 
matter to repk^sept a person ad a ^* visionary,** 
who asserts that God takes notice of the differ- 
ent acts of kingdoms and nations: — but, when 
a state is reduced from independence and free- 
dom, and is compelled to submit to the power 
of a conquering enemy : — or, when a monarch 
is hurled from his throne, like the proud king of 
Babylon, because he paid no attention to the 
will ot God ; — the idea of the divine govern- 
ment, may be smiled at, — but it will be achnit- 
ted, without hesitation, that the liberty of the 
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one, and the cro^rn of the othfer are seldom re- 
covered, Without great difficulty and exertion, — 
If the deity is excluded, according to the opin- 
ion Of many modern statesmen, from taking any 
interest in the political affairs of a kingdom, 
does not such an exclusion ti*ench deeply upon 
one of the attributes of God ; his omniscence? — 
For, if the deity knows every thing, he can at 
no time be ignorant of what is doing ior the 
good or iiijury of his creatures, by the wise or 
unwise counsels of men in power;— and must 
approve or condcmin accordingly. — It it is sup- 
posed, that religious, and not political subjects, 
pass under his observation and notice, this 
does not extricate us from difficulty. — But, 
there is a much closer connection between re- 
ligious and political subjects, than- some men 
are disposed to allow. — ^What is politically 
right, or really beneficial to a state, will selddm 
be religiously wrong. — Mauy things which ap- 
pear advantageous to the political interest of 
a country, are directly the contrary, because 
they are not founded upon the principles of 
justice: — both history and experience shew 
this ; — consequently, whatever is wrong, when 
tried by the religion of justice and truth, be- 
stowed upon man by his maker, can never be 
politically right, or really and lastingly benefi- 
cial to the inteiiest of any government or na- 
tion. — In other words, no government can be 
ronsidcred good and lasting, unless it is found- 
ed upon a basis corresponding with tlie divice 
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laws: — and cveo then, the chief inagistra'te 
mast be very circamspect in all he does — he 
must guard against irrdigioas innovation — be 
must never lose sight of the righteous laws of 
hiin^ who gave him his ^^dominion and power** — 
and he must endeavour to make his subjects 
imitate his own virtuous example^ or his ^^king- 
'' dom may be taken from him, and given to 
" one that is more deserving of it.** — When we 
consider these things, we cease to wonder that 
the mighty empires of Greece and Rome fell, 
and crumbled into pieces — ^Deficient in the 
great ppints that give stability and glory tp 
(empires, their strength spon became weakness, 
and their dissolution inevitable. — ^Their learn- 
ing, so much admired by, and so valuable to us, 
was comparatively of little use to them-^— It re- 
strained no licentiousness — ^it eradicated none 
of those passions, which disgrace human rea?- 
son — it destroyed none of the errors of idolatry 
and paganism. — ^The furious dispositions of 
wild beasts^ with all their savage qualities char 
racterized them, in each period of their exist- 
ence, and hastened their destruction, — -notwithr 
standing all the beauty and sweetness of the 
numbers of Homer apd Virgil — ^the eloquent 
orations of Demosthenes and Cieero — the dcr 
lightful histories of Herodotus ami Livy — ^the 
reputed justice and impartiality of the Grecian 
Areopagus — and the wisdom and caution of the 
Roman Curia. — ^The literature of Greece and 
Rome then first became leally useful^ when it 
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VfM united with the wisdom and knowledge 
that flowed from the writings of the sacred 
historians. — When the bible was torn from un- 
der the heavily pressing feet of the "great 
"beast,** and men/ in defiance of Papal Bulls 
and decrees/ studied it, and drew their own 
draughts of knowledge from the divine founts 
then, a surprising alteration took place in the 
manners and opinions of some of the nations of 
Europe. — ^The great discovery of the art of 
printing, caused the sacred writings to be 
known, and paved the way for universal civi-* 
Mzation and science ;— whilst the magnetic 
needle, introduced us to the acquaintance 
of strangers, in the different quarters of the 
globe ; — and the concise and beautiful history 
of St. Luke taught us' a lesson, that ^e could 
never have learned from all the ponderous 
volumes of antiquity, that these strangers were 
the brethren of Christians, and entitled both to 
their love and assistance. — 

If, then, ignorance, with the long catalogue 
of miseries that generally attends it, still per* 
vades the countries, where the Roman Catho- 
lic religion prevails ; — ^if the laity of that com- 
munion are still kept in daikness, concerning 
those truths in the sacred writings, that would 
animate their exertions in the cause of their 
fellow creatures, and cheer them in every 
difficulty and trouble, they might meet with in 
the different stages of their existence, what can 
with propriety be urged, in defence of the 
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acii^ocates of persons- professing a retigion, 
which entails wretchedness and slavery upon 
those who belong to it? — Why are not Spain, 
and Italy and Ireland as happy and as free as 
England ? — ^The answer is, — happiness and li- 
berty accompany the knowledge of the gospel — 
England knows the true God, and bends before 
his altar. — Ireland, Italy, and Spain^ if they 
know God, honor him not as God ; — Saints, 
angels, pictures receive that homage and ado* 
ration from them, which puts them at enmity 
with the creator, and makes him ^^ remove his 
countenance from them** — ^When the the first' 
inhabitants of earth deserted God, he deserted 
them ; — and the pleasure and happiness of the 
garden of Eden, were succeeded by " the thornif 
'^and thistles** of a dreary wilderness, and the 
pain and labour of cultivating the ground '^ in 
"the sweat of their brows." — Christ teaches 
the way to root out these thorns and thistles, 
and smooths the path of human life — 'The Pa- 
pacy suflfers them to grow, and to plague and 
torment the world. — 

(4) — Christians. — 

Not the followers of " Paul or Apollos, or 
" Cephas," but of Christ: — the followers of him^ 
who declared that ^^ no man could serve two 
•* masters" — who set us an example how to do 
good; — ^but, at the same time, advised us, 
whilst endeavouring to imitate him, to mix 
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the wisdom of serpents, with the harmlessness 
*' of doves," lest our attempts should be frustra* 
ted aud we ourselves should be injured. — Posi- 
tive, not problematical good, is that which he 
recommended us to do to our fellow men. — 
The impostor, or man oi doubtful character, is 
pot, according to the directions of Christ, en- 
titled to the same notice and assistance, in the 
hour of distress and adversity, as are due to the 
honest and upright, when in similar circum- 
stances ot affliction. — ^The suit of the rich man 
ill torments was not attended to by Abraham, 
either as regarded himself, or his surviving 
brothers. — If the connections and friends of 
this wretched man, could not be persuaded to 
listen to Moses and the prophets, the righteous 
Abraham, was not authorized to exert himself 
in their favour, and to hazard a miracle for the 
benefit of those, who would only make a bad 
return for such an extraordinary act of grace 
in their behalf. — If the " wisdom of serpents 
*^and harmlessness ot doves,*' do not mark the 
conduct of the Christians of the present, as they 
did that, of the Christians in the apostolic age, 
they may fall in^o a state, in which neither 
their profession, nor their knowledge, nor their 
virtue, may be. of any service to them. — If my 
vineyard is highly cultivated — ^if my vine is 
well tended,, pruned, and dressed — ^if it is in 
full bearing, with fruit of the largest size and 
richest flavour — ^if the labourers I employ, are 
honest, upright and diligent — if they not only 
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perform tlirir wotk, in the most satisfactory 
manner, according to the directions given theni,< 
but exert themselves in my service, and zealous* . 
ly endeavour to promote my interest on all oc- 
casions, am I to neglect theirs in return? — 
This would be both folly and ingratitude.-— Or, 
shall I introduce aniongst them other labourers, . 
who are entirely unacquainted with the nature ^ 
of the work that will be required of them, — or, ,^ 
shall I put amongst them men of indolent add 
vicious habits ?-^If I am careless and inatten- 
tive, the ** noble vine, the right seed," may be 
injuied by my own people ; — much more easily, 
then would it be injured by the ignorant or the 
worthless — ^If in my absence, an injudicious 
triebd might do it mischief; — ^certainly, an 
^nemy, who envies me the richness and beauty 
of it— who turns pale at my prosperity* — and 
grudges ih6 the power of giving,«ciohs to' all 
that wish to have them, would seize the oppor- 
tunity of doing, all the mischief 'in it he could,^ 
if he perceived any indifference^or neglect on my 
part. — ^Would not the'man, who considers my* 
vine of the " wrong seed,'* take pleasure in de- 
stroying it, that he might plant his own in its 
stead?— If I do any acfi that may promote his 
object, I shall assuredly firid *' briars, and 
" thorns, and sour grapes,^ in my vineyard — ^I 
shall beyond any doubt, offend him, who gave 
me the seed of my vine, — and shall deserve to 
hear him say, — " I will command the clouds 
"that they rain no rain upon it/' — Whilst, 
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kofrever, I carefully bear in mind this threat^ 
and recollect that it is both my interest, and my 
daty, to protect my vineyard from every kind 
of barm, t will not surround it with walls so 
high that done shall see it, but those within 
it ; — nor, shall its gates be perpetually closed — 
Strangers, as well as those who are known, 
shall have free and welcome admission. — -I will 
conceal from none^ — ^not even from real or sus- 
pected enemies, the mode of my cultivatioa, 
and the means that have been used, to bring 
the fruit of my vine to such admirable perfec- 
tion; — every thing shall be cheerfully explain- 
ed, and the fruit shall be freely offered to eve- 
ry visitor, that will condescend to accept it. — 
Nevertheless, I will never be off my guard: — 
neither enemies, nor strangers, shall supersede 
my authority, or possess any power in my vine- 
yard, lest they should ^^ beat some of my ser- 
^ vants, kill others,** destroy my vine, and take 
possession of my estate. — I am justified in this 
conduct, by the example and by the directions 
of him, who first planted the seed of this vine. 
The sacred historian informs us^ that *^ Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem and found in the tem- 
ple those that sold oxen, and sheep, and doves, 
and the changers of money sitting; — ^and 
^' when he had made a scourge of small cords, 
^* he drove them all out of the temple, and the 
^' sheep, and the oxen ; — and poured out the 
" changers' money, and overthrew the tables ; — 
^'add said unto them that sold doves, take 
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* these tWrigs hence; — make not my father^ 
" bouse, a house of merchandise.** — By this act, 
Christ not only shews his (lisappi'obation of such 
temple prostitution, but severely reproves the 
beads of Isratl, for siifFering the place, appro- 
priated to the particular service of God, to be 
polluted by persons, who had no sense of their 
duty to the deity, nor any regard for their 
neighbours, whose inten^st they were injuring 
by usurious transaction^^, — otherwise, he would 
not have used so vStrong an expression, as his 
JBeal dictated on this occasion.— If we possess 
a pearl of great price, it l>ecomes us to preserve 
it: — it is only a mark of wisdom, to iise cir- 
cutn^pi^ction and care in the protection of aur 
treasure;^ — and whenever it is necessary, we 
must put ourselves forward, and defend i( 
against the attacks ot enemies, with the great- 
est courage, and most determined resolution,:-^ 
It is much better, at once. to refuse adinisf* 
sioa to a person, who will not dress hitnself 
in a garment proper for a marriage feast, (ban 
to disturb the innocent mirth and pleasure of 
' the party, by turning him out, after he has been 
admitted through the carelessnessi pr timidity 
of those appointed to keep the door.— The be* 
havionr of such a person might for a time be 
decorous; — but, as he lefnsed to conform to 
the usual customs on such hapj)y occasions, 
what security could the company have, that 
the same motives wliicU brought h|m there 
without the customary rot)e,. would not carry 
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bimatiU farther^ and induce him to argue; tliat 
it was altogether unnecessjtr'y,— and who couM 
presume to say that a dispute, woni J itot art^e' 
in consequence, destructive of the peace ancl 
happiness of the convivial entertainment? — ^llie 
leaven of error and corruption will operate.— 
Virtue is never secure in the company ot vice,— 
Truftb must lose some ot its beauty by too close 
an assockktion with falsehood — And the reiigion 
of Christ, as it has alreadv suffered, so it woul 1 
suffer again^ by being mixed \vith the lalse 
doctrines, and absurd opinions and tenets, of 
the church of Rome. — ^In thi« case, the short 
lesson of wisdom, taught by these few-wordn^ 
ought always to be in our minds, ^'I say unto 
**all, watchr — ^The husbandman, when it was 
too late^ lamented his want of vigilance ; — even^ 
in the hours appointed for recruiting tbe 
strength of his weary labourers, his wheat 
ought not to have been left without a guards — 
With mortification he witnessed the effect of 
his negligence : — ^with anger and dissatisfaction 
he saw the tares springing up^ and injuring his 
corn: — ^worthless tares he knew they would 
continue to the day of harvest, and then only 
be fit for the oven, after they had done bina 
much harm, — ^yet, as they were growing a- 
mongst the wheat in every part of tbe field, be 
thought it unwise and unsafe to venture to 
^^ root them up»** lest his whole crop should be 
- destroyed. — 

It is the law of the gospel, that, whoever is 
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<ncquaihted with H, is not only bound to explain 
it to otfierSj, but to, endeavour to preserve it 
unsuilied, in its native purity: — ^and it may be 
iiifei red also tiom the doctrine ot the author of 
ir n;)t)n this point, virhich is clothed in the beau- 
tiful oriental dress of parables, that those, who 
will not foUovsr his directions, when they know 
them, are justly excluded from the blessings and 
ailvantages his faithful servants enjoy, — ^The 
virgins who took no oil with them to dress their 
lamps, and were, therefore, unprepared to meet 
t!ie Bridegroom on bi^ arrival, were not admit- 
ted, "afierthe door was shut.*' — ^The Bride- 
groom himself returned this answer to their 
application^ when they knocked at his gate, "I 
" know you not." — -These foolish virgins thought 
themselves quite as well qualified for the mar- 
riage feast, as those who had abundance of oil 
in their lamps, and were ready to receive the- 
Bridegroom.^ — The man who hid his talent in 
the earth, was excluded from bis Lord's pre- 
sence, with this terrible remark, " cast ye the 
" unprofitable servant into outer darkness.**— 
The lessons ot instruction and wisdom, conveyed 
by these parables, arc^ of universal application 
as regards men, to the end of the world. — ^If 
unworthy^ citizens, were not excluded from the 
councils of those, who are zealously endeavour- 
ing to establish the kingdom of Chnst on earth, 
that great object would never be accomplished ; 
and, if apostates from his doctrine, and those 
who are j^uiUy of fg^se worship were allowed to 
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dwell in tt, it would no more be a kiugdam of 
ri^teousness on earth, than the kinfi^dom oi 
God in heaven^ would be a kingdom of purity 
and happiness^ if " thieves and murderers^ idol- 
^-aters and liars/* were allowed to enter ^nd 
dwell therein* — With regard lo apostates in 
refijgion, this is the opinion of Christ ; — " no 
^^man having put his hand to ttie plough, and 
^ looking back, is fit jfor the kingdom of God :** 
and are not the professors of his religion to 
adopt his opinions, and act upon the same 
principles and policy that he did? — or, are 
they, in opposition to his maxims of prudential 
care and watchfulness, unnecessarily to expose 
his church to danger, and themselves to the loss 
of every thing that is dear and valuable to 
them?' — Is a liberality, unknown to Moses, 
Elijah, and Christ, to induce us to pay a great- 
er regard to the fancied interest of individuals, 
buried in ignorance and error, than to the i-eal 
interest of true religion, and the express com-* 
mand of God? — When did anv of these illus- 
trious men, advocate the cause of idolatry, or 
of those who espoused religious doctrines, not of 
God, but of men? — ^And yet, what real virtue 
were they deficient in? — Can we suppose, that 
they possessed not amongst their other virtues, 
as much true liberality, as any statesman of the 
present day, let him be ever So much celebrated 
for wisdom, humanity, and charity ? — ^If Mosfs^ 
Elijah, and ^Christ, were right in condemning 
religious errors, and the persons who held them. 
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^odero christians must be wrong, in aJvocatin^ 
the 68096 of people, who still h ilc) the Sdinc 
kind of . false doctrine, and refuse to give it 
up. — ^Wehave also the highest anlhority for 
assertiDg, that U" empire or kingdom, can be 
considered safe and dardbie, tliat h not found* 
ed upon the solid basis of righteousness — A 
king may ^* build himself a wide house and large , 
'^chambers, and may ceil it with cedar, and 
paint it with vermilion;" — but the proj)h;5t 
io^mediately asks, shall '^ he reign because he 
"clothes himself in cedar?" — Without "judi^c*. 
*'ment and justice,** his palace would " be full 
"ot unrighteousness, and his end would be like 
" that of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Ju- 
" dah.** — National prosperity, with liberty and 
happiness, depend entirely upon conduct agree- 
able to God. — ^The pride of a powerful nation 
may induce it to exclaim '^ who shall bring me 
" down?** — To which, the Almighty replies; — 
** though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and 
'^ though thou set thy nest among the stars, 
** thence will I bring thee down.** — Suppose the. , 
constitution oi a state^ to be formed upon the 7 
required basis of judgement and justice; and 
suppose the church of Christ to be established 
in it, under the protection of the government of 
that kingdom, to which the people go with |oy 
and gladness, a certain number only Excepted,, 
whose consciences, they argue, wilt not allow 
them to enter into it, and worship there;-— ia 
there any precept, or is any thing said ir. the 



bible^ tbat shevirti, that such dissent«eats are 
eotilled to all the rights and privileges of that 
state, whose iqierest and welfare, depend upon 
its preserving the religion of Christ, pure and 
unsullied, and which cannot be so preserved, 
unless its governors are upright, zealous uiem- 
bers of it ? — ^W^hen the Queen of Ahab, put uieu 
into the highest posts ot trust and honor it; tier 
husband's civil government, who pertoruied 
their religious services in the hou?5e of Baal,, 
instead of the temple of God, into what kind of 
a state did Israel quickly tall? — Scriptural 
precedents are against the admission of the false 
worshipper where he can do no good, but where 
he may do much nuscbWt; — and the whole 
tenour of the bible, is directly against the idol* 
ater, having any power in the affairs of the 
church of God.^ — Indeed it may be truly said to 
teach us, that the remark, with which a grave 
Roman senator, is reported to have finished 
some of his speeches in the senate bouse, re-« 
8 pec ting a city, which he looked upon as stand- 
ing in the way of the rising grandeur and pros- 
perity of his country, ought to be used by every 
British senator, and re-echoed by every inember 
of the church of Christ : — the idolatry and false 
worship of the Koman Catholic religion must 
be destroyed.-^" Every plant, said the son of 
'* God, which my heavenly tat her hath not 
*^ planted shrill be rooted up*'— ^Noxious plants 
|tnd weeds <jo not ifjjure the growth ot choice 
^pd yalueible flowers, ahd 'spoil the ap{)earancc 
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of a heautifut g;arden, more than the iinscrip- 
ttiral do(3trine of Rome, and its tyrannizing 
jioii^et*, prevent the diffusion of the principles 
of pure religion — the peace and happiuess 
of nian — and the accomplishment of one of 
Cbrist*s great prophecies; — "If I be lifted 
^' up from the earth, I will draw all men unto 
" me ^ — Fire and sword are not heciessary for 
the destruction of religious errors: — the plain 
truth as it fell from the lips of Christ, often 
repeated by christians, will prove an irresistible 
weapon: — the repeated publication of it, may 
give offence, and excite indignation in some 
breasts ; — but t hat is not to be considered :-^ 
we are perfectly safe wheji \v« imitate the ejc- 
ample, and follow the directions of bitn^ who 
said> " what I tell you in darkness, that speak 
ye in light ; — and what ye hear in the ear, 
that preach ye upon the house-tops.** — On a 
particular occasion, when the hypocritical con- 
duct of the Scribes and Pharisees bad created 
a warmth of expression in him, which shewed 
his earnest zeal in the cause he had undertaken^ 
his disciples seem to have been alarmed for his 
safety, and came to him saying, "knowest thou 
** that the Phkrisees were oifended at what you 
*^5aid?" — He replied, "let them alone — they 
''are blind leaders of the blind; and it the 
''blind lead the bliiKl, both shall fall into a 
" ditch.**— He had previously called them hy- 
pocrites, and applied the prophecy of Isaiah to 
ihewr — ^"This people draweth nigh unto, me 






*' with their month, and hdnoureth me with 
** their tips, but their heart is far from me — ^io 
** vain do they worship me, teaching for doc- 
** trine the eomrnandments of men,'* — ^Instead 
ot endeavouring to sotten their ti^rath, this was 
calculated to increase it ;— but as he. had drawn 
their characters faithfully^ he disregarded their 
anger and malice, and only added — ^**it must 
"needs be that offences come; — bat woe to 
"tHat man V by whom the offence cometh.*' — 

Suppose it had been the will of God, that the 
Messiah, as the Jews expected, should have 
established a temporal kingdom at his first co* 
ming, and reigned in righteousness in the land 
ot Judea;— how would he have conducted 
himself towards the Scribes and Pharisee^, the 
citizens of his state? — So long as they persisted 
in their religious errors, and entertained opini- 
ons contrary to, or rather destructive of the 
doctrine, he intended should spread from his 
kingdom throughout the world, would be have 

. put them in a way to have obtained seats of 
honor on his right hand^ and on his lett?-^liis 
reproving addresses to thein do not warrant any 
such conclusion;-^ — nor can any one, point out 
an inconsistency, or an absard act in tha wholes 
of his earthly ministrv— Would any of- his oiti • 
cial servants, or the admirers and supporters of 

.his government, have ventured to propose, or 
press upon him the admission of those into his 
courts, who r jfused to conform to his'i*eligiou9 
ordinances, appointments, atid opiulonj? 
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Assuredly they would not : — for, the very spirit 
of their ihaster^s governmeot would be^ to over- 
turn, and not to sanction, or '^wink at** the 
false notions in religion, they either hypocriti- 
cally, or absurdly entertained. — ^In the best days 
of the kingdom ot Israel, when ^'judgement and 
*' justice graced the faithful city," what prophet 
proposed to the prince on the throne^ that per- 
sons who refused to t>ow before the altar of Je- 
hovah, should be admitted to the highest posts 
of honor in his government? — ^The sacred his- 
tory records no such anomalous conduct in the 
servants of God : — they dare not be guilty of 
such an offence •.—they knew that such a pro- 
position would have been dangerous to them* 
selves, and equally so to the safety and welfare 
of their sovereign's dominions and prosperity: — 
on the contrary, they recount more than one 
instance, of the advantage and benefit which 
some heathen nations enjoyed, when their prin- 
ces had wisdom and discernment enough to 
commit the management of their. affi^irs to men, 
^' whose hearts w^fe right tows^rds . God,** and 
whose integrity, was not to be affected by 
^^ chains and dungo^ffs, or fiery furnaces, and 
" dens of lions " — 

Xt is not a law of the divine government, 
that any kind of evil should be cherished, or 
suffered to exist, for the chance of 3ome even- 
tual good. — ^Religious errors, and bsid practices 
{^rising out of them, ^f sifted the house of Israel 
among all nations,** after their city was 
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destroyed^ and their power^ as a people, wa^ 
annihilated: — the same cause still excjlailes 
them from the blessings, other nations enjoy: — 
hnty are their present errors, worse than those 
of apostate christians? — In their thirteen short 
creeds, the christian will find many things 
he will both admire and subscribe to. — May 
not a want of faith be less injurious to trutti, 
than an excess of it? — ^The Jews, have made no 
proselytes since their dispersion: — the pretend- 
ed successors of St. Peter, have made millions of 
converts since the establishment of the Papal 
hierarchy, and compelled them to sit in dark- 
ness, ignorance, and error: — therefore, the lat- 
ter shall '^ go into perdition/* and the former 
shall again be restored to favour and happi- 
ness. — 

The ground, on which the advocates' of the 
emancipation of the Roman Catholics in Ire- 
land build their arguments is that, on which, 
they assert, the safety of the British empire 
rests. — ^Doubtless, every member of this empiie, 
let him fill whatever situation in it he may; is 
bound to promote that object, with all his 
powers, both of mind and body : — but still, mea 
of authority and weight in the country, and 
particularly men in official situations, to whomi 
the welfare of the"state is more immediately en- 
trusted, ought to consider, with deep attention, 
the measures they propose for this end, and be 
convinced they are founded in justice, and that 
there is every prospect of their answering the 
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eod desigaed. — ^This they always ought to do:— 
ior^ they may be perfectly disinterested in what 
they reeomraend — they may honestly and con- 
scientiously advocate a cause, and yet^ after the 
greatest reflection and consideration^ they may 
be mistaken ; — ^and thatj which they intended 
for a benefit, may prove an injury. — When 
questions, that have any thing to do with reli-* 
gion, happen to be discussed in parliament^ from 
the nature of the arguments and reasoning 
made use of, it would appear, that a general, 
or superficial knowledge of the bible, is all that 
many of the members of it, possess. — ^A better 
acquaintance with this high authority, would 
tenable men to reason more correctly upon theie 
subjects, than they do at present ; and it would 
remove a great deal of that obstinacy and pre- 
judice, which always belong to ignorance;— 
and it would tend to reduce within the limits 
of a very little circle, those differences in reli* 
gious opinions, which prevail too much, even 
amongst the protestants of this country. — ^The 
advocate who does not well understand the law, 
and will take no pains to make hiitiself master 
of his client's case, is seldom in much repute ; — 
and though he may be able to speak with flu- 
ency and eloquence, will rarely have much 
practice. — ^Now, if Egypt and the neighbouring 
countries, were preserved from the effects of a 
famine, because the government of Pharaoh was 
under the directing wisdom of a person, who 
knew the will of God and obeyed it ; — ^if the 
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affairs of the kingdom of Darius prospered, be- 
cause his chief adviser and counsellor was a 
man of inflexible integrity, and preferred the 
pure worship of God, ^to all the honors, and 
power, and emoluments of a splendid court; — 
can any advisers of the crown, who consider all 
religions good, who think it a matter of no con • 
sequence that the worshippers of images, saints, 
and angels, should have a voice in the counsiels 
of a nation, professing the religion of Christ ; — 
can such men, I ask, by their measures, be the 
means of the affairs of this kingdom prospering, 
in the same manner that the affairs of the 
Egyptians and Medes and Persians prospered, 
whilst in the hands of the faithful servants of 
God, who made his will their only guide, and 
his written law the only rule of all their ac- 
tions ? — Will God equally bless and prosper the 
labours of men, who advocate bis cause only, 
and the undertakings of people, who look upon 
his religion in no other light, than they look at 
the religion of the Catholics and Chinese ? — - 
This can never be — ^for, God is just. — 

In one of the visions of the king of Babylon, 
an image stood before him, ^^ whose brightness 
'^ was excellent, and whose form was terrible. — 
^^ The legs of this image were of iron^ and the 
*' feet, part of iron and part of clay.** — ^Although 
^ thi^ image** was principally made of the valu* 
able metals^ gold, silver^ brass, and iron, yet the 
feet, on which it stood, had in their composition 
8omQ clay^ which would sooner or later prove 
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injarioas to it. — Each of the monarchies ivpre- 
sented by the four metals of the image, rested 
upon a basis that was not uniformly solid and 
strong : and the weak part of it was idolatry. — 
Hence the downfall of alt ot them. — ^Even the 
kingdom that resembled iron for strength, 
crambled into pieces, when touched by "the 
'^ stone cut out of the mountain without hands;** 
and the same stone will roll on, overturning 
every idolatrous kingdom, till it " rises into a 
" gi'eat mountain and fills the whole earth.** — 
England, since it abjured the errors of Rome, 
has gradually advanced in knowledge, and pow- 
er, and prosperity ; — and at this time reposes 
upon a rock, that, on account of its strength, 
may be said to be of iron. — ^The friends of the 
Uoman Catholics argue, that it would add 
strength to the British empire, and increase its 
prosperity, if emancipation was granted to the 
Catholics of Ireland, and an opportunity was 
offered them, of rising to the highest posts of 
trust in the protestant government. — But their 
arguments are contrary to experience and to 
scripture ; — for the two religions, the catholic 
and protestant, notwithstanding the assertions 
of a few individuals, are not equally good ;-«- 
indeed, some of the warmest friends of the for- 
mer, can smile at its absurdities, and acknow- 
ledge they cannot be defended : — and therefore, 
if a religion which contains certain gross ab- 
surdities, is allowed to be mixed with that, 
which was given by God himself to man« and 
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consequently mnst be true and good, tbenjn the 
figurative language of the prophet, " potters' or 
" miry clay" will be added to it, and instead of 
strength, weakness will succeed, and the fall ot 
the empire become inevitable — If the mixture 
of '^ the iron and clay" should be made, aud the 
same catastrophe should befall the British em- 
pire, that befell the four monarchies ot Daniel, 
which knew nothing of the revealed will of God, 
would the people of it have any real cause for 
impugning the justice of God? England pos- 
sesses a glorious light, and he who gave it, ex- 
pects she should make a proper use of it : — but 
if she neglects to do this, and she suffers it to 
be obscured or extinguished, the fault will been- 
tirelv in hecself ; — and she will deserve her fate. 

It is an opinion of some of their friends, that 
if the Roman Catholics were admitted to all 
the privileges which protestants enjoy, their 
religious tenets would in no respects injure 
protestantism ; — and they likewise assert, that 
such a tree admission would lead to an amal- 
gamation, that would ultimately destroy all the 
errors of Catholicism. — 

With regard to the first of these opinions, I 
would observe, that we are apt to judge of 
other mens* feelings by our own : well educated 
people, whose religious opinions are founded 
upon conviction, and who possess strong minds, 
would certainly never be injured by the false 
doctrine of Rome ; but, all protestants are not 
educated — the religious opinions of all of them, 
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are not formed upion conviction — nor, are all 
then* fniiids equally strong — There are young 
and tender minds — there are wealc and uncal-- 
tivated minds — there are minds that have no 
other religious impressions, than those which 
ignorant parents have stamped upon them ; 
now, these minds, would not be proof again.st 
the artifices, and the pleasing insinuations of 
priestcraft, like the experienced and well forti- 
fied minds of British senators, and of all others, 
who have had the advantage of a liberal educa* 
tion — ^Would it be right then to expose such 
weak minds to danger? — ^ould dot such a mea- 
sure be a direct violation of that prayer, which 
we offer to the deity, — " lead us not into temp- 
" tation?" — Men who acknowledge the propriety 
of this address, would act very inconsistently 
and very unjustifiably, in exposing their weak- 
er brethren unnecessarily to temptation, which 
they might not be able to withstand: — in 
which case* a real injury would be done to 
them, and the protestant faith. — For, if the 
artifices of men, in the first ages of Christiani- 
ty, when covered with the cloak of hypocrisy/ 
could draw away numbers from the truth, and 
almost deceive " the very elect'* by their subtle 
falsehoods, — how much more easily will the ig- 
norant, and those who are not well grounded 
in the truth of Christ's religion, be imposed 
upon and deluded by the pretended miracles of 
Rome, and her assumed power of forgiving sins, 
which must be grateful to all those who are 
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heavily oppressed with them.^ — ^And if the 
boundary line is removed, on the principle that 
all religious are equally good, and that it is a 
matter of no consequence, whether protestants 
or catholics direct and manage the affairs of 
the government, with which the protestant 
cbnrchjs inseparably interwoven, will not the 
common people quickly adopt the opinions ot 
their superiors, and become indifferent about 
the religion they profess?— The removing of 
the separating line, will elevate the Catholic, 
and depress the Protestant — lor, the Catholic 
calculates upon the certainty of great advan- 
tage from the alteration in his favour, but the 
Protestant can gain nothing by it: — the advan- 
tage therefore thus gained, must prove injurious 
to the interest of the protestant: — both religi- 
ously, and politically — 

With Inspect to the second point, it must be 
remarked, that there is a wide difference be- 
tween the case of a person, who wishes to be • 
coriie a member of a community, for the pur- 
pose of learning its customs, manners, laws, and 
religion, that he may correct his errors, improve 
his mind^ and acquire different sorts of know- 
ledge; — ^and the case of another, who demands 
admission into the same community, as his 
right, not for the sake of improvement, not for 
the sake of correcting any error in his religion, 
which he considers in all respects quite perfect, 
but, for the sake of emolument arid power. — In 
the first case, an ingenuous mind, would throw 
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aside its prejudices and ignorance, and embrace 
the truth with eagerness and pleasure; — in the 
latter, intec-est being the only object, and that 
being once obtained, all change and reforma- 
tion would be out of the question :— pride, ge- 
nerally accompanies wealth and power, and ne- 
ver sees any thing better than itself. — ^The Ca- 
tbolics demand admission as a right, and so far 
from supposing that they can learn any thing 
good from protestants in religious matters, they 
consider them in the deepest errors, and in the 
worst kind of heresy. — How then is their reli- 
gion to be altered and reformed by protestant- 
ism, and a closer intercourse with protestants? 
Will not protestantism do more to destroy ca- 
tholicisna, by exposing its errors in the bright 
and strong light of its own truth, than by any 
other means it could adopt? — How can igno- 
rance be better removed, than by information 
and knowledge? — And when is real christian 
charity better exercised, than in bringing the 
ignorant to God by the way, he himself has 
graciously pointed out? — To introduce error 
into the peaceable dwellings of truth, is an 
extraordinary — a dangerous experiment ; — ^ifr 
it would be a still more dangerous thing, for 
truth to nourish and indulge it.-^ — It ought ne- 
ver to be admitted ; the " clay," though only 
mixed up with " the iron of the feet of the great 
" image," was the cause of its destruction.— 
Instead^ therefore, of the Catholic errors being 
destroyed, if their clahns were granted, the 

N 
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protestant religion might, and wouldgnffer, anci 
uhitnately be made subservient to tlie power of 
its enemy. — It is a bold assertion^ that the re- 
ligton of Rome would be rooted out ot these 
islandd^ if the professors of it were admit tei^ to. 
all the privileges of the protestant citizeiisf of 
the British empire. — ^The rich man asserted irf 
the place of torment where his vices b^dnn-^ 
happily carried him, that his brothers would 
repent, if one was sent to them from the de^d.^ 
The truth of the assertion was not adrnitii^ by 
Abraham. — And if living amongst protestanCsy 
as they now do, and having full opportunity of 
examining their religion, and witnessing their 
benevolent conduct, produces no effectfye 
change in the religious sentiments of Cat holies^., 
neither would the enabling them to rise to posts- 
of honor and wealth, in the protestant govern^ 
ment of Britain, produce the effect of making: 
them renounce their errors, and adopt the 

dodtrine of the church of Christ. ^As the 

dissolute habits of intemperate pleasure and vU 
cious indulgence of manhood, are seldom relin-' 
quished, till th« day of necessity unexpectedly 
arrives — ^and as the greater the means of induU' 
gin^ their propensities, the more men s^t the 
laws of propriety and virtue at defiance;— 8o> 
the religious errors and corruptions of people, 
competeht to distinguish between falsehood and^, 
truth, are seldom forsaken, — (more partiicularlj 
when power and wealth place them too high to 
bear the remarks ot their friends)— till they fe^l 
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'^tlie sickly of the harvest-maD, or the edge of 
**'(he sharp scythe of the vintager.*' 

r 

(5)[~-*-E&'iefs OF Justinian.— 






Although ^^ the civil jiirisprudence of thi^ 
empire might be well digested by Justihiah^ 
in the iaimortal works ot the Codie, the Pad- 
deets, add the Institates," yet hiis theological 
o^nions deserve not the same anqualified'ealo- 
gy^ aor tb be held in the same esteem and ve- 

iwatiott. — ^The members of the church of 

• - •• 

CbiiBt. do not admit the truth of som6 of tbS 
rtligious pilD^ositious of tiife ebl^eror, which 
syeopbaoti£ing*Pope John acknowledged, and 
{iroelainfUied toiife) the only time fatth: — nei- 
Iber do the^y hold, tfaat torcing his faith Upon 
people^ and anathematizing eVeiy one Who 
would not daihn all those, whoni be and tlie 
Pppcdftlled h^^tics, is agreeable to the doc- 
trine of Ghrisl :— rHe invites all, but compels 
none t^ co)b6 to himl— It is to be feared thftt 

... w 

tbe per^seeuling spil il; of Jhstiniail still breathes 
in the hieaad of lh4 RomaU Church, and that Uis 
edicts are still more admired, and his direc- 
tions lielter practised, thati the hible and its 
laws^ and precepf^, by the people of the Romail 
eoramunion:^ — For, when a passage of 'the bible 
is.quoted by theui^ it is curious to obserVb hoW 
little (it %^m^ to have been w^eighed and consi- 
-dered ;-'^8lt^d therefore it Is iibt 16 be wbndered 
at,, if the pa^sa^ should have 1 wrong con^ 
struction put upon it, and be iusiduously made 
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use of to inflame the minds of ignorant peo^ 
pie, who put implicit confidence in the know* 
ledge of their priests, and are easily per- 
suaded to believe, that the long and violeni 
speeches of their catholic and protestant advo- 
catesi contain nothing but incontrovertible 
truths. — -The. great grandson of Abraham,, was 
instructed in the worship of Jehovah from his 
infancy, and in consequence of being steady 
and uniform in his devotion, it is said, that 
" God was always with him." — ^Tbe blessing of 
heaven descended to his children, and the pro* 
phetic spirit of Jacob declared, ^^ that* both 
Ephraim and Manasseh, should become a 
great people, that they should grow into a 
'* multitude in the midst of the earth ; — ^that 
^^ the younger brother's seed should become a 
^' multitude of nations — ^and that in him should 
" Israel bless, saying, God make thee as £-> 
^^ phraim and Manasseh.** — ^And according to 
the blessing and the prophecy, the children of 
Israel were ^^ fruitful, and increased abundantly, 
" and multiplied, and Waxed exceeding mighty, 
*^and the land of Egypt was filled with them."— 
The oppression of Pharaoh could not defeat the 
purposes of heaven. — ^The increase of Israel 
went on^ notwithstanding the cruel means, 
adopted by Egyptian tyranny to restrain it»~-* 
But why did the deity permit his partioular 
people to endure such injustice and affliction?-— ^ 
The answer may be this : — Jacob and his fami- 
ly carried into Egypt the knowledge of the true 
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God, and of tlie worship tbat iras due to him ; 
but, their descendants did not preserve and 
guard iliar knoH^ledge afid that worship, from 
the pollution of Bgyptian darkness and idoIa« 
try, as they ought to have done — Perhaps, the ob- 
servation has much truth in it, that, when the 
"new king arose in Egypt who knew not Ja- 
" seph", the generality of Jacob's and Joseph's 
descendants knew not God. — Hence, the dreatU. 
ful punishment of slavery, with all ils evils, and 
all its horrors, were deservedly experienced by 
tbat stiff-necked people; — at the same tinu^,, 
the design of that punishment was correction, 
not extinction : — the prophecy remained unal- 
tered, and untouched by their corruption :— 
they still "increased and multiplied:" — for the 
lamp of God, was in existence amongst them, 
though the flame emitted a light, that was dim-* 
ly seen through the gloom and darkness olf ttieir 
sins and iniquities. — The situation of the Ca-. 
tbolics in Ireland, bears but little resemblancei 
to that of the Israelites in Egypt ; — the latter 
were one, entire, undivided people — strangers 
in the midst of an idolatrous nation ; — the for- 
mer, are the remnant of an apostate people — r 
the subjects of a great nation that has renoun- 
ced its errors, superstition, and fiilse worship ; 
and shewing anger and displeasure against 
the protestant government under which they 
live^ because it refuses to look upon falsehood,^ 
as it looks upon truth. — ^The seed of Ephraim 
and Manasseh are still very numerous, aa4 
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increasi^ig, tliongh tw affliction and under d'p- 
ifiVes^iou; in no place more cruelly tyrannize^ 
^Ver, than where catholic intolerance has t^i^ 
ascendant, and the worshippers of itoag'es have 
the power to inflict torture upon heletics, and 
marks and bulges of slavery upon Ynen, who 
worship only Jehovah> the Go J of their fathers; 
Opon the descendants of Abraham, who notwith- 
standing their present obstinacy and unbelief, 

will soin bend their knees at the name of 

» 

Christ, and rise into notice, and consequence,^ 
and power again, whilst thei^ idolatrous and 
false-worshipping enemies, shall flee beforii 
them, and with' their religious pageantry be 
driven from the face of the earth. — Th^ paral- 
lelism is not less unjust, than it is fiarticiilarfy! 
inapplicable, as it regards the conduct of IM 
Israelites towards the government of E^^ptj. 
and that of the Catholics of Ireland toward^ 
the government of Britaiti. — The son of Jiacob 
had preserved the lives of the people of Egypt, 
and had averted from that land the horrors of 
ft long protracted famine; — b?1t it does not 
apppear that ttiis great event was set up as a( 
plea, tor clamorously insisting upon a diffei^u)^ 
rreatment from* that which they received. — The 
fbundrit'ron of their religion, was God. — ^The 
foundation of the Egyptian religion, was igbb- 
i^nce, upon which was raised a calf, a bull, and 
a crocodile, for the homage of the senseless niul- 
fitude. — Corrupted and deprived in their un- 
derstandings as were Some of the Israelites, 
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thejf? ii{^e others, and paj-ticuiarly one, who 
prefertred aflHictioQ aqd oppressipQ, with the 
worship of God, to rauk and fortune^ plnce and 
pi;eferiiieat ip the courts ot idujutrous P.aanM4)«. 
The C^tbolic^ ot^ Ireland t,a,lk long, and very 
loudly about the services their ancestors did fup 
BritaiD^ in years that are past ; and, although, 
they aiejieither compelled to ^' make brick/' nor 
obliged to remaic in any particular spot against 
tljdr inclinations, yet they pour out their hard 
speeches against the British Government, and 
are filled with indignation ag4inst it, l>ecanse 
they are not admitted to posts ot honor and 
profit in the courts pf England, whose heresy 
is, as abominable in their estimation, as thtr 
worship and manners of Jacob, were abominfible 
in the sight of the Egyptians. — It is a little sin- 
gular tbat men who consider the Church o£ 
Rpj^e^ as Justinan and Pope John did, the 
only true Church, should wish to intermix with 
heretics, and expose their ''only true faith'* to 
the infection of heresy and themselves to the 
danger of offending him, '' who sits in his teiur 
pie'* at Rome ''as God'*, from whence he can 
burl his unerring thunderbolts of vengeance, and 
consign them at one blow,toall the wretchedness 
aqd misery of excommunication — " How can. 
"tpese things be?**- — ^Israel in Egypt sought fop 
QQ posts of honor under Pharaoh : — neither did 
Christy a$f he could not approve the corruptipns 
of it, eyer coyet a seat in the Sanbedriip^ — 
nor^ di^ a murmur eyer escape th^ lips ot bif 



disciples, Ix^canse (hey were excluded from {K>Sd-^ 
esstng seats in the great coancil of their nation, 
on account of their religious opinions and ge^^ 
neral conduct, which were very different from 
those ot the alders and lulers of the People.— 

(6)— Ahab Ruined his Family*— 

An apprehension that the interest of his 
kingdom might be affected by the annual at* 
tendance of his subjects at Jerusalem in honor 
of God, occsisioned Jeroboam to have recourse 
to an i(lol?\trous ceremony, to preserve him from 
an imaginary evil, and to introduce a grievous 
sin amongst his people. — He set up a golden 
calf at Bethel, and another at Dan : — and both 
the images rested on a foundation, that would 
soon give way, and involve himself and the 
affairs of his kingdom in ruin : — for, that foun- 
dation was a composition of ignorance, fear, 
and falsehood, mixed with '^the nntempered 
" mortar" of distrust in God ; — and therefore, 
"a stormy wind would quickly rend it, and aoi 
*' overflowing^ shower** would wash it awav,— ^ 
It is too much, for you to go to Jerusalem to 
sacrifice; behold your Gods, O Israelite^, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt'^, 
said the King to the assembled People: — and 
immediately, "places of worship were erected 
*'on hills, and Priests from the lowest and 
most ignorant of his people were made fdrtbe 
purpose of attending and officiating in them; 
whomsoever would^ he consecrated him,' and 
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^' be became one of the priests of the high pta- 
ces.** — And, what was the result of this wick- 
tilntss of the king^ who introduced golden 
calves to his people, not because he approved 
the worship tdat was offered theoi, but because 
he thought it politically expedient ; what was 
the consequence of his hypocrisy, and his dis- 
regard of the laws of him, to whom he was in* 
debted for his crown, and power^ and do- 
minion ? — In his own person he first received 
a mark of the divine displeasure, by a heavy 
bodily calamity, which suddenly fell upon him, 
whilst he was standing before one of his altars, 
to burn incense, — and afterwards, his " whole 
*^ bouse was cut off, and destroyed from off the 
** face of the earth.** — ^The danger therefore of 
introducing idolatrous worship amongst people, 
who acknowledge one God, who alone ought to 
receive their adoration and homage, is well de* 
scribed in the account of the misfortunes and 
rain which Jeroboam's conduct brought upon 
bis house and country, but not perhaps, so 
forcibly, as in the more extended history of the 
calamities that followed the impious conduct 
of the son of Omri, when seated on the throne 
of Israel. The sacred historian introdu- 
ces him with these remarks : — " Ahab did evil 
*'in the sight of the Lord, above all his prede- 
" cessors ;-^— for, as if it had been a light thing for 
*'him to imitate the sins of Jeroboam, the son 
^Nebat, he took to wife Jezebel the daughter 
'^of£thbaal^ king of the Zidoniaus, and wen!; 
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"and served Baal, and worshipped him: — to 
"Baal also he erected an altar in the temple of 
** Baal, which he had built in Samaria; — he 
" also made a grove/' To the sins ot Jeroboam, 
which originated in timidityj distrust, and mis- 
taken policy, and ended in ruin, he added the 
great offence of intermarrying with a gross 
idolater, and defied the threatenings of omnipo- 
tence denounced against such an abominable 
act; — ^hence, the persecutions and murder of the 
prophets; — hence, the cold blooded order for 
the stoning to death of Naboth ; — hence, the ar- 
row that pierced his heart at Ranioth-gilead, and 
made the dogs lick his blood on the veiy spot, 
where they had previously licked the blood of the 
man, who possessed the vineyard in Jezreel, un- 
fortunately too near the royal palace,— and hence 
the slaughter of seventy of his sons in one day, 
in the city of Samaria. — How offensive to God 
must that sin be, which could entail such an 
awful visitation, upon the idolater^s children, 
and lead to the extermination ot his whole fa- 
mily ! — But, alas ! the voice of history, whe- 
ther sacred or prophane, is listened to with very 
little attention : — the narrative of splendid a- 
chievements, produces a momentary admirati- 
on ; — ^the record of disastrous and melancholy 
events, excites an affected sympathy which lasts 
a fleeting minute, and occasions a short remark 
or two of a sorrowful cast, which are uttered 
without any corresponding internal feeling. — 
If Ahab had transcribed a copy of the law for 
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his own use^ according to the direciioD of the 
Jewish lawgiver^ he would not have been igno- 
rant of the line of conduct required of him by 
the deity, which had the promise of security 
to liis crown, and of a blessing to his people; — 
nor could he have been unacquainted with the 
character of the son of David, and the great e- 
veats of his reign, which was not very far re- 
moved from his own. — He must have known, 
how highly Solomon was favoured with prospe- 
ritv and riches, whilst he conformed to the law 
ot God ; — and he could not have been a stran- 
ger to the fatal consequences, that followed his 
associating with the worshippers of Ashtaroth, 
Cbemosh, and Moloch. — He must have known 
that his idolatry, rent his kingdom asunder, of 
which sad event, the golden calves at Bethel 
and at Dan, must continually have reminded 
him. — And in addition to this, amongst his sub- 
jects was one of the greatest prophets that ever 
lived, whom he might always have consulted; 
and whose counsels would always have been full 
of wisdom, for God was with him. — Ahab, there- 
fore was inexcusable — ^A Herod to gratify the 
malignant passions of his vindictive queen, 
might murder a righteous man ; — and make his 
crime still more shocking, and himself more de- 
testable, by ordering the bleeding head to "be 
^^ brought in a charger*" into his ball room full ot 
courtiers; — an act, which must have made the 
coarsest feelings of huinan nature, turn from 
the dreadful spectacle, with revolting disgust 
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and shuddering horror: — ^but, that Ahab^ wUh 
the .knowledge be possessed, and the adtanta* 
ges he enjioyed, should be seduced by bis idol- 
atroos qMeien to murder the prophets, and to 
extirpjgtte the worship of Jehovah, and substi- 
tute in its placje^the service of Baal, is a very 
suf*pnsing circumstance : — ^it is a melancholy 
prppf of the. weakness and wickedness of man, 
whi^n di'awn aside from his obedience to the 
lajv« of God •.'—it shews the danger of an inti- 
macy ^and close connection with those, whose 
ri^ligjon is false; and it proves the truth of the 
histo^iaps remark, that ^^ there was none like 
^^ nntot the son of Omri, who, seduced by bis 
"wife Jezebel, sold himself to work wicked- 
'' oess in; the sight of the Lord ;— ^nd commit* 
^^teid the greatest abominations, by going af- 
" ter vile idols, according to the doings of the 
*^ Amorites, whom the Lord had expelled from 
*- the children of Israel.** 

(7)"- More Hateful to God.— 

Will the prophecies of the author of the 
ehristian dispensation be fulfilled? — ^Will bis 
religion ultimately prevail, and be universally 
adopted ? — I answer in the affirmative to both 
these questions, not only because I believe the 
scriptures, but because many of Christ's pro- 
phecies have already been accomplished, and 
because his religion is now, according to bis 
words, making rapid progress throughout tbe 
worlds and "drawing all men unto hira/^-^Ja 
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what light, ttieD, mil the numerous obstacles, 
raised by the ** man of Sin'* against the esla- 
blisbnient of truth, be regarded by him, who 
ioteods thatlYuth to produce general peace and 
bappin^si^? — ^The Mosiae disp*;nsation was con- 
fided to one family — it was never intended to 
be the universal religion. — The idolatry, there- 
fore, of the nations immediately in the neigh- 
boiirbood, only proved injurious to the true 
worship, when an association and familiar in- 
tercourse took place between the Israelites, and 
the people, "who knew not God": — and, as it 
was not commanded the Jews " to go and teach 
** their religion to all the world,** external idol- 
atry opposed no active resistance, to the keep- 
ing alive and perpetuating the truth in Israel.^ — 
No doubt, the worshippers of wood and stone, 
Would look upon the servants of Jehovah with 
a jealous, perhapd proselyting eye; and would 
take every opportunity of intruding amongst 
tbem, blessed, as they saw they were, with all 
the good things of a country flowing with milk 
and honey, and wonderfully successful in all 
their undertakings : — ^and^ when Israel was 
weak enough to listen to their fair and entice- 
ing speeches, and to admit them into their ha« 
bitations, and to suffer their " evil communis 
^^ cations" to corrupt their minds, and debase 
t^if understandings, — then^ both parties ex«* 
peri^iced the anger, and vengeance of God ; 
bdt, Israels more especially, on account of bis 
8ii|>erior information, bis unexampled f&vmirs> 
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and exolnsive divine commnDicatToas — ^The 
deity peraiitted, at that time, the existence of 
idolatry, as he still permits it, in many nations 
of the earth :^ — but St. Paul savs, he looks at 
its existence now, in a very different light, from 
that, in which he viewed it formerly. — ^Wheh 
*^ liberty was proclaimed to the captive, and 
" tlie opening the prison to them that were 
** bound,'* then also was sentence of "condem- 
" nation and the vengeance Of God pronounced 
" against the oppressor and the enemies of 
•' truth :" — then, also, were men in every place 
commanded to shake off and renounce their 
former errors, to turn from idols, and to worship 
God, — If Pharaoh, with all his host, suffered 
in the red sea, when endeavouring to prevent 
the Hebrew people from worshipping their God, 
in the place appointed them, and whilst he U^as 
ignorant of the will ol heaven concerning idol- 
atry, can any man expect to escape the wrath 
of God, who knows his commands, and threat-* 
nings agaiiist this sin, and yet ptactises it him-' 
self, and ^^ has pleasure in them Ihat do the ' 
" same?*' — Sins committed in ignorance, and ' 
sins committed in knowledge, &Ve universally 
allowed to be of a very different die, — ^Every 
one capable of reading the gospel, knows that 
God alone is to be the object of the christians 
worship. — Who, then, are the greatest enemies 
of pure Christianity? — ^Not heathens who neVfer 
heard of it — not ignorant idolaters, who set 
their taces against it, when first proposed to 
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tbcm, and ivfiise to admit it amonafst tliein, be- 
cause ttiey do not uuderstaad it*s naiure and 
design; — but men, who have apostatizt^d from 
the religion of Christ, and fallen back into the 
(labit of breaking the second commandment, 
and by their example and power, compel mil- 
lions ot others to do the same — Is not such 
an appstacy, and the lalse worsiiip beloiigitii; 
to it, more hateful in the sight of God, thai 
any of the idolatry ot oKI, which was the effect 
of ignorance and barbarism? — If the script ure^i 
are *^ seal ched,** their tenour and instrnciions 
upontliis question, will be veryjeviJent ; — ancf, 
as the morel observe the nioral government 
of God, and those events which could m^t take 
place unless he was constantly attending to it, 
so^ the more I am convinced the sacred writings 
contfiin his will and divine communications, 
and that every word of inspiration will be ex* 
actly f iilfilled ; and also that some signal calami- 
ty will befall, the great idolatrous apostacy ot 
Rome and corrupt Christianity, sufficiently stri- 
king to bring the learoted man of the world, out 
of his field of fanciful speculation concerning spi- 
ritual matters^ and sufficiently obvious to make 
the superficial reader ot thebible^ and the com- 
mon observer exclaim, ^this is certainly the 
'execution of the righteous sentence ot God, 
'against the man of Sin, and his corrupt prac- 
* tices, and abuse of bis knowledge — ^tlus mes« 
'senger of ^oe anci destruction, is certainly 
' the destroying angel of God*. — ^r- . 
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(8) — The Meek and HuMBtfi 
Founder of it — 

It the bible is allocked by all who are ae^ 
quainted with it, to contain the purest system 
of (uorais that was ever seen, and the only re- 
velation that was made to man, a reference 
ought tor be made to this high authority for in- 
formation, in all controverted religious pointSi 
and in ail cases connected with spiritual af^ 
lairs — ^A decision formed, after proper consi-* 
deration, upon the principles laid down in that 
wonderful book, can never be wrong. — Ought 
not, then^ the question, respecting the admiss- 
ion of Roman Catholics into situations, where 
they must necessarily have a greater intercourse 
with Protestants, than they at present have, 
and where the affairs and interests of the pro- 
testant church may occasionally call for their 
attention, to which they cannot be considered 
friendly, to be settled by a reference to the man* 
ner, in which Christ treated persons^ whose 
religious opinions he condemned, and who in 
consequence conspired against, and put him to 
death ? He shewed the greatest affection and 
regard for persons of all descriptions, who, wit- 
nessing the mighty works that he did> believed 
him to come from God ; but, it will no where 
be found in his history, that he chose people 
for his disciples, or associated with them as 
particular friends, whose religious opinions, 
he was sent by his almighty father, to over-* 
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furij aodl destroy.— ^If his meekness, and h^iaU 
lity« are worthy our admiration and imitation, 
so are also his courage and intfextbl^ determi- 
nation to condemn error, and propagatq ths 
truth, though such conduct led hlni to the 
cross. — Had he temporised — had he been indif- 
lerent whether his countrymen adopted his per- 
fect system of religion, or continued in that 
which they received from their fat liersr^iad he 
associated with the great men of his nation, and 
*^ winked at their ei rors,** — then, if a faction of 
his enemies had seized him, and carried hint 
before the Roman governor, when that corrupt 
judge said, **^I find no. fault in him,'* there 
would have been found some of his friends, who 
would have raised their voices, and said, * nei- 
*ther do we find any fault in him/ But, be- 
cause, be insisted on purity in the inward parts, 
and proscribed false worship, in whomsoever it 
was found, when the day of adversity and se- 
vere trial arrived, he stood completely alone^ 
an immoveable rock of truth, an illustrious ex- 
ample of opposition to every species of religious 
error; — teaching his followers, never to give 
way to men, who hold doctrine repugnant ta 
the wprd and commandments of God^ but to 
oppose their pretensions, even at the bazai^d of 
persecution, or death in the most fearful forim. 

(9)— Serpents, vipers, hypq- 

CRTTES. „ ; 

• V , - 

Will Christians, who talk most loudly 
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Ugainst the want of candour and liberality hi 
the opposers of Catholic claims, venture to con- 
demn this language of Christ, when addressing. 
the great men of his nation, who $et him and 
his doctrine at naught? — If gentleness and irw 
dulgence would hive produced a better effect, 
he would never have made u&e of severity and 
i^ebuke. — His wisdom dictated the right mode* 
of treating his countrymen, who, rooted in pre- 
judice and error, scorned his lessons ot instruc- 
tion and knowledge, and rejected his glad ti-^ 
dings of life and immortality. — If the doctrine 
of Christ alone opens the gate into his king> 
dom, and if the church of Rome is not builfc 
upon that doctrioe, what kind of conduct, and 
what sort of language, are the membei*s of the* 
church ot Christ to make use of towards the 
Roman Catholics? — Are they to speak ot the 
religion of Rome as if it was equal m excellence 
to the religion of their divine master; — are 
they to shew the same favours to the members of 
it, that they shew to those who know the truth 
and walk in it? — As Christ did not behave in 
such a manner, to the corrupters ot his heavenly 
father's religion^ — are we to make allowance for^ 
and shew indulgence to tlieir errors — are we to 
observe a profonud silence concerning their 
false w:orship ? — ^Christ did not act in this fnan- 
ner towards his countrymen, who preferred tra- 
dition, to the commandments of God, and ex- 
ternal appearances, to internal worth.^-^Ara 
we t6 shrink back with fear, and meanly aiMl 
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cowardly turn our backs upon oar duty, because 
some catholics, acd some protestants assert 
that refusing the claims of Irish Catholics, will 
put the safety of the British empire at stake? — 
Such conduct would not resemble Christ's — 
When a lawyer, connected with those rulers of 
the pepple^ who possessed both the inclination 
and power to destroy Christ, said to him, *' thoii 
"reproachest us also, in saying woe unto you, 
** Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye arc 
** as graves which appear not, and the men that 
** walk over them are not aware of them T — he 
betrayed no marks of fear, but added some of 
the severest remarks, he ever made upon the 
heads of Israel : — " Ye build the sepulchres of 
*^ the prophets, and your fathers killed theiti ; — 
*Mru1y ye bear witness, that ye allow the deeds 
" of your fathers : — for they indeed killed them, 
"and ye build their sepulchres. — ^Therefore, 
'^ said also, the wisdom of God, I will send them 
'^ prbphets and apostles, and some of them they 
'* shall slay and persecute, — that the blood of all 
^' the prophets, which was shed from the founda^ 
*' tion of the world may be required of this gene- 
" rartion.**— ^And although he knew how much 
these remarks incensed ths Scribes and Phari- 
sees, and saw they were " laying wait for him, 
"and seeking to catch something out of his 
" mouth, that they might accuse .hins,'* he calmly 
a^ile)ihecately said to the ^^ multitude gather* 
ed jbpgether to hear him; — my friends, be riot 
'* afraid of them that kill the body, and after 
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** that have no more that they can do; — but I, 
** will forewarn you, whom ye shall fear ; — fear 
him, which after he bath killed, hath power to 
cast into hell : — yea, I say unto you fear him.'* 
If we follow Christ's example, and boldly con- 
demn the doctrine of Rome, and charge her 
priests with taking away the key of knowledge 
from her children, by shutting up the bible, and, 
preaching to them in an unknown tongue, and 
say, that, oo account of these things, the mem« 
bers of the church of Christ are justified, in all 
their excluding care and circumspection ; — then 
a cry of intolerance, illiberality, and persecu- 
tion is raised against us; — and we are told, 
that we are acting very unlike him who was 
forbearing, kind, and gentle, and went about 
doing good to all ; — nor, do the friends of the 
Catholics scruple to add, that such conduct will 
bring on a revolution, that will separate Ireland 
from her allegiance to the Kidg of England.— 
This would be a serious charge indeed, if it was 
any thing more than the ebullition of imagina- 
tions, heated with error and ignorance. — ^The 
deity will never again suffer the arms of those 
to prosper, who fight in the cause of a religion 
which be has consigned to perdition, and which 
we can see is rapidly sinking into that state. — 
Before we are charged with acting in opposition 
10 the spirit of the gospel, the whole conduct 
of Christ should be reviewed by the Catholics 
and their friends, lest, whilst we are blamed, 
HB also should be involved in the same censure: 
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for, it is well known that be did pot employ 
any persons to assist in bis ministry, who were 
not convinced of tbe superior excellence and 
truth of his doctrine; — and his opinion upon 
this subject is very evident from the following 
remarks — " A house divided against a house, 
^^falleth, and every kingdom divided against 
" itself, is brought to desolation ; and every one 
" that is not with me is against me:" — and it 
may be added^ that in the same kingdom, the 
members of protestant and catholic churches, 
cannot long, with equal rights and privileges, 
exist together. 

The apostacy of the Jews in the time of 
Chriat was not tinctured with idolatry, and yet 
it called forth very severe remarks, and indig- 
nant censure from him^ who was never angry 
without a cause: — no real blame, tl^en, can at- 
tach to christians for condemning and exposing 
an apostacy full ot absurdities, and abounding 
with idolatrous practices. — It is mistaken libe- 
rality, to speak well of the religion of Rome; — • 
it is false humanity to shew favour and kind- 
ness to people, which may have the eflfect of 
keeping them in ignorance and darkness. This 
was not the manner of Christ, nor of his apos^ 
ties, nor of the primitive christians. — ^They were 
kind, and liberal, and humane, and yet they 
spared not the conduct of false religionists, hy^ 
pocritess and idolaters. — ^Their cruel enemiea 
persecuted them even unto death, but notwitb-^^ 
standing this, they propagated that truth wbioU 
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we enjoy. And shall we throw away the 
blessing, through an affected or false liberali- 
ty^ — It would be criminal in the members of the 
church ot Christ, to remove those guards from 
the doors of it, which prevent the interior of the 
beautiful structure from being defaced and pol- 
Itited by the hands of its enemies. — Wolves, in 
whatever kind of clothing they may make their 
appearynce, are ordered by the **good shepherd** 
to be kept out of his fold. — -An apparent differ- 
ence of opinion amongst protestants concerning 
the religion of Rome misleads the catholics, and 
induces many of tliem to suppose their protest- 
ant advocates think much better of it, than they 
really do;-^and this, without any other favour 
shewn thenij tends to^ourish and keep alive a 
religion which ought to be destroyed. . Thus, 
fiuch protestant liberality, is of the greatest in- 
jury to catholics themselves, by keeping them 
in their present state of *^ enmity with God;** — 
it is also of great injury to protestantism, inas- 
much as it carries it back again to meet, and 
leceive into its bosom the enemy it opposed^ 
and conquered, three hundred years ago. — • 
What peace would protestantism long enjoy iu 
such a case? — Religious corruption cannot be 
cured by encouraging and fostering it, any 
more than a wound in the human body, which 
iabsolutely requires the knife, can be cured by 
the application of gentle emollients. — ^Their 
^postacy could not be removed by gentle re- 
naonstrances, and tender treatment ;*^heQce 
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the terms, " serpents, vipers, hypocntes,*' 
were applied to his " stubborn ^d perverse 
'* countrymen,'^ by Christ;— and hence, the de^ 
strndion of Jerusalem, and the present disper- 
sion and captivity of Israel. — Wjis any man a 
real friend of Christ, \^ho was equally a friend 
of the Scribes and Pharisees? — It is true that 
Nicodemus went to Jesiis and listened with deep 
attention to what he said upon particular points, 
which his curiosity led him to inquire into ; — " 
but it is equally true., that he went under the 
shades of night, and did not understand all he 
heard, as his interrogatory ejaculation, " how 
" can these things be," very plainly proves. — 
And where was this ruler of the people, whei> 
Christ was carried before Caiaphas, and ar- 
raigned befoie Pilate?" — What kind of a friend 
is the man who recollects you not, .in the hour 
of affliction and adversity? — In like manner, it 
is not easy to conceive, how a person can be Vk 
decided and zealous friend of Christ, who can 
advocate the cause of those, whose doctrine, i* 
much more at variance with the truth, than 
that of the rulers of Israel,^ which was condemn^ 
ed by him.-^— Such friends may have upon then* 
certain apocalyptical marks ; — their outside 
may resemble "the lamb;'* — their inside, ^* the 
** dragon ;** and they may perhaps, unless pre- 
vented, be the means of making protestantism 
fulfil a difficult prophetical remark of St. John ; 
- — ^* he causeth the earth and them which dwell 
** therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly 
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.^woiijid^wAs iwaled :"-^*^ttd thus, \iy m 9^t 
ol'Jbiein^iis.wiek/ednessr hasten th^, fijia^^Cf^tf^s* 
irof^bfi^ot " lhe^b69lstiv from wliiqli every ;S0ripil3 
pivotesrtMilt^ >eia^bti0»e»$aDtIy to ^ pray,, that li^. 
cbjiik,ohl iHfty betiPtitii^y fnee. — -The etfect ot^ 
Cb^i$tft3< cKp»»0re ef «rror, was, tliat , tl>(>qs^tids 
of;'i|fh«rJ6wii d6$ertecl, it; and turned to Uinji-rT 
whilatf'thf^aedwiva obstipatety persisted JnU» 
WQj'e, «a^ bft.piredicted, ultimately niiued;— *iud 
it is wairthyt^ifeinarks that although, tlietr de- 
s^et^nilatitsar^ every wber^ ro be foun4f aqd m 
some couati-i'e& in gi'eat nuiiiben^> still w^orsbip- 
ping Goti avicordirig to the law of Moses» they 

have ne^er convened one single nation -^r-XM'-* 
is a proofs iimong^t many others, that the Mp-; 
sale dispensation was only intended, for onit^ 
people, and to continue only for a certain lime^ 
and tb^n was to be superseded by the Chnstt£(n 
religion, wbich would be for the wiiole world: 
and when the blindness of Israel begins to be 
removed, be will see this, and acknowledge 
there is no withstanding the will ot Grod ; — end 
will readily admit that he deserved all the mur 
fortunes and calamities he has experienced, 
since the day, when his apostacy made him 
choose darkness, and refuse the Irgbt that was 
graciously offered him. — If the friends of 
Christianity were really zealous in its cause, and 
exerted themselves like its author in exposiof^ 
religions errors, they would quickly succeed in 
rooting out the catholic faith : — in some coun- 
tries very little of it remains: — and it i& a 
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reflection upon us, who are nioi'e enlightened^ 
than any other nation under the sun, tl}at we; 
should have so much ot it in the British domini* 
ons. — fProtestants compel their children tostu^ 
dy the writings of heathen Greece and Rome, 
and could it be thought a very great hardship, 
or a very great breach of the rights and privi* 
legea of British subjects, it the tegisilature was to 
enact, as Moses did, that all persons in the 
British dominions should take care that their 
children are taught the commandments of God, 
and tliat the practical part of the bible should 
form a prominent feature in their educatioc?-— 
If the children of the nobility and opulent fa* 
milies, are compelled by their inslriiclors to 
commit to memory the most beautiful passages 
of the heathen poets of antiquity, why should 
not' the children of all, whether catholics or 
protestants, whilst in the vaiious seminaries ot 
edncatioti, be compelled to commit to n>emory 
the finest parts ot the sacred writings — the laws 
of God — the prayer which Christ taught liis 
apostles — and his useittl aad practical precepts, 
which teach men to subdue their angry pas- 
sions, and be kind Kad charitable to each other? 
Bat, though the protestant religion is a part of 
the British constitution, it does not seem to be 
held by some men, in the same estimation they 
bold the political part of it; — otherwise they 
would not speak lightly of it, or say that all 
religions were equally good. — If their ideas of 
religion were correct, then, if the protestant 
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charcb wm end <Htt bd the Uvli/tishio^vatimtkkt^ 

voirid- fejiisl^as i|n'ftemiliei>blfj?'/^^ewrilenb as'it: 
aow is.-^Notn^ suppose! in iaiHmiAKil<if''ieiltei^)6f 
the tifra bouses of iparK^iBtnt^ whb ^tfers'^tbe 
coQStitntietn as it is- at presenti/ aad ^woold like 
to see tbe cathoUcs* renounce ttieir errors, should 
stand up la bis place, and make a pnotion, that 
all British subj^ects^ ot whatever seet or religioiiv 
persuasion, should make their children tho- 
roughly acquainted with the laws and com* 
mandflient^ ot God, and with the principal ptao 
tical parts^ of the old and new testament, and 
that without such knowledge ascertained by 
examination^ m> person should be considet^ 
qnalifiodt to bold any place ot trust in these 
realms ;t^*«)how would such a motion be i*ecei- 
¥ed, aod bow>wouid such a senatoi* be treat- 
ed i-*4n. all profeMibiMty he would be thought a 
.£anci(tio»li Ttsumary, and would be obliged; to 
^wiibdraw bis t motion, amidst the laugbtte"a&d 
-elamiAirft pf the surrounding 8eaatoc6;«dt*-?^fi^ 
real knowledge of the scriptures would^ginpe 'Va- 
lue to an oath, if it cKd not i*ender it uoiieoes- 
ary, except on the most soleain . oecasionii^^^— 
Tbe Jewish lawgirer wasr notiacoused |o( ifoUy, 
09 oi tyranntcally interfering with tlievlibeptyot 
^^^^mscienee,; when he established tbe foHo^ng 
taw in Israel : — " Ye »hall lay op these words 
^ in: your hearts^ and bind them for a mga upon 
^ your bandy^ that they may be as frontlets 
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" betweea your eyes ; — and ye shall teach thetti 
^yoH I* child pen, speaking ot tbeiii, wiieti ihou 
"^^ MlAest^in thine house, and whea thod ^^alkest 
^'4^ th^^Way, ^t)i4<en thou lieeit dovrnv a*»^d' wh€iBk 
^^ tfadti iDisest* «pr!-*«4tiid than shaU* 4rrrt^h\^tii 
^^tl^a'^bf deor-posts of thine hcmse^'iiad'n^A 
'' !thy gates JlrmNeithep^ has the ^rtdtiaii' Istw^ 
giver^ even been charged with* mrotofi5iia<^jr 
pi;iiicif>Jxis^}ukhoi]gli he^ commanded^ hk dtedK 
ples:jfb>itca(5h all nations bis dpdtriil^BWhl^ 
wad in idkei^ opposition toilhat^iof j^he Wot^d!; 
and 4rtsl!ruatfid;tbetii to .press^Uponiini^nv^it^l'uli 
^oseplAqi sarnpsttieds^ 5the>;abBolki«e -timCB^trf 'Of 
?iA»er!vingi,bS«>di{ieevidiii9.ofiJy<, Q^trtlitef^ilipoi^t- 
«ivti sob^^et of reiigibiiK'^^^^dw^'Siipp^f^f/agaib, 
tiisb(M]ld^be deteinaiiaediby ttie 23mi^>'i^gi&la- 
tnre, oiit'of regard for the udtbor of <iie chris- 
tian religion, and his beaatiful pre(iept« ot wit^ 
ttteand morality, that a certun miidbter of the 
children of the Irish peasantiy^ b<^ catholics 
and protestants, who were best acquainted with 
the doctrine and moral directions contained in 
8t. Luke'« gospel, should annually, at the pub- 
lic expense, be apprenticed to humble trades 'in 
£ngland, suited to their respective turns and 
capacities^ would not a great benefit be offei«d 
tjo the poor ot Ireland ? — An act of .this kind 
would tend to civilise, to instruct, to gite mo 
rality to, and to enable many of the ignorant 
and distressed t4i procure a comfortable sub- 
sidence pr^it wonld separate, -and alter the ba« 
Utfioti^ .'fnany n»ho vare now brought up in 
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lii^o'Ienc)^ and sloth; — it would stimalate tb 
activity and industry: — it would give new 
ideas ;-^iind it would withdraw mauy from be-- 
ircath the branches of the "corrupt tree** of 
religion, which at present overshadows a great 
part of Ireland, and keeps the majority of the 
people in gloom and darkness. — An act of this 
kind^ dictated by proper motives, and the pure 
Sf^ilit of Christianity, could not be otherwise 
than acceptable both to the catholics and pro- 
te$tants of Ireland, and particularly to the no- 
bility and rich people of the Roman catholic 
communion, who, believing the ten command- 
ments to be the dictation of God , — and the 
doctrine of Christ to come from heaven, would 
acknowledge it as a mark of good will and af- 
fection, and hail the rising of such a plan as 
having " healing in its wings." — Indeed, a plan 
that bad for its sole object* the changing indo- 
lence into industry, error into truth, and vice 
itito virtue, could not be objected to by any 
national person — Such a revolution, every one 
would welcome with the utmoat joy. — T\ie 
most trifling symptoms of virtue ought to be 
encouraged, where for a great length of time^ 
vice only has been visible. — Four hundred ca- 
tholic, and two hundred protestant childreo, 
thus noticed and assisted, would in a few years 
make a considerable alteration in the state of 
the Irish poor; — especially after the spirit of 
emtilation was once excited among them. — Let 
no one smile at small beginnings : — the little 
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rill at tb^ fountaia bead, runs not tnv before 
it^bwQtnes uselul; — a little f^rthor fincl it, rolls 
aloag in a broad and rapid stream^ 9pd asto* 
nisbes the bebolder, and makes bin^ qn willing 
to believe? tbat such an expanse of water conld 
flow froiii a siDall and insignificant source. — 

(JO) — Can a more perfect ex- 
ample be FOLLOWED THAN THAT 

oy Christ? — 

* » • 

"I came down from heaven, not to do 
'^ limine own will, but the will of him that sent 
" nie." — If Christ was not at liberty to follow 
' hi$ own inclination and will, in the great work 
inposed upon him, how can any of his followers 
be at liberty to do as they like, in the spiritual 
\f<?rk they have to pei form ? — ^If this was the 
language of Christ, during bis whole ministry, 
"not mine, but thy will be done;'' and if his 
\i^^s^ and actions always corresponded, ought 
nat his followesrs to endeavour to imitate his. 
P(gftect example? — It is not in one thing only, 
but in every thing we are to try to imitate 
hii||>— When men know the will of God, they 
hi^ye no longer any choice, they must do it-^. 
l|k©ClHist they must say, " not mine, hut thy 
"will be done;" and not in any careless neffli^, 
g^t^ipanner, they mav choose, btit exactlv asi 
MOdt t\9S directed. — Like Chfist, they are also 
tf> aide?kv-our to bring others out of their er^ 
rorfc.^n^, corruptions, to do the will of God;— ^, 
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than tills, if we were perfectTy silept, ,Hr|)^q/^j^ 

,^^C9ft toR'Ri^^WP'^^-an4 peryertiiig jtMi4w?- 
tr^fi ^^j,jQtuisjtj?-r-J|^eH then, would m^nmr 
9;ojj49fl^ ^j&„<^ifpjif?MD the. sight of Heft^iea, if 
w,e sb^f^ (ttifs^ ,y9ryi per90Q3 speoiul favours, 
upon th^r /application, or rather demand,, (n^ 
thf:|S npt on^y poosented to, bat eocoumged 
then) in their iniquity ?-— Can any one -therefore, 
justly charge qs with oppression and injury, 
wbjen we take up Christ's words against sjich 
persons; — or,, condemn us, for imitating . his 
«xaniple, in preventing tfaeni from enterio^g U^ 
temp^^jAod defiling it with images and pictures, 
as the Jewish apostates pollnted the house of 
God, with, th§ tables, of money changers and 
uSttriQ^..ir^sac^Qn^, £bi:bidden by th^ law,?-r- 
/V)[h|ch^w^bf!. ill^stibeRefiicial to the interesti^f 
tfujb,^ ft^d^jcify^q. wsorti— to describe,\|w f^- 

^^inin^ J?!^.:?KPf«l>WPeP »« the uiai»ner.it 
4>es!^vc^,,^^.,t(> iff^lifi.m re^MU'k& whatever xkpen 
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bfet^ife^^Mett^aW utiftfti*rV%^^^ BP^Vm^iji^ 

cbaradt^ bf ^ the SeHti^, km^ PHU^lMil'^M t^L 
Ie«i^r tbe pfeople, in thfe fcb!6ttW Itt^jr ^cf^t^d 'j 
Mtl, if tfais bad dot bten Vig:lit; ' kiitf^ letieAc^lai 
to the caase of righteo^bessl' UirHroiild bever 
have done fto.— ^ " '' ' ' ' ^ ^ ^ * 

It is gencraily thcmght/'tiiefre is at 'present, 
more deism, scepticism, add atfaeisticfil notions 
aiMngpst the higher classesi 6f people in Europe, 
than there were forty years agd.-'-^There must 
be some cause for this.-^— tVbert ttien discover 
they have been deceived, they feel Itidignanl 
ii4tiv those, who have imposed upon tlieift;— ^I» 
"Aiatters of religion the passion^ ai^e easily erifl^ 
tted; and imposture detected, leads td^ angry 
'fi^p^ration of former fi'iends ;— ifc al^bfi^eqii^ntly 
^JA^Uces other effects :' — from hieing too credii* 
4b(is, men arie apt to run into tlie 'bpposf te exr- 
ilfeme, abd believe nothing ;;-^ahd because they 
Ift^e been deceived, they areincIii]^'Wtlir'oSlir 
^dffevefy thing Iffce religion/^ i6Mxij^3^ fhte 
•p^gaeh*«* of it only actlrtit^d 'b^*1»iwg&l5^&fth 
uMi^h t^hoU the human midd in 'Bditfddg|^^ 
%bme' *bas {Practised great fitij^oi^tliijiifs '^iti'' ^^r 
"<Mltglc>bs eeremofoies^y and has ifdiidh tor a^s^ner 
^for^'tti^ t^gards the irreligion just tfiieniiibiied.''^ 
^SittCd the event took place in I'raince, wbicib 
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amazed, alarmed, and set ail Europ:? in a flarne,' 
who is unacquainted with the strange religiou^ 
opinions that have sprung up, and for a time/ 
had their adrairfers? — If the fall of the tenth part 
of the great city, produced by the earthquake^ 
tnentioned by St. Johti, *• opened the graves of 
some "witnesses," by its violent shock, and 
** gave them life again,*' it cannot be denied that 
other witnesses were roused into acllvity by 
trie tremendous shock, who propagated vts^ioQ- 
ary opinions, and brought rational piety and 
scriptural seriousness into disrepute and cbn" 
tempt. — The citizens of the great cityj more 
than others, enrolled themselves under the ban- 
ners of these false witnesses, a«d by their wri- 
tings and actions shewed their mean opinion 
of their ancieut faith, and that they had thrown 
off tlie restraints of principle, rirtuerand eveiy 
kind of religion. — - 

It has often, and truly been remarked, that 
the behaviour of people in trifling Occurrence?, 
betrays their real characters i on grieat occa- 
sions they are upon their guard* and wear 
a mask nicely made, and exactly fitted to the 
face.— ^It is usual, I believe, each day previous, 
to the commencement of the business of the 
State for a minister to read the service of the 
church ot England, in the upper and lower 
hoi:^es of parliament. — One of tlie claims of the 
Romna catholics is, to be admissible in parlia- 
ment. — ^But, how would a catholic reconcile to 
his conscience, the joining in such a religious 
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service, not only once, but day after day for 
several tnonths together? Would a'pratc$thnt 
of ia/ormation and principle, under 'sfrplmr 
cireiirpstaoceSj covet a seat in a legislative HS-' 
seaiblv ot Roman catholics? If a catholic ^hbtfld 
take bis seat in either ot the British hotises of 
Parliament, will he not virtually contorM'^'tb 
the service of the Church of EnglatiH^ 'Curlosi^^ 
ty may occasionally carry a person irttlo k'^- 
nagogue, but that will not make him a 5feu^^^^ 
If for some emolument and benefit t Hu'dHlffe 
same person, regularly at the synagogue, FshiTF 
consider that he has either changed his reliHBtt,'' 
or conforms to the Jewish ritual frbm in«ftVfe^J 
of interest, and consequently that he Is deftfe^-' 
ent i.n principle. — And, if catholics at*^ fepi^e?-^ 
sentatives of the people, and regularly attetftf 
their duty, they must either change their rc\i^' 
gion,. or take up the language of the Syrian 
captive, and say, " when ambition, or worldly 
"interest carries me into the British senate 
"house, where the heresy of Protestantism t^ 
"each day promulgated, and I bow myself id 
"the service of that hateful religion, then O 
"Lord, pardon thy servant in this thing*'.-^ 
The prophet replied very propeily to Naamfah, 
" go in peace." — His commission was confined 
entirely to Israel; — and therefore, as he* had 
nothing to do with it, he makes no remark iipi- 
on what he said relative to his future dohddct, 
or upon his false worship. — ^The Deity had pier- 
mitted Elisha to cure him of his leprosy, to 
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shew him and his nation, " there was no other 
"God, like the God of Israer.— Under the 
christian dispensation, the same address, would 
not receive the same answer from the "great 
" prophet of. the world . — He is known to have 
advised his hearers, " to beware of the Scribes 
" and Pharisees^ who loved to go in long cloth- 
ing, and the chief seats in synagogues, and 
the uppermost rooms at feasts, who devoured 
" widows houses, and for a pretence made long 
"prayers". — If he called such men hypo- 
crites, is it to be wondered at? And if he inti- 
mated that the gall of asps, and the poison ot 
serpents lurked under the tongue ot the hypo- 

cifit€, need we doubt itB ^When we talk of 

the example of Christ, as worthy, our imitation^ 
and his opinions as the rule of life^ and refer 
to his authority as decisive upon every question 
of duty that can arise, very little attention is 
paid to us. — Civil rights are considered of the 
first importance — religious duties of the se- 
cond ; — that is, temporal interest is the great 
object — the only consideration worth attending 
to — ^There m-e two reasons for this opinion : — 
the first is ;. — the bible is only read in the days^ 
ot our infancy^ and it is laid aside with our 
nursery and school books, and seldom looked 
into, as it should b^ in the days of our man* 
hood — ^The second is; — there is such a multi- 
tude of little books, and tracts pretending to 
i)e religious, that they supersede the necessity 
of looking into the real work, as many very 
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foolishly suppose, whilst they in reality only 
serve to pnzzle the mind, and prevent its dis- 
tinguishing truth from error. — If all these pub- 
lications and cheap works, called religious, 
but which bring us acquainted with neither 
*^ Jesus, nor his heavenly fether",were brought 
together, and committed to the same fire, like 
the books at Ephesus on the preaching of Paul, 
and the decalogue, with the chiet part ot the ser- 
mon on the mount, were alone substituted in 
their stead, christians would be greatly bene- 
fitted, true religion would be known, honesty 
instead of cant would prevail, sincerity would 
root out hypocrisy, men would esteem one a- 
nother, justice would mark their dealings, and 
the Creator would receive from them unaffec- 
ted homage and adoration. — Can it then be 
wrong to interfere when we see men in igno- 
rance and in error, raising altars to unknown 
Gods, and though calling themselves christians, 
worshipping they know not what ? — If it is 
wrong, then Paul was not justified in persua- 
ding men to destroy their property, and adopt 
his opinions ; — and Christ was culpable in call- 
ing the Scribes and Pharisees hypocrites, and 
saying their religion was all pretence; — and 
his followers are not to be encouraged, when 
they honestly endeavour to imitate his example 
and bring the false worshipper, whether at 
home or abroad, out of his ignorance and ab- 
surdities, to serve the one only true and li-^ 
ving God. — 
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(11)— Sentejjced TO Perdition.— 

The day of Christ shall DOt come^ says 
St. Paul, " except there come a falling away 
" first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 
** son of perdition ; — whom the Lord shall eon- 
**^ sume, with the spirit of his mopth, and shall 
"destroy with the briglitness of his coming**. — 
If it is denied, that this apostacy — this man 
of sin, belongs to the church of Rome; I, on 
the other hand, have the authority of the evan- 
gelist for saying, there were men, especially a- 
mongst the highest orders of the Jews, " who 
** had eyes*', and yet could see no traces of the 
Messiah's character in Christ : — and when he 
said to these same blind people, " whosoever 
continues in my word shall know the truth**, it 
will be recollected, they haughtily but falsely 
replied, " we be Abraham's seed, and were never 
" in bondage to any man**. — Assertions are 
easily made : — and the catholics may say, and 
their protestant advocates may give them credit 
for the assertion, " we are not apostates from 
*' the religion of Christ ; — we attempt no pro- 
" sdytism, we have no purgatory, we forgive 
" no sins, we know nothing of transubstantia- 
" tion, nor was our supreme head, his holiness 
"the pope, ever in bondage to any man*'; — 
though, a few years ago, he was little better than 
a captive in France, where he was compelled 
to pour the consecrating oil upon the unhaU 
lowed head of an usurper, and make him au 
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emperor. The blindDess of the Jews preser- 
ved not their city from destruction; — <]Ihri8t 
interfered in their behalf, but they, like modern 
statesmen, thought that no person ought to in* 
terfere between them and their God, and there- 
fore they rejected him and his advice, which 
rejection, is a proof, that, what they called 
worshipping God, was -no such thing, — and 
that the interference of Christ wa^ justifiable, 
as the interference of his upright followers, will 
always be, when they see a fellow creature bow- 
ing before what he calls his God, and perform- 
ing what he calls an act of worship, neither of 
which is like any thing described, or spoken 
of in the bible. — God rejected them ;— neither 
will the ignorance of their frjends, nor the 
blindness of the Catholics themselves, whether 
exactly like that of the Jews, or not, preserve 
their apostacy and false worship, from the des- 
truction which now hangs over it, and which, 
in its fall, may also crush those who have been 
too zealously officious in their cause. — ^The 
flame ot the furnace, prepared by order of the 
king of Babylon, for the righteous servants 
of God, slew the mighty men who executed 
the commands ot the idolatrous tyrant. — 

There are some who think the catholics 
in Ireland would be silent and quiet in future, 
it the British government would pay their priests 
and bishops handsomely for the discharge of 
their ecclesiastical functions; — and this, they 
$ay should be done ^^after emancipation/' — I ani 
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of a very different opinion, which is drawn 
from the authority of scripture^ and believe 
that peace and quiet will never dwell for any 
length of time, in any country, where the Ro- 
man catholic religion prevails. — It is sentenced 
" to perdition'*, certainly not for any good 
deeds and quiet peaceable conduct, but, be- 
cause it has always been an enemy to truth, 
and a great ^' destroyer of the earth". — ^And 
this sentence from the tribunal of justice itself 
convinces me, that it will never change, and 
never alter, in such a manner as to be entitled 
to a reprieve, and a remission of its doom. — 
There is something I do not quite understand 
in the statement of the friends of the catholics, 
respecting the payment of the catholic cler- 
gy. — ^With a great many others, I conceived 
that emancipation was to produce a complete 
healing of every wound ; — but now it is said 
that the catholic question would be lulled to 
silence by paying the catholic clergy, *^ after e- 
" mancipation was granted." — ^This looks, as if 
the government, or the church of England, had 
some other restlessness or dissatisfaction to ap- 
prebend, "after emancipation," which was to be 
removed, or silenced by something very nearly 
allied to a bribe — And would upright consci- 
entious catholics accept a bribe, let it be offered 
in any shape whatever ? — Did a bribe ever make 
a person really easy in his own mind, and 
quite satisfied with his own conduct ; — or did 
it ever raise him in the estimation of his 
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neighbours? — ^Tbe friends of the catholic priest-* 
hood^ must think but ineanly of that body, and 
the principles of learned priests and bishops, 
who could thus be silenced^ by a little ease ar>d 
comfort, produced by an annual charitable pen- 
sion from men they have no affection for: — and^ 
if they could thus be silenced, that very^conside- 
ration ought to weigh heavily in the scale against 
their claims and demands. — Paul spurned at the 
idea of riches, and ease, and comfort in the dis- 
charge of his religious duty, and braved poverty 
and persecution, that he miglit win him, who ne- 
ver bribed a convert, and never received a bribe* 

(12)— To Fight against God, — 

If the Apostle Paul could have discerned by 
the power of his great natural talents, that the 
errors introduced into his divine master's reli-* 
gion, which he calls the " mystery of iniquity,'* 
and which he said was beginning to work in his 
own time would be productive of great mischief 
in the Church of Christ, he could not possibly 
discover, by the same means, that six hundred 
years after his death, the head of this "iniquity,.'* 
would " be exalted above all that is called God, 
^^ or that is worshipped", — nor could he by the 
same means discover, that after keeping pos- 
session of his lofty seat in " the temple of God** 
for more than a thousand years, he should be 
hurled from it, and thrown " into the pit of 
" perdition". — He could know this only by a 
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communication from heaven ; and every real 
chiisti?j.n who is at all acquainted with the liis* 
tory of the ** man of sin", and the sufferings of 
" the witnesses of truth*' during his fearful reign, 
must feel the most lively satisfaction and de< 
light, in perceiving that the prophecy is in the 
way to be fulfilled. — The reign of ecclesiastical 
tyranny and apostacy is rapidly drawing to a 
close^ according to the revealed will ot heaven. 
To endeavour to support it in its falling state, 
is certainly to raise the arm and fight against 
God ; — and will meet with tlie same fatfe that 
Jeroboam did, when cautioned by Abijah on 
^ mount Zemaraim not to fight against the Lord 

* God of his fathers ; — nor, to rely on his vast 
' superiority in numbers against those who 

* trusted in God, whom they had not forsaken 
' for the golden calves, which he worshipped' — 
From the words he made use of, Gamaliel seems 
to have recollected the terrible slaughter of five 
hundred thousand of Jeroboam's chosen men by 
Abijah, as well as the ruin of the infatuated per- 
sons who were deluded by Theudas and Judas, 
when he stood up in the council, and advised 
the elders of Israel to let Peter and the other 
apostles quite alone, " lest haply they should 
" be found to be fighting against God". — This 
advice is worth the notice of men, who from 
mistaken motives of policy, support the pro- 
fessors of a system of religion, abounding with 
errors and absurdities, and which is as much 
sentenced to perdition by the Almighty, as the 
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gospel of his son i^ ordered by bim, to be every 
where published and established. — The whole 
of the divine government, as exercised on earth, . 
has tor its object the good and happiness of 
man : — and whoever thrown any oi)stacles in . 
the way of that government, — whoever opposes 
the laws and appointments of that govern* 
meat, — whoever, with his eyes open, supports, 
directly or indirectly, the cause of error, in op- 
position to the truth, virtually fights against 
God, essentially injures his teilow cieatures, 
and certainly ruius himself. — ^^ Jeroboam reco- 
^' vered no more strength" after the fatal battle 
with.Abfjah, and the slaughter of his subjects; 
for ^^ the Lord struck him, and he died ;'" and the 
impostor who '* boasted that he was somebody, 
^* to whom four hundred men joined themselves, 
''was slain, and all, as many as obeyed bim, 
'' were scattered and brought to naught ; — ^and 
'' Judas of Galilee, who drew much people after 
him in the days of the taxing, he also perish- 
ed, and all, even as many as obeyed bim, were 
dispersed.'* — Is there any part of the sacred 
writings, that makes it less dangerous at the 
present time, to associate with, and promote 
the interest ot men, who choose to continue iu 
the religious errors and corruptions of their ta- 
tbers, than it was in the days of these impos- 
tors? — Quite the contrary.— 

Religion, is not an arbitrary imposition upon 
the minds of his rationarcreatures by the deity; 
it, ought not therefore to be considered as a 
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state trick, a political machine, moveable at the 
Will and pleasure of a single individual. — A 
religion of this kind is not of Christ, but of 
man ; — and is worthless. — ^The laws of God are 
immutable; and men ceitainly act at their pe- 
ril, when they make his revealed will subscr* 
vient to some fancied political expediency, — As 
it was utterly impossible that Christ could 
coalesce with Caiaphas, so it is equally impos- 
sible that a coalition can take place between 
the protestant and catholic churches, without 
placing this nation under a dark cloud, filled 
with the displeasure of heaven ; — and the con- 
sequence will be, that some collision will hap* 
pen, that will ignite the electric spark, and 
bring down the whole fury of the storm upon 
our heads — For, if the constitution of England 
is essentially protestant, and the religious and 
political parts are so intimately connected and 
united, that they are inseparable; then, if all 
the claims of the catholics are granted, if no 
line whatever is drawn between the protestant 
and catholic members of it, surely the coalition 
will be perfect and complete ; — the " comma- 
^' nion of light and darkness will bo fully esta* 
^^ blished, and Christ and Belial will be in bar- 
"mony and concord." — But, the church of 
Christ can never coalesce with the church of 
Rome ; it may convert the members of the ca« 
tholic religion, but it can never harmoni:?e with 
theoi, any more than truth and error can agree 
together, or become one. — ^An attempt of that 
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kind would be highly unbecoming in any per- 
sons who know how to value truth as they ought; 
aod in guarding against such an attempt either 
troni within or without, there is no occasion to 
iutringe any of the piecepts of the christian re- 
ligion, nor to break a single iink^ in the great 
chatD of charity, that ought to encompass the 
globe. — Was Paul a christian in every sense of 
the word? — ^Which of the laws of charity, which 
of the precepts of his divine master did he 
break, when he said to the elders of the church 
(rfEphesus, " ye know, from the first day that 
"I came into Asia, after what manner I have 
" been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord 
" with all humility of mind. — I kept back no- 
*• thing that was profitable unto you, but have 
" shewed you and have taught you publicly, and 
" from house to house.— I have not shunned to 
" declare unto you all the counsel of God. — 
"Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to 
** the flock. — For I know this, that after my 
"departing, shall grievous wolves enter in 
^ among you, not sparing the flock. — Also of 
^^your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
" perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
** them. — Therefore watch, and remember, that 
** by the space of three years, I ceased not to 
** warn every one, night and day, with tearsr— 
Describing the enemies of the church ot Christ 
in this kind of language, was perfectly consis- 
tent with the apostle's " huniility," and inter- 
fered not with any of "the counsel of God,' 
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Nor, was the boldness and spirit of Paurs dis- 
fence, of Christianity before Agrippa, ever con- 
sidered as a breach of charity against the Jews, 
who earnestly tried to have him put to death. 
Protestants may then safely follow his example, 
and defend their religion with the same zeal 
and earnestness, without being subject to the 
charge of illiberality, nncharitableness^ or not 
doing to others, as they would have others do 
unto them. — It should be remembered likewise, 
that every person who pretends to have been 
with Christ, is equally bound to regard and 
practice his directions and precepts. — ^The 
members of the church of England, are not the 
only persons who are bound to exercise the 
christian graces, humility, meekness, longsut* 
fering, forbearance, — they, are not the only per- 
sons who are exhorted " to put away lying, and 
" to speak truth to their neighbours.** — ^These 
virtues, all christians ought to possess. — ^The 
word persecution is often used; — but, can a 
word, which properly describes the horrible 
treatment of the christians under the Rojoaaa 
Emperors, be with equal propriety applied to 
the treatment, the catholics of Ireland receive 
from the Kif»g of England? The most consci- 
entious catholic, and the warmest of his pro- 
testant advocates, would hesitate, before they 
said, yes. — If the Irish catholics are never inter- 
rupted in their worship — if their religious ser- 
vices are performed exactly as they please, both 
as to time and place — ^if their lives and property 
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are held as sacred, as the lives and properly of 
their neighbours, the protestauts; — their treat- 
ment, is not very much like that o[ tiie christ- 
ians in the old Roman empire; nor does it 
much resemble that of the Hebrews in Egypt, 
to which their public declaimers invitliously, 
and erroneously compare it: — and under the»e 
circumstances, a little forbearance, a little 
christian humility, a little plain truth, would" 
be quite as ornamental to their characters., as 
these graces are to the members of the church 
ot Christ, who think themselves obliged to en- 
deavour to keep their religion pure and unsul- 
lied ; and whilst they are thus uprightly enga- 
ged, cannot think themselves deserving the mis- 
representations and obloquy, which are, with 
too little restraint, circulated to their disad- 
ad vantage. — 

It is asserted, and I do not dispute the truth 
of the assertion, that the catholic religion in 
Ireland is materially changed from what it was 
some years ago ; — it was thereiore either wrong 
formerly, or it is made so now by the change. — 
But what has occasioned this alteration? — If 
it is a change, by means of bribery in any shape 
whatever, it is not worth a minute's considera- 
tion. — It is owjng to another, and far better 
cause. — ^The advocates of the catholics assert, 
that the religion of the Irish catholics, is very dif- 
ferent from that of the catholics in Lisbon, Ma* 
drid, and Rome — It may therefore be inferred, 
that the religion of the Portuguese, Spaniards, 
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aii<l Italians, is the same as ever it was; and the 
reason tor tliis inav be, that it is not surrounded 
in theii countries with protestantism; — and if 
the catholic religion in Ireland is changed ma* 
terially for the better, it is because the strong 
light of protestantism shines all around and full 
upon it, and illumines some of the darkest 
'* spots" in it. — The acknowledgement that the 
caihotic religion is changed in Ireland, is wel* 
come to the ears of the protestants— it is a proof 
too, that continental Catholicism Hill change — 
it affords occular demonstration, that the papa- 
cy is in the high road to " perdition ;**—aad, the 
sincere christian is delighted to have another 
proot^ that not *^ a single tittle of what inspi- 
" ration has recorded concerning that event, 
" shall be left unaccomplished.'' — 

It is too common to hear the supporters 
of the catholic claims assert, that the protestant 
cannot assign a better reason for his faith, than 
the catholic can for his ; — and thev next vaun« 
tingly ask, who shall presume to say he is: 
right? — This question implies, that the laws 
of God, and the doctrine of Christ, are diffi- 
cult to be understood. — The laws of God were 
first made for the most gross and- ignorant race 
In the world ; and yet that stupid nation, even 
on their first promulgation, never pretended to 
say, they did not undersland them — ^The doc- 
trine of Christ was proposed both to the well 
informed, and the ignorant ; — the latter, gladly 
beard and received it^ whilst tiie former rajeeted 
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it^ because it was too plain and simpU'; and 
because it was the language of povt^rty^ an 1 
'*of one who had not where to lay In^ head' — 
His doctrine cannot be " har*l to be undcr- 
*' stood*' — it cannot be obscure : — neither can 
it be difficult for any man to tell whether he 
belongs to Christ, or .not, if he will only fake 
t4ie trouble to open the gospti : — such a sup- 
position ot difficulty strips the mission of Christ 
of a great part ot its importance and utility. — 
It is a falsehood to say that the law of God, 
given as a rule of lite, on which happiness de- 
(lends, is hard to be understood ; — it is a false- 
hood, invented to make men the slaves of 
priestcraft, and the miserable dupes of impos- 
ture. — This is an evil much to be lamented ;-— 
and it is an evil equally to be lamented, thad 
any protestants, who are under the conviction 
of the truth of their own religion, should think 
that all religions are good, and that there is 
nothing offensive to God* in the present reli- 
gion of the Roman catholics of Ireland — If 
the Irish catholic can make the well informed 
protestant believe this, bow much more easily 
and effectually will he, if opportunity is given 
him, operate upon the mind of the ignorant 
protestant? — The catholic himself, by tbu» 
proselyting his protestant friends of education 

* So long as the ivory image stands upon the altars ot 
the Irish catholics, their religion will continae idolatroas, and' 
offensive to heaven.— Their priests and bishops may defend 
its position, but pod has said, '* thou shall not make imta 
*^ iWe «iy grftveii iiuage.**«^ 
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and cotfseqnence, affords a strong argument" 
against his admission into situations ot autho- 
rity, where he might advance his religious opin- 
ions without fear of opposition and with hetter 
liopes of success ; — for, the ears of people are 
always open to the voice of power — and when 
he says, ** I will not exercise any privilege 
*' to which I am, or may hecome entitled, to 
"disturb and weaken the protestant religion 
*' in this kingdom," he forgets, that, if his reli- 
gion is derived from Christ, nothing will ex- 
cuse his most earnest endeavours to propagate 
it ;^— and, in whatever situation be may be 
placed, he ought to say of religious error, 
^ it ought to be rooted out.* — His declaration 
is at variance with his faith, if he believes him- 
self to be a real member of Christ's church ; — 
and it his practice corresponds with his decla- 
ration, he in fact prefers his temporal interest, 
and the welfare of protestantism, to the inte- 
rest ot his own church and to the commands 
of God — He thus places himself in an awkward 
dilemma: — he says, I will never renounce my 
religion, because it is the only true religion; — 
but, it is the business of ihc religion of Christ, 
to bring all men out of error; — and yet, the 
catholic solemnly declares that he will not at« 
tempt " to disturb or weaken the protestant 
" religion," which he pronounces to be a false 
religion, and altogether heresy. — If he does 
not exert himself to promote the cause of 
Christ, is be a christian ? . And if be endeavours. 
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to promote that cause whilst he is a catholic, 
can he be an honest friend to a protestarit 
government, and to protestantism r — It is writ- 
ten, "a man cannot serve two masters.*' — It 
is not easy to conceive, how a person can pro- 
mote the interest of protestantism and Catho- 
licism at the same time ; — this could only be 
(lone by a man, who had the same regard for 
one as the other, — by one, who held truth and 
error in the same estimation, which, accord- 
ing to the authority of Christ, is impossible. — 
Notwithstanding the reputed alteration, 
there still seems to be a close connection be- 
tween the Irish catholics, and the head of the 
Roman church, and much deference appears 
to be paid to him in matters concerning their 
religion — Now, if the alteration and amendment^ 
in their religion, received the sanction and ap- 
probation ot his holiness, we have another very 
striking sign ot the times, and another proof . 
of the power of protestantism, whose beautiful 
rays must have been reflected from Ireland, 
and have struck with force the Vatican at 
Rome. — ^England ought, therefore, to perse* 
vere io the straight path ot her duty, without 
fear and apprehension — she ought with the 
greatest vigilance and activity to defend the 
church of Christ, and to propagate in every 
place, where she is able, the pure doctrine of 
the gospel, in perfect good will and charity, 
but at the same time, with the spirit, and zeal, 
and courage, which on every occasion distin- 
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gaished its author, and his disciples; — and 
then^ she will be highly instrumental in hasten- 
ing the downfall of the great apostacy, and 
with it, many other obstacles that at present 
stand in the way ot the truth, and prevent 
" its covering the earth as the waters cover 
" the sea." — 

The ignorance and vanity of men, inter- 
mixed with a considerable regard for their own 
temporal interest, have occasioned them to 
make alterations in, and additions to the plain 
and simple religion which the deity has given 
them ; — the sincere observance of which, would 
ensure their peace and happiness : — but, this 
innovation, bad and dangerous as it will prove, 
is exceeded by the new doctrine ot those, who 
assert that all religions are equally good ; — 
which is the same thing as saying, that a sys- 
tem of religion, formed according to the sug- 
gestions of human passions and weakness, is 
equal to the religion that was dictated by the 
goodness and power of God ; — or, that the 
Tvisdom of the creature, as far as it regarded 
a perfect religious institution, was equal to 
the wisdom of the Creator: — and then follows 
their corollary from this proposition ; — that it 
is unjustifiable to interfere in matters of reli* 
gion between a man and his God, and that 
sn exclusion of people on account of religious 
opinions from certain rights and privileges, pe- 
culiar to a constitution, ot which a different 
religion is a prominent part, is unjust and 
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oppressive. — Hence, motives of delicacy and 
liberal! ty, restrain persons of this opinion from 
ioterfering with any false systems of religion ; 
and yet, tbey would give men, who belong to 
them, the power of interfering with their own 
religion, which they believe to be true. — ^It is 
a curious circumstance that the catholics should 
voluntarily come forward, and make a solemn 
asseveration, that, '* they wotild not exercise 
'^ any privilege to which they are, or may be 
''^entitled, to disturb and weaken the protes- 
" tant religion, and protestant government in 
" this kingdom.*' — ^This declaration is evidently 
made under the full persuasion and belief, that 
they could, it they chose, when in posession of 
the rights and privileges, which they demand 
with so much importunity, exercise them to 
the disadvantage and injury of the protestant 
church and government of this kingdom; — 
otherwise, why take an oath to this effect ?— * 
Why take an oath to refrain from doing that, 
which it was impossible for them to do ? — Who 
wishes the imbecility of diseased old age, to 
swear that it will not exert the vigour, and 
power, and strength of healthy robust man- 
hood ? — What court of equity ever exacted an 
oath from a person, when he had recovered his 
rights and property, that he would not enjoy 
the one, and exercise the other as he thought 
proper? — If such a man exceeded the bounds 
ot justice, the strong arm of law would restrain 
his violence; — and if he was lieentiouslv or 
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tyrannically inclined, it is a doubt, whether a 
voluntary, or a constrained oath, would be 
sufficient to curb his inclinations. — It is a lead- 
ing feature in the character of human nature 
to love power ; — and it is too well known from 
experience, that the abuse of it, notwithstand- 
ing many previous promises and solemn decla- 
rations, is quite as likely to follow its acqui- 
sition, as a moderate and becoming use of it. — 
Grant the catholic his claims, and he promises 
on oath, not to disturb either your religion or 
your government ; — he promises on a solemn 
oath, not to abstain from what he considers 
wrong, but he promises to abstain from that 
which he believes to be right ; namely, the sub- 
version of the protestant faith. — ^To make a 
solemn declaration, — to take an oath, and 
call the sovereign of the universe to attest it, 
that you will not act according to the direction 
of your religion, which you believe to come 
from that great and awful being himself, is such 
an act of impiety, as can be traced only to him, 
who is constantly opening " his mouth in blas- 
" phemy against God," and for his blasphemy 
and falsehood, is sentenced to " perdition^ — 
These remarks have been made with a view 
to promote the cause of pure Christianity — to 
expose the errors and corruptions of the catho- 
lic apostacy — and to shew that instead of 
granting indulgences and favours to it, every 
christian ought to exert himself, by means of 
the weapons afforded liim in the sacred writings 
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to overturn and destroy it. — Idolaters^ false 
worshippers, and apostate christians, ought 
not to possess the power of doing mischief in 
the church of God. — ^Exclusion is here justified 
by the example of the deity, who still excludes 
bis own peculiar people, on account of their 
transgressions and errors, from the rights and 
privileges, and unexampled favors and bles- 
sings, they once enjoyed. — ^Wherever, men 
worship Jehovah, the God of Israel, the God 
of christians, the God and father of Jesus 
Christ, in spirit and in truth, according to the 
directions afforded them by the inspired vo- 
lume, — there, no pains, no penalties, no exclu- 
ding principle can be justifiable. — ^'God, is no 
" respecter of persons ; but in every nation he 
" that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, 
"is accepted with him"; — the particular man- 
ner or place, in which, this pure and faithful 
service is performed, will make no difference 
in the case. — Elijah in the face of all Israel and 
the idolatrous priests of Baal, offering up his 
beautiful address of supplication to heaven — 
and the man, who, " without guile '', poured 
out in secresy in his garden, the effusions of a 
heart devoted to the service of the true God, 
received an approving mark from him they 
worshipped, that their prayers were heard, and 
that their conduct was upright. — Interference 
in the religious exercises of such men, would 
indeed be wrong; — and excluding them from 
any rights and privileges, or from situations 
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of the highest trast and importance^ would be 
as disgraceful jto a christian prince and bis 
government, as rejecting his counsel And the 
incarcerating the prophet Micaiali, and ** feed* 
ing him with bread of affliction, and with wa- 
ter of affliction,** was disgraceful to the king 
of Israel, and the people he reigned over. — 

If I have taken a wrong view of this qnes^ 
tion, and it can be shewn from the bible, that 
the moral law of God, which he has graciously 
given unto man, as a rule of life, may be ex- 
posed without danger '^ to the evil communica-^ 
tions *" of false worshippers, and false systems 
ol religion — if it can be shown from the same 
authority, that ail religions are good, and that 
it is a matter of no consequence how many re- 
ligious sects are to be found in a country pro* 
fessing itself christian — if it can be proved by 
arguments, 'drawn from the same source, that 
the doctrine of Christ, was not intended to be 
the sole i-eligion of all nations in the world 
without ^* addition or diminution, "' then, shall 
I not be ashamed to acknowledge my mistake; 
nor shall I hesitate to endeavour to correct it, 
lest I should mislead a single individual or 
create a prejudice, injurious to the interest of 
any of my fellow creatures ; — but, as true reli- 
gion, that which comes from heaven, is inca* 
pable of improvement by man, I shall not con- 
sider myselt bound to bow to the authority of 
writers, or statesmen, who think that political 
expediency, or the civil rights of citizens, in 
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tbe present improving state of society, are to 
be preferred to the revealed will of God, and 
tbe practice of bonesty, virtue, and righteous- 
ness which he has commanded. — 



APPENDIX. 



There are statesmen and divines, #h6 Ihink 
the question concerning catholid emancipation, 
oagbt by no means to be treated on religious 
grounds. — ^The British constitution identifies 
itself with one peculiar religion : it looks a lit- 
tle paradoxical, therefore, to say, that the British 
legislature shonld not argue a question on te^ 
ligioiis grounds, which relates to the admissioti 
of people into all the privileges of that consti* 
tution, Who hold opinions directly at variance 
With the religion ot it. — It a cause is good, it 
matters very little on what ground it is argued, 
or opposed. — ^Truth will prevail.-^Objections 
to particular grounds of arguing beti^y weak- 
ness and fear. — 'It is impossible to say that 
mischief might not arise ttom opposite religious 
opinions in the flame civil constitution; — ^for« t 
hold, that a constitution^ though founded upon 
the equitable lawd, and wise maxims and pre- 
Cjipts which the deity has given to man, wilt 
beeome like salt that has lost its savour, unless 
kept free from poHutton, and particularly from 
religious errors and corruptions. — ^A very little 
observation will shew that the moral conduct^ 
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and general character of a people, will depend 
very much upon the nature of the civil consti- 
tution, under which they live, — The subjects of 
an idolatrous tyranny, will be wreiched idola- 
Irous slaves, without principle and without vir- 
tue. — If the catholie question is only consider- 
ed on civil ground?^, the corrupting principle 
may be admitted into the British constitution, 
and all the fatal consequences of such admis« 
sioa will then be inevitable. — 

The advocates of the catholics deny that gi- 
ving them wliat they ask, would introduce this 
corrupting principle into the British constitu- 
tion, and in opposition to such an opinion as- 
sert, or rather predict, that the removing the 
disabilities they labour under, would in a taw 
years effect a complete change in their religious 
creeds, and fill them with just and proper no* 
tions concerning the only kind of service and 
worship required of man, by his great creator. — 
They allow themselves, therefore, to be the ad^ 
vocates of people who profess a religion, that 
is not worth supporting; in other words, that 
is not deserving the name of religion^ — When 
the brother of the Jewish lawgiver admitted 
the corrupting principle into the religion of 
truth, were the idolaters purified from their 
errors and corruptions, and did they become 
more virtuous, and more upright than they 
were before I — If the friends of the catholics had 
better grounds for their assertions and predic- 
tions than they have, still, they cannot ba 
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igpnorant, that the laws of the deity do not allow 
a bad act to be committed, under the idea that 
some good may arise out of it fifty years after- 
wards. Good seed does not always produce 

equally good fruit : — from bad seed, men are 
seldom weak enough to expect a very excellent 
return, even in the richest and most highly eul- 
tivated soils.— *It is rather a singular opinion to 
maintain, that, if a few catholic peers and opu- 
lent conunoners were permitted to sit in the 
British houses of parliament, and all the privi- 
leges of the constitution were granted the ca* 
tboljcs of these united kingdoms, six or seven 
millions of people would quit the religion of 
ftheir fathers, and of their early years — that re- 
ligion which they now believe to be exclusively 
divine. — ^l^his would be an extraordinary reli- 
gious effect, produced by an act, which their 
friends consider of a civil character ' only, and 
never to be treated on religious grounds. — 
What kind of principles can those men have, 
who will persevere in false worship and idola- 
try, because their pride is wounded at not re- 
ceiving what they demand from persons, who 
look upon what they call religion, as disgraceful 
to a rational creature, and highly offensive to 
heaven? — But, these proselyting privileges — 
these converting concessions — these protest- 
antism producing favours, are thus spoken of 
by one of the ablest advocates of the catholic 
claims. — "Here I think it will be found, in 
" consequence of various relaxations that have 
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^' taken place ia> the severity of the penal laws^ 
^' that in fact there remains no very great deal 
"^^ for the protestants to bestow, or for the ca*- 
^^ tholics to receive — at least, not such an 
^^ amount as to create any rational apprehension 
^ concerning the mischief of any snch conces* 

** sion.*** The various relaxations that have 

already been made in favour of the catholics, 
having produced but little alteration in their re* 
ligious opinions, and the protestants having at 
this time ^* no very great deal to bestow** itc^ 
cording to the author of the ^ Calm Statemettt 
* Of the Catholic Question,* it seems to follow, 
that the predictions of the catholic advocates, 
concerning the disappearance of papal errors in 
these realms would not be fulfilled, . although 
.emancipation should be granted them, and all 
their wishes should be complied with. — ^Their 
opinions upon other matters relating to this 
question may perhaps be equally erroneous; — 
and " mischief" may arise out of "concessions" 
** of no particular value," instead of perfect sa- 
tisfaction and content, quickly to be succeeded 
by a thorough conviction and public acknow- 
ledgement that Jehovah is the only object (tf 
real worship, and that the adoration of saints, 
images, and two pieces of wood nailed across 
each other, with every other superstitious for- 
mality and imposing pageantry in religion, 
ought to be abolished. — 

If the catholic priests thought that 

* A Calm Statement of the Catholic QoestioD^ page 15. 
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emancipation would overturn their religion in 
fifty years, to be at all consistent, they must 
oppose it with all their influence and power. — 
Such an anticipated rapid falling away of six 
or seven n^illions of people from their holy faith, 
would necessarily fill them with the greatest 
alarm, and deepest regret. — ^They would there- 
fore lose no time in petitioning the British go- 
vernment against emancipation: — they would 
entreat their nohles to relinquish all thoughts 
of the house of Lords : — they would beg 
their men of consequence to give up all 
thoughts of the house ot Commons: — they would 
earnestly solicit their Barristers to think no 
more of a seat amongst the Judges, or upon the 
woolsack amongst the Peers; — ^and would en- 
deavour to persuade their opulent and respect- 
able families to cease from vexing themselves, 
because they cannot " be sheriffs, or hold an 
** ofllce in a corporation, or vote at vestries, or 
" present to a living in the established church;" 
for, all these rights and privileges they would 
assure them, would only tend to endangei their 
venerable and divine religion, and sink them 
in the abyss of heresy, along with the protest- 
ants of England. — 

It is said by the friends of the catholics, that 
their religion is nothing like ^hat it was for- 
merly. — A want of power will frequently pro- 
duce a great alteration in the practice of indi-* 
viduals^ and nations, and churches also, whilst 
the principles and policy ot the two former, and 
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false doctrine of the latter remain exactly the 
same. — Rome has at present no inquisition in 
England, nor has she the power to light a sin- 
gle fire in any part of it for a heretic. — ^The 
'^ Declaration of the catholic Bishops, the Vi« 
^^ cars Apostolic and their coadjutors in Great 
'^ Britain/* will shew whether the leading tenets 
of their ancient religion are very materially al- 
tered, and whether I misrepresent it, when I 
assert that it is still deeply tinctured with 
idolatry and false worship. — "In the mass, 
" catholics do offer supreme adoration, not to 
" the elements of bi*eacl and wine, which they 
" hold not to be present after the consecration ; 
" but to Jesus Christ, the son of God, whom 
*^ they believe to be truly, really and substan- 
" tially present, under the appearances only of 
*^ bread and wine, after the consecration, and 
*' change thereby of the elements into his body 
^' and blood. — To adore Christ, by an act of 
^^ supreme adoration, is no idolatry; because he 
" is the true God, and consequently a legiti- 
^* mate object of supreme worship. — ^But if ca- 
^' tholics, using the ancient language of the 
^* christian church, are said, 

1st. '^ To worship the saints ; this worship 
*^ must be understood to be only an inferior 
^^ worship, honour and respect, paid to them 
^^ proportionate to the limited perfections and 
'' excellences which God has bestowed upon 
*^ them, but this worship is infinitely below that 
"supreme worship which they pay to God, — 
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^* Catholics acknowledge no perfection or cx-i 
**cellence in any saint, not even in the blesse(5 
" Virgin Mary, which they do not profess to be 
" the work and gift of God in them. So that 
in honouring the saints, they celebrate the 
works of God, and consequently give glory to 
" biin.— Whatever act of religious veneration 
"we pay to the saintSj is ultimatelv referred to 
"God."— 

a 

2nd. "To adore the cross: this word, if 
"applied to the cross itself, means no more 
" thaA an inferior and relative respect paid to 
" the instrument of our redemption ; but if in 
? view of the cross it be applied to Christ him- 
*^ self, then it means as it ought to mean, an 

act of supreme adoration. — 
3rd. "Toworsnip the images of Christ or 

silii^tts; the word is here again understood by 
" cs^tholics only of an inferi6r and relative res- 
"pect shewn to images, in consideration of the 
" respect due to the objects which they repre* 
"sent, and to which the respect shewn to the 
" images is referred, — In this sense, respect is? 
"shewn to the statue or to the throne of the 
"king, in consideration of the majesty of the^ 
" personage to whom they relate. — An insult 
"offered to his statue would be considered a» 
" intended to be offered to the king himself.'* — 

Here then, in direct violation of the laws of 
God, and in opposition to the doctrine of the 
gospel, the catholic Bishops in Great Britain^ 
publicly acknowledge and defend the supreme 
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adoration in the mass^ and justify the worsbip 
of saints, images, and crosses. — ^They pretend 
indeed that the worship of saints and images is 
inferior to the supreme adoration they offer to 
God ; — but still they own it to be worships and 
boldly justify it accordingly; saying, " that lo 
'^ condemn this relative regard for images^ pic- 
" tures^ crosses and saints, would be to condemn 
" the very feelings of nature.'* — ^The divine 
command is^ ^^ thou shalt not make to thyself 
" any graven image, or any likeness of any thing 
^' that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
*^ beneath, or that is id the water under the 
" earth; — thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
** them^ nor worship them." — It is God that 
forbids the making and worshipping of ima« 
ges ;-— it is God, therefore, according to the 
catholic Bishops, who '^ condemn the very feel- 
" ings of nature.***-— 

lliese catholic Bishops, iikecvise, give their 
unlettered laity credit for great diefciimitation 
in spiritual affairs^ when they suppose them 
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* The catholic Bishops say, *' to chaige the catholic witb 
^ idolatry, because the term worship, meaning only aa inferior 
*^ and relatite regard, is fonnd in the ancient and modem li- 
*' turgies of his chorch, is not consistent with candour and 
*• chajity.*'— But, where does God allow ** an inferior and re- 
'* lative r^ard/' which the catholic terms worship, to be paid 
to saints, images, pictures, and crocifixes ?— If it *' is notcon- 
*' sistent with candour or charity,** to condemn snch worship 
as idolatrous, it is certainly not inconsistent with traCh to say, 
that it is not allowed by God, and that his revealed will, ana 
directions concerning onr religions duties, are more to be re- 
garded than the ancient and modern liturgies of the chnrch of 
Rome, and the bold declarations of her Bisbops.^ — 
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<)(]ipable of distinguishing between saperior and 
inferior worship — between the worship due to 
omnipotencej and that which is due to images; 
and when they imagine them capable of paying 
a kind of '^ worship, honour, and respect to the 
'* saints, proportionate to the limited perfections 
^' and excellences which God has bestowed upon 
"them." — ^Theymust possess uncommon judg- 
ment to know exactly when to stop, that they 
may not exceed the limits of secondary, or infe- 
rior worship, and encroach upon that adoration 
which is due to God, and so fall into idolatry, 
of which the Bishops thus speak in their ^' De- 
^'-claration r — ^*'The catholic church teaches 
*' that idolatry is one of the greatest crimes that 
^can be committed against the majesty of hea- 
"ven; and every true niember of this church 
^* shudders at the idea of such a crime, and feels 
•* grievously injured by so horrid an imputation.** 
In the catholic churches and large chapels, the 
Worship, offered by prostrate or bowing people to 
images, appears to be very pure and fervent: — 
bow much the adoration they offer to God e:^- 
ceeds this^ the protestant spectator has no 
means of judging: — he concludes, that if it 
bears any ratio to the fervour and intenseneds 
of saint and' image worship, it must be superla*- 
tively great:— ^but, he recollects that God had 
no respect to the offering and worship of Cain, 
because they were not like his brotber*s, unmix- 
ed with impurity. — 

There is something in this Declaration of the 

V 
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'' catholic Bishops/* with the annexed address 
ot the " British Roman catholics to their pro- 
" testant fellow countrymen," which deserves 
particular attention. — It is a little mirror> made 
by her own hands, that clearly shews the defor- 
mity of the church of Rome, and in which the 
world may olearly see that ^' the kingdom of 
'^ the beast,** and its inhabitants, are under the 
chastisement of the most high, and in the exact 
state described by inspiration, in the toUowing 
passage. — "And the fifth angel poured out bjs 
vial upon the seat of the beast : and bis king* 
dom was full of darkness ; and they gnawed 
their tongues tor pain, and blasphemed the 
God of heaven because of their pains ami 
sores, and repented not of their deeds.** — ^Ever 
since the French Emperor set bis toot upon Ita- 
ly, *^ the kingdom of the beast** has been full of 
" darkness.** — ^The political sufferings of the 
bead and people of the papal territories, have 
been aggravated by another event, which has 
grievously affected their religious feelings ; — 
namely, the dissemination of the sacred writings 
in the different languages of Europe, and of 
many nations in other quarters of the globe ;-:- 
and they receive additional pain from perceiv* 
ing that national education is spreading^ and 
that the poor people of all countries will soon be 
able to read, and examine the scriptures for 
themselves. — ^These circumstances, so delightful 
to real christians, have occasioned intolerab^ 
pain and une« siness to the papacy. — "When the 
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** reading and the circulation of the scriptures,** 
say the British catholic Bishops, "are urged 
"and recommended as the entire rule of faith, 
"as the sole means by which men are to be 
" brought to the certain and specific knowledge 
"of the doctrinesj precepts, an.d instructions of 
" Christ ; and when the scriptures so read and 
•^circulated are left to the interpretation and 
"private judgement of each individual: — then 
" such reading, circulation, and interpretation, 
" are forbidden by the catholic church.** — The 
reasons assigned for this prohibition, are extra- 
ordinary. — It the scriptures contain the revealed 
word of God, and truths that are calculated to 
make men "wise unto salvation" how can the 
" reading and circulation of them, and the in- 
" terpretation of them by private judgement 
" lead men to contradictory doctrines in the 
" primary articles of christian belief — to incon- 
"siistent forms of worship — to errors and fana- 
"ticism in religion — ^and to seditions and the 
"greatest disorders in states and kingdoms?*' — 
This is charging God with folly — ^it is charging 
hiha with giving his creatures a revelation, con- 
taining laws and directions,' that lead to every 
thing that is bad — to anarchy and confusion, 
to sedition and disorders in states and king- 
doms — it is opening the mouth in horrible blas- 
phemy. — And, if the scriptures can produce 
this shocking effect, then Rome must look upon 
England as highly criminal for promoting their 
circulation. — How different is this opinion. 
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from that of Paul, yrho says,"^^ all scripture is 
'^ given by inspiration ot God^ and is profitable 
" for doctrine^ for reproof, for correctiont for 
'^ instruction in righteousness) that the man of 
'^ G^d may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
^' unto all good works.'* — ^If this great apostle 
is right, these Bishops must be wrong. — ^And in 
fact, do they not propagate these opinions in 
England, for the same reason that Demetrius 
condemned the preaching of Paul, and stirred 
up the people against him at £phesus ? — ^They 
see very clearly that the circulation of the scrip- 
tures, and the reading them will open the eyes 
of their people, and introduce the greatest dis- 
orders amongst their shrines, images, crosses, 
saints, and pictures, and endanger the safety oi 
their church, which only rests upon delusion 
and ignorance. — Hence, " the present grievous 
•*and noisome sores** of Rome — hence, her 
"gnawing her tongue for pain — and hence^ her 
present publishing her abominable doctrine^ 
" which shews she means not to repent of her 
*' evil deeds." — But whilst she does all this, how 
wonderfully she fulfils this great prophecy of 
St. John, and shews that the religion of Christ 
is particularly under the direction and govern- 
ment of God, at the present moment. — - 

In the conclusion of their Declaration,, the 
catholic Bishops say, ''We confidently trust, 
'^ that this explanation will be received by all 
'^ our fellow-subjects, in a spirit of candour and 
charity : and that those who have been hitherto 
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^^ ignorant of, or but imperfectly acquainted 
^' with our doctrines of foitb, will do us the jus- 
tice to acknowledge, that as catholics, we bdld 
no religions principles, and entertain no opini- 
'^ons flowing from those principles, which 
''are not perfectly consistent with our duties 
''as christians, and as British subjects**. — . 
Protestants are here called upon to acknow- 
ledge, that it is not inconsistent with christian 
duties, for catholics to maintain that the rereaU 
ed Will of God will lead to fanaticism, sedition, 
and disorders in states and kingdoms, — that in* 
ferior sort of worship ought to be paid to saints, 
images, and crosses — and that God comes at 
their call to be eaten in the mass. — If " mala 
" verba de dec** is to blaspheme, is not this blas- 
phemy ? And are not protestants here called 
upon to approve and sanction it ? This address 
I hope, will be rejected with the same spirit of 
indignation, and in the same language, that 
Christ rejected the solicitations of the devil to 
listen to him : " get thee hence, Satan ; for it i& 
" written, thou sbalt worship the Lord thy God, 
" and him only shalt thou serve**. — If the catho« 
lies thus boldly and arrogantly, whilst under 
their disabilities, open their mouths in blasphe- 
my, and ask the protestants to approve it, wha<t 
would they do if they possessed all the power 
they wish for? — In the day of adversity and 
captivity, Israel wept by the waters of Babylon 
and remembered Zion ; but whether in prospe- 
rity or adversity, Rome blasphemes, and ia. 



150 



equally distant from " repenting of her evil 
" deeds ^\ — Never was prophecy so exactly, so 
literally, so. clearly fulfilled — Rome perseveres 
ia all her abominable doctrines — and will con- 
tinue in them, till the threatened vengeance 
falls upon, and utterly annihilates her. — 

To save six or seven millions of people from 
the wrath of God and impending destruction, 
would be a very great and benevolent act. — 
Though the friends of the catholics, whether 
statesmen or divines, hold all interference of 
this kind as unjust, and to be condemned, yet 
in such cases the prophets always interfered: — 
in such a case Christ interfered, and comman- 
ded his followers to interfere, till they had 
taught all men their duty to each other, and 
to God. — But, if they forbid us to interfere in 
matters of religion, why should the friends of 
religious liberty and non-interference between 
men and their God, interfere with us, and en- 
deavour to force upon us, and our constitution, 
(which is essentially protestant,) the errors, and 
abominations of Rome ? — -Why should they try 
to persuade, or rather to compel us, to admit 
amongst us, that, which will destroy the peace 
and quiet of our worship ? For, we most con- 
scientiously believe it would be a violation of 
the duty we owe to God, to put the members 
of the church of Rome in Great Britain, upon 
an equal tooting with those of the church of 
Christ ; and we hope we may be allowed to 
have consciences equally tender, and equally 
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tsartceptibleof impiession wiia those of catholics^ 
and seceders from pure protestantism, — Was 
the worship of Christ undisturbed whilst his 
father*s house contained in it filth and impurw 
ty? — On that occasion, he scrupled not to give 
offence to men, because he was discharging* a 
duty that was acceptable to God, — In any thing 
relating to political and civil affairs, it is gene- 
rally allowed to be just, to occasion men pain 
and trouble, and even to inflict punishment for 
the sake of making them good citiaens: — but; 
to interfere and endeavour to make men virtu- 
ous subjects of God's government, seems to be 
in the estimation of some, exceedingly unjust 
and cruel, if not criminal. — And yet, the his- 
tory of the prince, who proudly asked the 
question, ^^ who is the Lord, that I should obey 
"his voice?** and then scornfully added, *^ I 
"know not the Lord, neither will I obey him,** 
should teach us that God's government ought 
to be an object of very deep interest to us. — 

Admitting the catholics of Ireland to be in 
the galling state of misery described in their 
publications, and speeches at political meetings, 
I am of opinion, that the whole of their suffer- 
ings arises entirely from that mass of corruption, 
which they call their religion. — ^The retributive 
justice of God is visible in this matter, and is 
making that corrupt religion which during 
thirteen centuries was an engine of torture 
to "all the nations of the earth," a grievous 
source of torment and plague to itself.— Crime? 
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h always a bitter source of anguish to tiie mind 
of the person who commits it — As the prisoner 
is enclosed in his dungeon with chains^ bars, 
and bolts, which at once prevent his enjoying 
the wholesome air and liberty, and make him 
curse his prison and the crime that fixed him 
in it, so is the catholic shut up in the dungeon 
of blasphemy and idolatry, prepared for him by 
his fathers^ in which he feels the most excrudi- 
ating agony and torment, and yet, from which 
he cannot escape, to enjoy the blessings and 
happiness of truth, and all the privileges of the 
British constitution. — In this dreadful state, 
the catholics must perceive with additional an- 
guish of heart, that even the blessed virgin, 
with all their saints, images, and crosses, are 
deaf to their prayers, petitions, and invocations, 
and pay no niore regard to any sign of worship 
offered them, than Baal did to the solemn im- 
portunate addresses of his besotted priests, 
when Elijah mocked them and said, '^ cry aloud, 
for Baal is a God ; either he is talking, or he 
is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peraid ven- 
ture he sleepeth, and must be awaked." — No- 
thing is more galling to people, than to have 
the absurdities and the errors of their religion 
exposed : — hence, the priests of Baal, who bad 
not the power to turn their knives and lancets 
agdlnst the prophet's breast, turned them upon 
themselves till the blood gushed out«-*^The chief 
priests and rulers of the people gnashed their 
teeth with rage and indignation^ when they saw 
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Christ exposing the hypocrisy and corruptiod 
they had thrown over their religion — interfering 
to save men from the dreadful effects of them 
— ^and intei'posing his authority to prevent their 
worshipping the Creator in any way, excepting 
one;* — and the Catholics^ perceiving the circu- 
lation of the Scriptures producing the same 
effect upon their images and crucifixes, that the 

ark of God did upon Dagon, when " set beside 

' " ' ■ . . ■ ■ J < ■ I I .1. ■» ' ill I » 

* It 18 a common opinion, not macb to be wondered at, 
where numerous religious sects abound^ that it dan nevei be 
expected that all men shonld be of one and the same religious 
way of thinking. How many kinds of religion d6es the Bible 
contain } How many Gods does it proclaim ? *' Is Christ 
"divided?'* The fetone that is to fill the whole world will 
never 'be 8[5tit into pieces.— ^Institations^ called religioo^^ 
and established by hnman authority, will always be imperfect^ 
nnd therefore it would be id vain to suppose that any one of 
them should command universal approbation.-— Bnt this remal*k 
will not apply to the moral laws and precepts, which Gpd basi 
giv6n for the use of all his rational creatures : — these laws 
and precepts are suited to the nature and capacities of all those 
whom he is pleased to forin 'in his own image, and why should 
not all men be able to make them the rule of their practice ? 
It is the corraptions that encompass God*s laws — it is the 
clouds of error that hang over his truth, that produce different 
religious opinions^ and prevent men from worshipping the 
Creator in one and the same manner. — Destroy the mystery 
of iniquity — strip protestantism of its errors — inculcate the 
great leading article of Feligion> with a solemnity and pro- 
priety worthy its importance, and teach the laws of God in 
the same plain and simple manner in which they are taught in 
the Bible — let instruction and example go hand in hand — and 
the prophecies of inspiration will soon be accomplished, and 
one God will be adored— one doctrine will have universal 
assent— and one religion only will be known from Pole to 
Pole. — ^The voice of the Great ** Shepherd" has proclaimed 
this truths and whoever does not endeavour to promote this 
dbject, but calls all religions good, does, in fact, aim a heavy 
blow at the ** stone cut out without hand/* and tries to split 
it in pieces. 

V 
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him in his terpple T and knowing also that the 
protestants who favour their claims^ as well as 
those who oppose them^ equally hold their reli- 
gion in contempt, and publicly avow their opi- 
nion — that the papacy, already reduced to the 
^* stump-like form** of the God of the Ashdo- 
dites, will soon be annihilated; — are full of 
those horrible sensations, which arise out of 
fear, despair, and vexation^ and ^^ gnaw their 
** tongues for pain/'— - 

Annexed to the Declaration ot the Catholic 
Bishops is,^^ An Address from the British Roman 
*^ Catholics to their Protestant Fellow-country- 
^^ men/' affording additional confirmation to the 
truth, that the subjects of" the beast*' are feeling 
the sores and pains, that are occasioned by the 
pouring the contents of the fifth vial upon bis 
kingdom. — ^The following passages taken from 
it, will show the nature of the address, and the 
feelings of the persons who signed it.* 

" h there another country in the world 
" where, for conscience sake, several ot the 
" most ancient nobles of the land are deprived 
** of their hereditary privileges ? — Where hun- 

* Providence has suffered six millioos of catholics to remaiQ 
under this protestant Govcrninent^ amongst other wise rea- 
sonSf that the corruptions of their religion may be freely re- 
marked upon, which could not have been done with safety 
under any catholic tyranny. — By means of this circumstance^ 
the blessings of cducati<fn^ the advantage of a free press, 
and, above ail> the inestimable treasure of the sacred writings, 
wide open to all, the false doctrine, abominations, and idolatry 
of Rome, may, and I hope will be exposed, till ail men see 
them in tlieir proper colours, and unite their efforts to destroy 
them. 
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dreds of gentfemen, possessors of ancient and 
large landed estates, are deprived of honors 
and rights — the usual attendants on birth 
and property ? Where the industry of the 
^^ merchant, and the talent of the lawyer are 
'' checked in the midst of their respective 
" careers ? Where six or seven millions of the 
" people are deprived of the benefit of equal 
^^ chances under equal laws ? And as a proof 
^' of the direful but natural effects of such a 
" system of law, we implore you to look at 
" Ireland — that island of genius and of ferti- 
*^ Uty ; behold her in all her nakedness and all 
her misery. 

^' In a country boasting of peculiar liberality, 
we suffer severe privations because we differ 
from yon in religious belief. The remaining 
penalties — neittier few nor trivial— of a penal 
code of unparalleled severity, still press 
^^ upon us : a catholic peer cannot sit and vote 
^* in the House of Peers, and is thus deprived 
** of his most valuable birth-right; a catholic 
^' commoner cannot sit and vote in the House 
of Commons; a catholic freeholder may be 
prevented from voting at elections for mem^ 
*•' bers; a catholic cannot sit in the Privy 
" Council, or be a Minister of the Crown ; he 
** cannot be a Judge, or hold any Crown office 
^* in any of the Spiritual, Equity, or Common 
" Law Courts ; he may practise at the Bar, 
but he cannot become a King's Counsel ; be 
cannot hold any office in any of the corpo** 
" rations ; be cannot graduate at either of thg 






C6 









15^ 

^' two UiuversUies, much less enjoy any of the 
^^ iiji;iaieix>u0 beneficial offices connected with 
^^ them^ although both of those seats of leafniDg 
*^. were foaiided; by catholics : he cannqt marry 
'^ either a pcote^tant or a catholic, unless the 
■ * ceremony: be; performed by a protestant cler- 
^^gyman; be cannot settle real or personal 
*^ property lor the use of his churchy or of 
*^ catholic schools, or for any other purposes 
of the catholic religion ; he cannot vote at 
vestries, or present to a living in the church, 
^^ though both of those rights seem to appertain 
'* to the enjoyment of property, and may acta- 
*^ ally be exercised by infidels. — 

'^ Such are our principal grievances ; but 
more than all we complain of the galling 
brand of disgrace which is the consequence 
^' of these disqualifications ; which is more in^* 
" tolerable to honorable minds than the severest 
-^ pressure of penal infliction, and necessarily im« 
*^ plies guilt on our part, or injustice upon yours. 
*• From early youth, to the last stage of 
" existence, we are doomed to bear about us 
^* a painful feeling of inferiority, and of unde- 
^* served reproach. — ^We invite all to the cool 
*' consideration of our principles ; because we 
^^ know that they will bear the test of the 
" closest enquiry. 

*^ Year after year we repeat the humiliating 
^^ task of disavowal ; still we suffer the penal- 
" ties of guilt. — ^We ask you, is this to endure 
•* for ever ? — ^Are we always to remain the vic- 
^^ tims of misplaced suspicion ? The doors of 
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*^ the ConstUutiQn are shut agaiiist us^ as long 
*^ as we contioue true to the dictates ot our owiv 
^^ consciences ; bat if we abandon the faith of 
'^ our fathers^ resign every honourable feeling, 
and become peijured men and apostates, 
then are all our disqualifications removed; 
*^ — the sanctuary of the British Constitu* 
*^ tion is thrown open to us ; — ^we become 
senators, privy counsellors, nay, guardians 
of the morals of the people, and dispensers 
of public justice. — God forbid we should 
^^ purchase such distinctions, however valu- 
" able, at the price of dishonour" 

This extract from the address of the British 
catholics, stating their grievances and suffer- 
ings, is not more remarkable for corresponding 
with the description of the pains, the subjects 
of the beast will endure under the fifth vial, 
than it is for its singular agreement with the 
determination of those subjects, ^^ not to repent 
•* of their deeds," " Our principles," say the 
catholics^ ^^ will bear the test of the closest 
enquiry: therefore, God forbid we should 
purchase any distinctions by the abandonment 
of the faith of our forefathers:" — that is, 
our faith is pure, our practice corresponds, all 
change and alteration^ therefore, are quite out 
of the question,!)^ 

* This DeclhratioA of the Catholic Bishops, with the 
Address of the laity, will shew their friends who entertaio the 
opinion, that if emancipation should be granted, an alteration 
would speedily follow in their religion, that the Catholics 
themselves have no such idea, but,^ oh the other hand, that 
they consider such a change as utterly impossible. — Perhaps 
one reason that the Declaration and Address arc pablisbed at 
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Opinions, accompanied by strong teeiings, 
quickly prodnce actions corresponding with 

tills time, )s to coDvince tbeir friends they are mistaken upon 
this subject — 

It may be proper to remark that the Declaration I have 
quoted, has upon the title page, London: Keating and 
i5rown. Duke-street, Grosvenor-sqnare, and Paternoster- 
row, .1826, and has the following signatures to it:— 

William, Bishop of Halia, Vic. Apost. in the London 

District. 

Peter Bernardin, Bishop of Thespiae, Vic. Apost in the 

Western District. 
Thomas, Bishop of Bolina, Vic. Apost. in the Northern 

District. 

Thomas, Bishop of Cambysopolis, Vic. Apost. in the Mid- 
land District. 

Alexander, Bishop of Maximianopolis, Vic. Apost. in ihe 
Lowland District of Scotland. 

Ranald, Bishop of Aeryndela, Vic. Apost. in the Highland 
District in Scotland. 

Peter Augustine, Bishop of Siga, Coadjutor in the Western 

District. 
James, Bishop of Ursula, Coadjutor in the London District. 
Thomas, Bishop of Europum, Coadjutor in the Northern 

District. , t i i 

Alexander, Bishop of Cybistra, Coadjutor in the Lowland 

District in Scotland. 

May, 1826. 

Keating and Brown, printers to theR.R. the Vicars Apostolic. 

The Address has the following signatures to it : 

Norfolk, E.M. Henry Webb, Bart. 

Surrey Richard Bedingfeld, Bart. 

Shrewsbury ^}^^^^ ?!^yH'^^,®*?^ * 

Kinnaird Clifford Constable, Bart. 

Stourton Francis Cholmeley 

pgl^Q Henry Howard, of Corby 

Stafford Philip Henry Howard 

Clifibrd Charles Tempest 

Charles Stourton Jobn Roawn 

H V JeminKham Michael Joseph (Jura 

Hngh Charles Clifford Georee Meynell 

E. M. Vavasour W- K. Amherst 

Charles Langdale Charles Turv.le 

Philip Stourton John Wright 

Edwurd Petre Michael Jones 

Charles Clifford W™;Witham 

Wm. Gerard, Bart. J «stm 1 itzgerald 

Hy. Jos. Tichborne, Bart. John Stanton 

George ThrockmorUin, Bait. Joseph I rclaiid 

Edward Blount, Bart. Cliarles Courtcuay 
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them. — Give rae letters to . the syimgogqe at 
Damascus^ said.Panl to the Hlgb Priest^ .whilst 
under the influence of an imagiu^tioQ heated 
with mistaken zeal, which ^^^ bi;e%t,hed threaten- 
"ingsand slaughter agal.RsA; the jdiscjples,"' and 
I will bring both men and women^ who hold 
this new doctrine, bound in chains ta your tri- 
bunal. — Convinced that their religion i& perfect, 
what does the zeal of the catholics want but 
letters ot power, to enable it to imitate the 
example of persecuting Paul ? Do not catho* 
lies everywhere look upon protestantism with 
angry feelings? Can it be otherwise, when 
they see it instrumental in overturning their 
images, and in bringing their interior worship 
of saints and crosses into ridicule and contempt ? 
Man is never more alive t6 pain, than when his 
religious opinions are touched : — and no words 
can better describe the acuteness of that pain 
than these words of St. John : — the violence 
of it is such, that it makes men ^^ gnaw their 
tongues." — ^The subjects of the " beast,** in 
every part of Europe, . are at this time wracked 

Robert Throckmorton Henry Enelefield 

John Gage Marlow Sidney 

Joseph F rancia Tempest Peregrine Edward Towneley 

Tliomas Stapleton, jun. John Jones 

Charles Butler William Jones 

Charles Eyston Richard Huddleston 

Wm. Bloubt Thomas Stepleton 

Edward Doughty Chas. Gregory Fairfax 

Ralph RiddelT Robt. Berkeley, j un. 

Edward Widdrington Riddell John Cbvering, of Callaly 

Thomas Riddell Thomas Molyneux Seel 

Charles ConoUy Edward Blount 

Henry Robinson, jun. Tliomas Fitzherbert 

Wm. Plowden Robert Selby 

George Silvertop Henry Arundell 

Lo&doni Frinted by Keating and Brown, Duke-streat, GrosvcBoi-fquve. 
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' with it, but In no place more than in Irelatlcl^ 
Where they sbeii^, in Various ways, they are 
suffering; the greatest torments, because the 
protestantism of two mUlions of people is, by 
its superior exceHedce, overpowering and re- 
straining the Catholicism of six or seven mil- 
lions* Inspiration has declared that these pains, 
grievous as they are, will not lead to repent- 
ance : — and so long as he who sits in the temple 
at Rome, **^ as God," receives the support of 
any of the crowned heads of Eilrope, so long 
will his subjects continue to blaspheme, and 
so long will they continue to tempt the patience 
and iorbearance of heaven ; — ^but, as God is 
just, as well as merciful and long-suflfering, 
we may rest assured that such iniquity will not 
always remain nnpunished. The pains the 
catholics are now enduring, are part of the woes 
they are to suflfer previous to the extinction of 
their religion, and the total overthrow of ^^ the 
" beast and his kingdom, with the false pro- 
" phet ;** and the present wretched state ot 
them affords incontrovertible proof that the 
predictions* of St* Paul and St . John concern- 
ing them are fulfilling before our eyes, and 
that Omnipotence " has taken unto himself 

* If the sceptic and infidel wonld quietly read the tenth 
and eleventh verses of the sixteenth chapter of fbe Ap^a* 
lypse> and compare what is there said with the present state 
of Catholicism^ they would, without hesitation, lay their 
doubts and aobelief ai the foot of prophecy, that great piiiar 
of Christianity, and ever after acknowledge that the doctrine 
of Cbrbfc ia of God. 
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again his great power, and is reigning,'' that he 
may confontid all the corrupters of truth, and 
destroy them that have destroyed the earth.**^ 

■ _ ■ ' • I _JLI 

* « We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty^ whick 
art, and wast, and art to come } becaofie thoo hast taken to 
" thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations 
" were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of tht 
** dead, that they should be jndgedj and that thon shonldest 
'' give reward onto thy servants thet>rophets, and to the saints, 
'^ and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shonldest 
^' destroy them which destroy the ear&.** 

The circnlation of the Scriptures has made the Catholic and 
Mahometan nations exceedingly '' angry :** and this ^' anger/^ 
says Dauboz, in his commentary npon these verses^ " imports 
'' resistance and war, to oppose the kin|;dom^of God and his 
" Cbristj which is not to l>e advanced without the opposition 
*' of these nations — Bnt this anger or resistance wiU prove 
" their third woe, or ntter destmction | for it folioweth— ' and 
'' ' thy wrath is come j* — hitherto Ood had shewn his patien<^ 
" and long suffering, which be now worn out, and therefore 
" to be turned into severity and anger.— -He bears long, ih6t 
*' he may afterwiirds shew his anger^ and demonstrate his 
^' power in the destruction of the vessels of wrath.— The 
" wrath of God is the certain forerunner of destruction, and 
" being in Holy Writ so often compared to fire, ugnifies 
" destruction, the effect of fire.** The present state of Spani 
and Turkey pUinly shews that the " wrath of God*' hangs 
heavily upon those countries^ and that every word of inspira- 
tion concerning the destroyers of the earth, the beast, and 
the false prophet, will be accomplished.— For '' Ood is not a 
*' man, that he shoidd lie 3— hath he anid^ and shall he not 
*' do it ? or hath he spoken, and shall not he make it good ?**-— 
Every real Christian in Great Britain is the sincere friend of 
his catholic countrymen.—- *in honestly pointing Out their errors^ 
he shews that friendship. The religion of the Irish Catholics 
may, in somcTmeasiiTe^ be different from what it was formerly | 
but, so long as the members of it profess and defend the 
doctrine, contained in the " Declaration of the Catholic 
Bishops,'* they are very far from the truth, and veiy near 
the wratii of God. 
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